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1. What is the main idea ( the subject ) of the passage?

. The key point { The main idea of the passage , The best summary ) is____ .

The passage mainly deals with (is mainly about) .

Which of the following best reflects the main idea of the article?
 The main point the author makes in the passage is .

The best suitable title for the passage would might be .

With what topic is the passage primarily concerned?

8. The author's purpose of writing this passage is ____ .
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What accounts for the great outburst of major inventions in early America — breakthroughs
such as the telegraph, the steamboat and the weaving machine?

Among the many shaping factors, I would single out the country’s excellent elementary
schools, a labor force that welcomed the new technology, the practice of giving premiums to in-
ventors, and above all the American genius for nonverbal, “ spatial” thinking about things
technological.

Why mention the elementary schools? Because thanks to these schools our early mechan-

ics, especially in the New England and Middle Atlantic states, were generally iterate and at



home in arithmetic and in some aspects of geometry and trigonometry.

Acute foreign observers related American adaptiveness and inventiveness to this educational
advantage. As a member of a British commission visiting here in 1953 reported, “With a mind
prepared by thorough school discipline, the American boy develops rapidly into the skilled
workman. ”

A further stimulus to invention came from the “ premium” system, which preceded our
patent system and for years ran parallel with it. This approach, originated abroad, offered in-
ventors medals, cash prizes and other incentives.

In the United States, multitudes of premiums for new devices were awarded at country
fairs and at the industrial fairs in major cities. Americans flocked to these fairs to admire the
new machines and thus to renew their faith in the beneficence of technological advance.

Given this optimistic approach to technological innovation, the American worker took
readily to that special kind of nonverbal thinking required in mechanical technology. As Eugene
Ferguson has pointed out, a technologist thinks about objects that cannot be reduced to unam-
biguous verbal descriptions. They are dealt with in his mind by a visual, nonverbal process
The designer and the inventor:--are able to assemble and manipulate in their minds devices that
as yet do not exist.

This nonverbal “spatial ” thinking can be just as creative as painting and writing. Robert
Fulton once wrote, “The mechanic should sit down among levers, screws, wedges, wheels,
etc. , like a poet among the letters of the alphabet, considering them as an exhibition of his
thoughts, in which a new arrangement transmits a new idea.”

When all these shaping forces — schools, open attitudes, the premium system, a genius for
spatial thinking — interacted with one another on the rich US mainland, they produced that
American characteristic, emulation. Today that word implies mere imitation. But in earlier

times it meant a friendly but competitive striving for fame and excellence.

The best title for this passage might be __ .

[A] Inventive Mind

[B] Effective Schooling

[C] Ways of Thinking

[D] Outpouring of Inventions

OD00000O0ODO00OD0O00O0" What accounts for the great outburst of major inventions
inearly America... 07 O000000O0O00D0O0OOCOOO00OO0OO" excellent elemen-
tary schools, a labour force that welcomed the new technology . the practice of giving premiums
to inventors, and above all the American genius for nonverbal [ spatial thinking about things
technological.” 00 000000000000 ODOOOODOOOOOOOOOODOOO
O0000“ Whataccounts for 1”7 00000000 0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOOOOOOOO0O
0000000000000 O0OO0OO0O0O00 A0Q OO B Inventive mind accounts for the
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The American economic system is organized around a basically private-enterprise, market-
oriented economy in which consumers largely determine what shall be produced by spending
their money in the market-place for those goods and services that they want most private busi-
nessmen, striving to make profits, produce these goods and services in competition with other
businessmen, and the profit motive, operating undercompetitive pressures, largely determines
how these goods and services are produced.

Thus, in the American economic system it is the demand of individual consumer, coupled
with the desire of businessmen to maximize profits and the desire of individuals to maximize
their incomes, that together determine what shall be produced and how resources are used to
produce it.

An important factor in a market-oriented economy is the mechanism by which consumer
demands can be expressed and responded to by producers. In the American economy, this
mechanism is provided by a price system, a process in which prices rise and fall in response to
relative demands of consumers and supplies offered by seller-producers. If the product is in
short supply relative to the demand, the price will be bid up and some consumers will be elimi-
nated from the market. If, on the other hand, producing more of a commodity results in reduc-
ing its cost, this will tend to increase the supply offered by seller-producers, which in turn will
lower the price and permit more consumers to buy the product. Thus, price is the regulating
mechanism in the American economic system.

The important factor in a private-enterprise economy is that individuals are allowed to own
productive resources ( private property), and they are permitted to hire labor, gain control over
natural resources, and produce goods and services for sale at a profit. In the American econo-
my, the concept of private property embraces not only the ownership of productive resources
but also certain rights, including the right to determine the price of a product or to make a free

contract with another private individual.
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The passage is mainly about .

[A] how American goods are produced

[B] how American consumers buy their goods

[C] how American economic system works

[D] how American businessmen make their profits
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One hundred and thirteen million Americans have at least one bank-issued credit card.
They give their owners automatic credit in stores, restaurants, and hotels, at home, across the
country, and even abroad, and they make many banking services available as well. More and
more of these credit cards can be read automatically, making it possible to withdraw or deposit
money in scattered locations, whether or not the local branch bank is open. For many of us the
“cashless society” is not on the horizon — it's already here.

While computers offer these conveniences to consumers, they have many advantages for
sellers too. '

Electronic cash registers can do much more than simply ring up sales. They can keep a
wide range of records, including who sold what, when, and to whom. This information allows
businessmen to keep track of their list of goods to suppliers can then be made. At the same time
these computers record which hours are busiest and which employees are the most efficient, al-
lowing personnel and staffing assignments to be made accordingly. And they also identify pre-
ferred customers for promotional campaigns. computers are relied on by manufacturers for simi-
lar reasons. Computer-analyzed marketing reports can help to decide which products to empha-
size now, which to develop for the future, and which to drop. Computers keep track of goods
in stock, of raw materials on hand, and even of the production process itself.

Numerous other commercial enterprises, from theaters to magazine publishers, from gas
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and electric utilities to milk processors, bring better and more efficient services to consumers

through the use of computers.

What is this passage mainly about?

[A] Approaches to the commercial use of computers.

[B] Conveniences brought about by computers in business.

[C] Significance of automation in commercial enterprises.

[D] Advantages of credit cards in business.
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The actual amount of water in the plant at one time, however, is only a very small part of
what passes through it during its development. The processes of photosynthesis, by which car-
bon dioxide and water are combined — in the presence of chlorophyll (H%t%) and with energy
derived from light — to form sugars, require that carbon dioxide from the air enter the plant.
This occurs mainly in the leaves. The leaf surface is not solid but contains great numbers of

minute openings, through which the carbon dioxide enters. The same structure that permits
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the one gas to enter the leaf, however, permits another gas— water vapor ~ to be lost from it.
Since carbon dioxide is present in the air only in trace quantities (3 to 4 parts in 10000 parts of
air) and water vapor is near saturation in the air spaces within the leaf (at 80°F, saturated air
would contain about 186 parts of water vapor in 10000 parts of air), the total amount of water
vapor lost is many times the carbon dioxide intake. Actually, because of wind and other fac-
tors, the loss of water in proportion to carbon dioxide intake may be even greater than the rela-

tive concentrations of the two gases. Also, not all of the carbon dioxide that enters the leafs
synthesized into carbonhydrate 0 OO 0O 0O 00O

This paragraph uses facts to develop the essential idea that ___.

[A] a plant efficiently utilizes most of the water it absorbs

[B] carbon dioxide is the essential substance needed for plant development

[C] a plant needs more water than is found in its composition

[D] the stronger the wind, the more the water vapor loss
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Imagine a world in which chikdren would be the rulers and could decide not only the out-

come of each and every occurrence, but also dictate the very structure and form of the environ-
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ment. In this world, a childs wildest thoughts would become reality limited only by the extent
of his or her imagination. Which such a world might sound both fantastic and frightening, at
least from a logical, adult perspective, it does exist. What's more, it has been in existence for
some time and is populated by hundreds of thousands of children who spend hours within its
boundaries experimenting and learning. This world is not real, at least not in the traditional
sense, but exists within a computer and is generated by an educational programming language
called LOGO. Unlike other computer languages and programs that are designed to test children
and provide applications that formally dispense information, LOGO allows children, even
preschool children to be in total control. Children teach the computer to think and as a result

develop and sharpen their own reasoning ability.

The best title for this passage would be ___.

[A] Children Rule the World

[B] Children Learn Reasoning Using LOGO

[C] Computer Languages

[D] The Unreal World of the Child and the Computer
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Teaching is supposed to be a professional activity requiring long and complicated training,
as well as official certification. The act of teaching is looked upon as a flow of knowledge from
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a higher source to an empty container. The student’s role is one of receiving information; the
teacher’s role is one of sending it. There is a clear distinction assumed between one who is sup-
posed to know (and therefore, not capable of being wrong) and another, usually younger per-
son, who is supposed not to know.

However, teaching need not be the province of a special group of people, nor need it be
looked upon as a technical skill. Teaching can be more like guiding and assisting, than forcing
information into a supposedly empty head. If you have a certain skill you should be able to
share it with someone. You do not nave to get certified to convey what you know to someone
else or to help them in their attempt to teach themselves. All of us, from the very youngest
children to the oldest members of our cultures, should come to realize our own potential as
teachers. We can share what we know, however little it might be, with someone who has need
of that knowledge or skill.

What is the main point the author makes in the paragraph?

[A] It is not difficult to be a good teacher.

[B] Every person has the potential to be a teacher.

[C] Teaching is a professional activity requiring special training.

[D] Teaching is the flow of knowledge from a higher source to an empty container.
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Having no language, infants cannot be told what they need to learn. Yet by the age of
three they will have mastered the basic structure of their native language and will be well on
their way to communicative competence.

Acquiring their language is a most impressive intellectual feat. Students of how children
learn language generally agree that the most remarkable aspect of this feat is the rapid acquisi-
tion of grammar. Nevertheless, the ability of children to conform to grammatical rules is only
slightly more wonderful than their ability to learn words. It has been reckoned that the average
high school graduate in the United States has a reading vocabulary of 80000 words, which in-
cludes idiomatic expressions and proper names of people and places. This vocabulary must have
been learned over a period of 16 years. From the figures, it can be calculated that the average
child learns at a rate of about 13 new words per day. Clearly a learning process of great com-

plexity goes on at a rapid rate in children.

What is the main subject of the passage?

[A] Language acquisition in Children.

[B] Teaching languages to children.

[C] How to Memorize words.

[D] Communicating with words.
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Passage 1

efore the 1870's, trained nurses were virtually unknown in the United States. Hospital

B nursing was an unskilled occupation, taken up by women of the lower classes, some of
whom were conscripted from the penitentiary or the almshouse. The movement for reform o-
riginated not with doctors, but among upper-class women, who had taken on the role of
guardians of a new hygienic order. Though some doctors approved of the women's desire to es-
tablish a nurses training school, which would attract the daughters of the middle class, other
medical men were opposed. Plainly threatened by the prospect, the objected that educated
nurses would not do as they were told — a remarkable comment on the status anxieties of nine-
teenth-century physicians. But the women reformers did not depend on the physicians’ ap-
proval. When resisted, as they were at Bellevue in efforts to install trained nurses on the mater-
nity wards, they went over the heads of the doctors to men of their own class of greater power
and authority. (Florence Nightingale, who had friends high in the English government, had
followed exactly the same course in reforming her country’s military hospitals. ) Professional
nursing, in short, emerged neither from medical discoveries nor from a program of hospital re-

form initiated by physicians, outsiders saw the need first.

Which of the following is the best title for the passage?
[A] Public Hygiene in the United States.

[B] Florence Nightingale: A Nursés story.

[C] The Fight for Nursing Education in the United States.
[D] Health Care in Upper-and lower-class Neighborhoods .

Passage 2

T he economy of the United States after 1952 was the economy of a well-fed, almost fully
employed people.

Despite occasional alarms, the country escaped any postwar liquidation and lived in a state
of boom. The history of extraction, production, and distribution had therefore been almost
nothing but a statistical table reflecting prosperity. An economic survey of the year 1955, a
typical year of the 1950’s, may be typical as illustrating the decade. The national output was
valued at about 10 percent above that of 1954 (1955 output was estimated at 392 billion dol-



