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placing figures mentioned in this text into an his-
torical context, it should be useful.

Gender and Racial Concerns. Although this is
primarily a general ethics text, it does make extra
effort to include writings from female authors in
the reading selections as well as in the bibliogra-
phies. Moreover, in addition to the chapter on
feminist ethics, feminist issues are also treated
throughout the text. These include questions of
sex equality and sexual harassment, abortion,
pornography, ecofeminism, and gender discrimi-
nation in the developing world. Racial concerns
are stressed not only in the chapter on discrimi-
nation, but also in the chapter on economic jus-
tice and throughout the text, where possible.

International Concerns. These issues are now
integrated into the various chapters of the text, es-
pecially Chapter 16 (“War, Terrorism, and Vio-
lence”) and Chapter 12 (“Economic Justice”). How-
ever, international issue also are raised, for
example, in the chapters “Equality and Discrimina-
tion” and “Legal Punishment.” Among the topics
are sustainable development, rich and poor na-
tions, international terrorism, war and military
conflict, gender inequities, and conflicts over
rights. Students are thereby directed to consider
the ways in which ethics also applies in this broad-
er context.

IN SUMMARY

Ethics: Theory and Contemporary Issues continues
to be the most comprehensive ethics text avail-
able. It combines theory and issues, text, and read-
ings. It aims to be flexible, user-friendly, current,
pedagogically helpful, and balanced.

m It is flexible by allowing instructors to empha-
size the theory or issues or the textual material
or readings as they choose.

m 1t is user-friendly while at the same time philo-
sophically reliable. This book is not “pop
ethics.” You cannot do that and at the same
time be philosophically accurate and adequate.
On the other hand, it uses many pedagogical
aids throughout and at the end of each chapter.
This text often provides examples and up-to-
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date newsworthy events. I ask stimulating
questions throughout the textual presentations.
1 give diagrams wherever 1 think they will help.
1 provide helpful headings.

®m The book is current not only on day-to-day de-
velopments that are in the news and in scientif-
ic data, but also on the issues as they are dis-
cussed by philosophers.

m It is pedagogically helpful by including several
teaching aids that amplify its teachability.

m It is balanced in its collection of readings, in-
cluding both the ethical theories and contem-
porary sources on the issues.
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For BEdweard, fennifer, and Kathiesn

Tﬂs third edition of Ethics: Theory and Con-
femponnry fsswes retaing the hasic elements
of the first and second editions, but il also
has significant changes. It retains the basic two-
part structure of both ethical theory in Parl | and
contemparary practical issues in Part I [1 also con-
tinues the combination of text and readings. The
substance of the ethical analysiz in the text section
of Individual chaplers remains basically the same
in this, it not only remains a comprehensive intro-
duction to effdcs buf also continues to emphasize
pedagogy with examples that interest studenits and
various study guides thal help them

ADDITIONS AND CHANGES

Althaugh the basic elements remain the same, this
edition makes the following additions and
chanpges:

® Mew sections on “Ethics and Heligion” and
*Ethical Reasoning and Argument” ane included
In Chapter |

m The chapter on the environmenl has been ex-
panded to Include the discussion of sustainable
development (rom the former “Global Issues”
chapter

B International concems from e fommer "Global
Issues” chapter have been included In the chap-
fef an “Economic Justice.”

® A new and separate chapter on “Violence, Ter-
rorism, and war® also includes discussions of
human rights and war crimes.

A new concluding chagder addresses “Technod-
ogy and the Professions” and inchedes material
from the former chapler “Elhical Issues in Sci-
ence and Technology.®

® Several new readings appear here from Plato,
Mary Midgley, Nel Noddings, Richard Wasser-
sirom, Michae]l Walzer, B G. Frye and Christo-
pher Marris, William Baxter, Susan Wolf, Carl
Becker, and Xlaorong Li.

B The Introductions to the issues chaplers in Pan

1 are thoroughly updated with recent empirical

data, statistics, court decislons, and related

news items. Mew lopics Include physician-

assisted sulcide, ractal profiling, Cyberlerrarism,

blodiversity, gay marriage, war crimes, animal

experimentation, and gun violence

Mew case studles are offered for discussion.

Updated bibliographies have been expanded

® An outline of the history of ethics ks available
for quick reference

Web-Related Elements

infoTrac. Available with this text |s InfoTrac Col-
lege Edition, a searchable, online database of full-
text articles from more than 200 periodicals and
journals. Instructors may easily extend student re-
search or assign current articles Lo complement
their courses beyond the text's scope. In this text
before the end of each chapter, | indicate relaled
topics to search and sample articles available in
this database. [nstruclors who wish to try this
service themselves or onder thelr text with this
free option should contact their local Wadsworth
representalive

Useful Web Sites. Also listed at the end af each
chapter are uselul and rélevant Web sites thal stu-
dents may contact for interest or for use in re-
search and writing asskgnmen|s
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Citing Internet Sources

A section on how to cite Internet sources in the
appendix, “How to Write an Ethics Paper” alsc
contains a brief description of the meaning of the
format for these citations as well as directions for
using the Internet for research papers.

Instructor’s Manual Online

The Instructor’s Manual (IM) will now be available
online at <http://philosophy.wadsworth.com>
The Instructor’s Manual is password-protected so
that only instructors will have access to it. Inter-
ested instructors should contact their local
Wadsworth sales representative or Wadsworth di-
rectly for a password. The IM includes:

m suggestions for different chapter orderings,

B suggestions for how to introduce each chapter,

m lists of key words,

B answers to the study guide questions for the
reading selections,

B answers to the review exercises,

B questions to stimulate further thought, and

m further test questions and answers.

Key Elements
The following are key elements of this edition:

Text. Each chapter in both the theory and issues
parts of the text contains an extended introduc-
tion. These are somewhat more detailed than
what might usually be found in a reader. As noted
above, they have been thoroughly updated for rel-
evant cases and current news items.

The theory chapters present moderately de-
tailed summaries of the theories and major issues,
positions, and arguments. The contemporary is-
sues chapters present several different things, in-
cluding overviews or summaries of:

B current social conditions and recent events that
will interest the student in the topic and provide
current information;

B conceptual issues such as how to define the key
words on the subject matter of the chapter (for
example, pornography and terrorism); and

B agrguments and suggested ways to organize an
ethical analysis of the particular topic.

The presentations in the text often ask ques-
tions and are usually followed by possible answers
or those that already have been given. The aim is
to present more than one side of the issue so that
students can decide for themselves what position
they will take. This also allows instructors to put
whatever emphases they wish on the material or
direct the students’ focus as they see fit.

Where possible throughout the text, the relation
of ethical theory to the practical issues is indicat-
ed. For example, one pervasive distinction that is
used throughout is the one between consequen-
tialist and nonconsequentialist considerations and
arguments. The idea is that if students are able to
situate or categorize a kind of reason or argument,
then they will be better able to evaluate it critical-
ly. References to treatments of related issues in
other chapters are also given throughout the text.

Pedagogical Aids. This text is designed to be “user-
friendly.” To aid both instructor and student, the
following pedagogical aids are provided:

m clearly organized material in the textual sec-
tions by means of diagrams, subheadings, defi-
nitions, and word emphases;

m a real-life event or hypothetical dialogue or up-
dated empirical data at the beginning of each
chapter to capture students’ interest;

® study questions for each reading selection;

B review exercises at the end of each chapter that
also can be used as test or exam questions;

B discussion cases that follow each chapter in
Part 11 and provide opportunities for class or
group discussions;

B topics and resources for written assighments in
the discussion cases as well as the InfoTrac and
Web site suggestions and the selected bibli-
ographies at the end of each chapter; and

m the appendix on how to write an ethics paper,
which gives students helpful advice and brief
examples of ethics papers.

The outline of the highlights of the history of
ethics on page x is admittedly sketchy. It makes no
attempt to treat twentieth-century ethics and
notes only a couple of non-Western figures. How-
ever, for those who are interested in history or in
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Ethics and
Ethical Reasoning

WHY STUDY ETHICS?

Several years ago, The New York Times reported on
the morally controversial case of James
McElveen ! He had fallen from a thiry-foot chif
whike on an outing with friends In Tennesses. He
was unconscious and bleeding heavily as his
friends drove him forty-three miles o the nearest
hospital. One of them, Benny Milligan, knew thai
|ames needed 0 go 1o the emergency room but
had no insurance. However, because he had read
in the press about cases in which uninsured emer-
gency room patients in his stale were reportedly
nol given the best care, he was worried that his
friend would not recelve sdequate treatment. In @
panic, Mr. Milligan checked his friend Into the
haspital with his awn medical insurance card, Mr
MCElveen received not only excellent emergency
awd, but also first-class ongolng treatment. His to-
tal bill of more than $41,000 was sent to the feder-
al government because Mr. Milligan's medical in-
surance coverage was from a government
space-shuftle project on which he had been work-
ing. In September 1992, the deception was discov-
ered, and both Mr. Milligan and Mr McEhveen
were convicted of fraud and conspiracy to defrawd
the government. They were ordered to repay the
$41.000 and were given prison terms. There was
no question that they had lied. However, they ar-
gued that the health care system was unfair and
that they had feared for Mr. McElveen's life Was
their action justified?

a

Mosl of us usually disapprove of dishonesky
Bul was it wrong in this case? On the one hand,
we lend to agree that some behaviors and atti-
tudes are simply wrong, We criticize the lack of
standards in public campaigning, for example. We
condemn excessive greed by the financlally pow-
erful. We abhor vicious street crime and its wan-
ten disregard for human life. And we think that
more ought 1o be done for the homeless. The facl
that such behaviors and attiludes exist. we say,
does not make them right

On the ather hand, we disagree about many
maral Issues. 18 the death penalty a barbarous and
inhumane practice or just recompense? Is abortion
unjustified killing or at least somelimes a morally
permissible choice? s lying always wrang or is it
sometimes |ustifiable? Thal was the guestion
raised by the case of Mr. Milligan Even sincere
people who try Lo decide what is right in such mat-
ters have dificulty doing so.

Moreover, we often face difficult choices aof a
more personal lype. Financially strapped students
agonize over whether (o lake a heavier schedule
of classes, knowling that the overload will prevent
them from doing their best work, Parenis warry
abaul whether they are being too stricl or too le-
nlent with their children Employees wonder
whether they should inform supervisors of anath-
er worker's drug problems. We may wonder
whether (hese are actually moral problems, bul
they are because they are cholces about what is



good and bad, or better and worse, or even right
and wrong.

How do we know what is the right or better
thing to do? An in-depth study of matters of good
and bad, right and wrong should be of some help.

WHAT IS ETHICS?

I have asked students on the first day of an ethics
class to write one-paragraph answers to each of
two questions: “What is ethics?” and “Can it be
taught?” How would you answer? There have been
significant differences of opinion among my stu-
dents on both issues. Ethics is a highly personal
thing, some wrote, a set of moral beliefs that devel-
op over the years. Although the values may initially
come from one's family upbringing, they later result
from one's own choices. Others thought that ethics
is a set of social principles, the codes of one’s soci-
ety or particular groups within it, such as medical or
legal organizations. Some wrote that many people
get their ethical beliefs from their religion.

On the question of whether ethics can be
taught, the students again have given a variety of
answers. “If it can't be taught, why are we taking
this class?” one person wondered. “Look at public
immorality; these people haven't been taught
properly,” another commented. Still another dis-
agreed. Although certain ideas or types of knowl-
edge can be taught, ethical behavior cannot be-
cause it is a matter of individual choice.

One general conclusion can be drawn from
these students’” comments: We tend to think of
ethics as the set of values or principles held by in-
dividuals or groups. I have my ethics and you have
yours, and groups also have sets of values with
which they tend to identify. We can think of ethics
as a study of the various sets of values that people
do have. This could be done historically and com-
paratively, for example, or with a psychological in-
terest in determining how people form their values
and when they tend to act on them. We can also
think of ethics as a critical enterprise. we would
then ask whether any particular set of values or be-
liefs is better than any other. Are there good rea-
sons for preferring them? Ethics, as we will pursue
it in this text, is this latter type of study. We will ex-
amine various ethical views and types of reasoning

from a critical or evaluative standpoint. This exam-
ination will also help us come to a better undet-
standing of our own and various societies’ values.

Ethics is a branch of philosophy. It is also called
moral philosophy. Although not everyone agrees
on what philosophy is, let’s think of it as a disci-
pline or study in which we ask—and attempt to
answer—basic questions about key areas or sub-
ject matters of human life and about pervasive and
significant aspecis of experience. Some philoso-
phers, such as Plato and Kant, have tried to do this
systematically by interrelating their philosophical
views in many areas. According to Alfred North
Whitehead, “Philosophy is the endeavor to frame a
coherent, logical, necessary system of general
ideas in terms of which every element of our ex-
perience can be interpreted.”? Others believe that
philosophers today must work at problems piece-
meal, focusing on one particular issue at a time.
For instance, some might analyze the meaning of
the phrase “to know,” while others might work on
the morality of lying. Furthermore, some philoso-
phers are optimistic about our ability to answer
these questions, while others are more skeptical
because they think that the way we analyze the is-
sues and the conclusions we draw will always be
colored by our background, culture, and ways of
thinking. Most agree, however, that the questions
are worth wondering and caring about.

We can ask philosophical questions about
many subjects. In aesthetics, or the philosophy of
art, philosophers ask questions not about how to
interpret a certain novel or painting, but about ba-
sic or foundational questions such as, What kinds
of things do or should count as art (rocks arranged
in a certain way, for example)? Is what makes
something an object of aesthetic interest its emo-
tional expressiveness, its peculiar formal nature,
or its ability to show us certain truths that cannot
be described? In the philosophy of science,
philosophers ask not about the structure or com-
position of some chemical or biological material,
but about such matters as whether scientific
knowledge gives us a picture of realily as it is,
whether progress exists in science, and whether it
is meaningful to talk about the scientific method.
Philosophers of law seek to understand the nature

3



