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Abstract

The different philosophies of nature reflect different ideas about
the relationship between human beings and nature .

In Xian - Qin period, nature is considered as an absolute law
and rulein the world by Lao - Zi and Zhuang - Zi . Everything made
by human beings, like political rules and ethical orders of society, is
opposing the law of nature . Thisidea of nature changed a great deal
iIn Weli - Jin Metaphysics . For Wei - Jin philosophers, thereisain-
terna relation between the law of nature and the rules and orders of
society . They sad® Mingjiao comes from nature’ (Wang Bi), or

“ Mingjiao is included in nature” (Guo Xiang) . The standard on
which something is natural, they saidis' Li” (reason) . So,“ Li" is
the key notion in this conception of nature . Different from Lao -
Zhuang’ sthought that Give them simplicity to look at, the Uncar-
ved Block to hold” , and Give them <elflessness and fewness of de-
sires’ , the Wei - Jin idea of nature holds that the human desres and
feelings are natural and reasonable . Thus the ideaof nature in Wei -
Jin Metaphysics not only regarded the rules and orders of society as
reasonable, but also developed the meaning of the concept of nature,
changing the Xian - Qin concept that natura is reasonable’ , to the
current idea that reasonable is natura” .

Such agreat shift in the Wel - Jin ideaof nature, associated the
law of nature with the human nature, on the principle of the reason
and experience . And it correspond to the deep change that happened
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in the Wei - Jin idea of life. How could human beings lived natu-
raly” ?i e How isthé natural life’ for man possible ?We could find
that Wei - Jin philosophers went beyond their ancestors with regard-
ed to this question, and also find the general idea of world and hu-
man lifein We - Jin dynasty . During Wei - Jin dynasty, the idea of
natura life is a kind of life of forthright and sncere, also a kind of
unrestrained life . We cal it* the We - Jin style’ , as is described
and portrayed .

There is a logic of the development of human nature concepts
from the natura life to the feelings lifein Wei - Jin dynasty . From
the perspective of aesthetics, this subject is aesthetic, and it is the
premise of aesthetic to natural world, and that of creative arts . So,
If we go into deeply the Wei - Jin peoplé s mind through their way
of viewing the nature, we should achieve understandings of why
Chinese arts reach <lf - aware in Wei - Jin period, which are philo-
sophical understandings by transcending the factua history .
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