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ABSTRACT

This book discusses the cultural aspects reflected in
Mongolian ancestor worship. The author discusses sacred
place(the place of burial), the object to be offerings , ta-
boo, etc. Connotation of Mongolian ancestor worship in
seven parts, and reveals its changes, archetype character
and cultural connotation. Archetype character means the
innate character of ancient Mongolian culture that was
grounded on nomadic economy, before the infiltration of
Tibetan Buddhism and Chinese agricultural culture in
Mongol area.

After Tibetan Buddhism and Chinese agricultural
culture infiltrated into the Mongol area, Mongolian cul-
ture experienced a lot of changes. With Tibetan Bud-
dhism’s infiltration in Mongol area and the failing of Sha-
manism, Mongolian ancient culture was changed. Espe-
cially the other world view (the view concerning heaven

and hell, die — one’s soul ascends to heaven etc. ) ,sacri-



fice, funeral rite changed in ancestor worship.

The nomadic culture, from ancient to contemporary
times, has been influenced both agricultural and urban
civilization. Inner Mongolia was affected deeply by the
Chinese agricultural culture, during Qing dynasty. agri-
culturalization and Chinese people penetrated into the are-
a, resulting in rapid depression of the Inner Mongolian
nomadic economy. The merging of cultures between the
Mongols and Chinese people inevitably brought about
many changes of custom and beliefs for the Mongols.
Chinese agricultural culture influenced the Mongolian an-
cestor worship in four aspects: the time make sacrifice to
the ancestor; what object to be sacrifice to the ancestor,
the geographical surrounding of the place of burial; the
form of burial. Although agriculturalization is an impor-
tant part of culture in Inner Mongolia, the archetype cus-
tom and belifes still occupy an important role in their life
and ideology. The preservation of archetype beliefs as
well as the infiltration of difference culture, formed Mon-
golian spiritual world and religious beliefs.

When a society encounters a superior society it is apt
to accept cultural elements from the superior one. In the
Mongolian combined culture, it is sometimes difficult to
identify what the archetype beliefs of Mongols are and
which ones have come from alien culture’s. Although,
different cultures affect each other and penetrated into
one’s beliefs, archetype beliefs are grounded in people’s
consciousness and are passed down generation to genera-
tion.

The author also researchs Mongolian ancestor wor-



ship in contrast with Japanese ancestral secrifice. Japa-
nese culture contains Inner Asia and west Asia’s nomadic
cultural element, it belongs to agricultural culture. It re-
veals cultural perculiarity and two sorts difference pattern
cultural charactor, proves that cultural feature of Mongo-
lian ancestor worship originated from nomadic production
and life style. Mongolian ancestor worship reveas the
Mongols fear of the deceased ancestor’s soul ( ghost,
spectre) , the feature of Japanese ancestor worship reveals
Japanese admiration for the soul of the deceased ancestor.

With the changes of society and history, great
change has taken place in Mongolian ancestor worship.
The feel of admire to the ancestor is more evident than
before, the feel of gratefulness for ancestor’s blessing
and the hope for ancestor’s protection is also more notice-
able. When we make general investigation it is difficult to
say what formed the archetype character we can investi-
gate the place make sacrifice to ancestor, style, related
taboo, etc. and try to draw general picture of Mongolian
ancestor worship. The element of archetype beliefs name-
ly, Mongols fear of the deceased ancestor’s soul thinking
that grounded on nomadic production and life style was
more project. This work states that very cultural charac-
ter.

Key words: Mongolian ancestor worship; archetype

character; cultural feature
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