Lesson One

Twelve Things I Wish They Taught at School

gogoogogod

1. T attended junior and senior high school, public institutions in New
York and New Jersey, .
junior and senior high schooll U0 0D OO0DOOO0O0DOOOMN high
school DOODODO" OO OOO

2. The facilities and the skills of the teachers were probably above
average for the United States at that time.
average U 0 000000

1o 0OO00OO0OOCDOOO
The average of 4,5and9is 6. 4. 5. 90000 UUUDO 6.

These marks are well above / below average. 000000000
gooooodd

2)adi. 0000000

The average temperature in Oxford last month was 18 degrees. gu
gooooooogdn

Children of average intelligence can also become top students by their
ownefforts. JUODO0OO0O0O0OO0OO0OO0ODOOOO0OOOOO

Hyvt. DOOOOOO
This car averages 40 miles to the gallon. 10000000 DOO0O



oo 40000
3. Sometimes I think how grateful I would be today if I had learned

more back then about what really matters.
O0o0oooO0ooooooooo -0obo* 0o0oobooooo» oo
O0ooDOooooooooowdbooobooogoooonogd
oo
If we hadn’t got everything ready by now, we should be having a
terrible time tomorrow. 00 0000000000000O00O00O
mattervi. 0000000
Some things matter more than others. 1 0 U0 0000
What really matters is the way you express them. U0 000000
ooood
4. In some respects that education was terribly narrow...
respect n. OO
A lot of work will have to be done in these respects, 0 U0 0000
ocooogo
respectvi. DO OO0
As in China, the old in Korea are also respected. U 0O U0 000
ocooooooooo
U OO respective, respectable, respectful
respective 1O 0O“ O00O0O" OO0 They each excel in their
respective fields. 100 0000000000000
respectable Ogo00*“ 0O000ooOOouoooO™ ooOOd Professor
Green is a respectable and good-humored old man. U O O O
Oo0o0ooopooooooooo
respectful 0 O 0 00 0 OO OO " OMost students
are very respectful to their teachers. 00 00000000O
oooooog



5. Perhaps all the deficiencies have since been rectified.
deficiencyn. 00 000
Vitamin deficiency can lead toillness. 1 00000000000
She can’t hide her deficiencies as a writer. 10 U OO0 0000
ooogo
rectify vt. 1 0000
I made some mistakes that can not be rectified. U 00000000
gooo
6. It seems to me there are many things (often more a matter of
attitude and perception than the simple memorization of facts) -
000 more. than, more than
more. than 100000 ODOOODOO It is more a matter
of your laziness than the bad weather that left the work
unfinished,. 0000000000000 OOOOOOO
gooooog
more than 0000000000 ODOOOOODOOOO
dooOoOoO0O000 More than 17,000 children are said to
have written to Richard. 1000 1700000000000
0O O 0 more than O happy, glad, willing OO0 O0O00O00
O more than happy (glad, willing) to dosth.J ' 0 0 0O 00
0 O I am more than happy to take you there in my car. U 0 0
000000000 morethanone O0OO0O0OO0OOO0O
00000000000 00000OO0More than one boy was
rejected. 0000000000 0O More than one has passed.
ooooooooooooo
7. things that truly would be useful in later life, useful in making a
stronger country and a better world, but useful also in making
people happier.



000000000 parallelism)y 0000 be useful U OO OO0
obooooboooobooooboboboboboboboon
ooboooobooooboooobobobobobooboboboon
0O 0 0 0 O0And my fellow Americans, ask not what your country can

do for you, ask what you can do for your country. (J. E Kennedy’s
inaugural address] D0 0000000000000 0O0O0OOO0
ooooobooboobooboobooboboooooo

One trusts one’s lawyer, one’s doctor, one’s priest, I suppose. (Graham
Greene) U0 D0DDDOOOO0OO0ODODOOOOOODODOOOOODODO
oomoooo -oo00

8. That’s one of the few things that we do better than the other species
on our planet.
speciesn. 00 00O
A new species of antelope is found in south China’s Jiangxi province.
oOoooOoooooOoooOoooooooooo
species, means, series1 0 0 0 0000000000 »
Begging was the only means of living for the poor old woman in the
past.t 000000000000 O0OOOO
All possible means have beentried. -0 0000000

9. It hardly matters what the subject is, as long as it deeply interests
you, and you place it in its broader human context.
as/solongas O U
As long as you can come back before dusk, you can use my car. U U
OO00DO0o00oooOoooooooooo
You can look as long as youdon’ttouch. DU 000000000000
humancontext O O“ O0OO0O”

10. But don’t get trapped by the first subject that interests you, or the
first thing you find yourself good at.



trapvt. 0000000000
They were trapped in the burning hotel. U 0 0000000 OO
oo
I'scrueltotrapbirds. 000000000

11. The answers can be a gateway to real insights.
agatewayto UJUODO0OD0OO0O0ODOOOOOOO
The port of Dover is England’s gateway to Europe. 0000000
oooooDoo
A good education can be the gateway to success. 10000000
ooogo

12. It’s much braver to ask questions even when there’s a prospect of
ridicule than to suppress your questions and become deadened to
the world around you.
prospectn. 1O 00D

She viewed the prospect of a week alone in the house without much
enthusiasm. 1 0 0000000000 0O0C0O0O0O0O0OOCOCO

god

The prospects of this year’s wine harvest are poor. 000000 0O
ogooon

suppressvt. 00000000

Are the police suppressing some evidence? DO O00O0OOOO0O
od

He could scarcely suppressalaugh. 1 0000000000
becomedeadenedto U U 000000000

Since her son’s death, Susan has become deadened to other people’s
lives. 000000 DODODOOOOOOODODODODODOOO

John became a drunkard at the age of 16 and became deadened 1o all
his parents’ warnings and advice. 00O 1600000000000



goooooooood
13. Many conversations are a kind of competition that rarely leads to

discovery on either side.
leadto UL OOD

She admitted that hard work led to her success in her experiment. 0
o0oooooooooooooooag
The unexpected snow led to many accidents. 1 0O OO0 O OO0
ooono
000 resultin DO OOOODOO
His irresponsibility resulted in his dismissal. 0000000000
ad

14. They, and people from other parts of the country and from other
nations, have important perspectives that can enrich your life.
perspectiven. 0 0000
If you see the events in the historical perspective, you can definitely
reach a different conclusion. 0000000000 OOOOCOO
gooooooooood
He sees things in their proper perspective. U OO 0OO0OO0O0O
enrichvt. 00000000
Yunnan is a province enriched by the profits from tourism. U 000
goooooooooooood
Reading enriches themind. 1 00O 00O0000O0
00 en DOOOOOOOOOOOOODOOOOOOOOOODOO
enlarge, enable U [
Iwanttoenlargethelawn. 00O 0000000
The training in this university will surely enable you to find a good job.
gooboooooboooooooooon

15. We’re changing the atmosphere, the surface, the waters of the



earth, often for some short-term advantage -
waters 100D 0000000 0O0ODOOOODOODOOOOO

oooooo

short-termadj. 000000 long-term

Our university provides short-term training of various kinds. ooo
oooobooooobooo

Chopping down the forest can bring us some short-term benefit; in the

long run, we’ll suffer a lot from our near-sightedness. U U U U U [
ooobooboooooobooobouoboooboooobo

oo
16. You can’t know your planet unless you know something about

science and technology.
unless conj. 00 if. . not0000000000O0O00O0OOO

ooooon

1) unless OO OOODOO”
We will carry on selling the furniture unless we are told to stop.
Joooooboooooooooo
The mail will go by air unless it is quicker by other means. [ [
godoooooooooobobobooo

2)unless OO0 OO0O0OOO0OOO0OO0y--O0" OOODOOOO
I will not go to France unless the firm pays my expenses. 100
00000000 0o0oboobooobobooboobooon
ooooooogo
She wouldn’t go with him unless I came too. U U O OO 0O0O0
good
gooobooooboooooobbooooooo

17. School science courses, I remember, concentrated on the unimportant
parts of science, leaving the major insights almost untouched.



concentrate ... on ggoobooano

The noise outside made me unable to concentrate on my study. U U
gooooooooooooo

We must concentrate our efforts on improving education. U U U U I
ggooooood

leave sth. untouched U 00000

The enemy soldiers took most the valuables away but left the old
furniture untouched. U0 00000 DO0OD0DO0OOOO0ODOO0OO

goooooo
Children ate up all the greens but left all meat untouched. 0 0 0 0
gogoobobooogooboon

18. For example, Copernicus showed that — far from being the center

of the universe ...
farfrom U0 OO QOOGOGQadad

The problemis far fromeasy 000000000
Your account is far from the truth. 1 00000000

19. But once you make the effort, your life has changed -

20.

effort n.[C] OOOOO

His efforts were much appreciated. 0O UOD0OOOON

I will make every effort to come on time. U U U DO OO OOODN
oo

effort n [U] ODOOOO

They lifted the heavy rock without effort. U U U U U OOOOON
gooooood

He must put more effort into his work. 10000000 TODO

In a world as tightly connected as ours is, don’t restrict your attention

to American or Western culture.
restrictsb./sth.to 0O QOO0



Speed is restricted to 30 mphin towns. U OO DOOOO0OODOO0O 30

ooo

In order to lose some weight, Jenny restricts herself to 2 meals a day.

O0oDooooooooog

00000 OO0 00000 limit  to, confine to U 0

21. Our passion to understand the universe and our compassion for

others jointly provide the chief hope for the human race.

0 00 passion, compassion
passionn. U 0 00 0O OO0 0O I OShe argued with
great passion. 0 000000 O 0O O His passion for skating
surpasses all his other hobbies. 00000000 DO0ON
o
compassion U 0 000 OO The plight of the refugees
aroused our compassion. U U U ODOOOOOOUODO

Out of compassion for her terrible suffering they allowed her
tostay,. 000000000O0O0O0OOOOODOO

jointly adv. 00 0000
K&D is a jointly-run business. D00 oooooon

China works jointly with the UN and its subsidiaries on many issues.
goodobogobooboogoooobooooa

oboooobgd

Work on the Text
1. Answer these questions.
1) The author attended junior and senior high school in New York and
New Jersey, just after the Second World War.
2) In some respects that education was terribly narrow; the only thing



3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

9

I ever heard in school about Napoleon was that the United States
made the Louisiana Purchase from him. In spelling, grammar, the
fundamentals of math, and other vital subjects, my teachers did a
pretty good job, but there’s so much else I wish they’d taught us.
While you learn a little bit about many subjects, make sure you
learn a great deal about one or two. It hardly matters what the
subject is, as long as it deeply interests you, and you place it in its
broader human context. After you teach yourself one subject, you
become much more confident about your ability to teach yourself
another.

Because many apparently naive inquiries are really deep questions.
The answers can be a gateway to real insights.

Older people have grown up in a world very different from yours,
one you may not know very well. They, and people from other
parts of the country and from other nations, have important
perspectives that can enrich your life.

Because everyone’s understanding is incomplete. Be open to
correction, and learn to correct your own mistakes.

Because it’s the only one we have. We’re changing the atmosphere,
the surface, the waters of the Earth, often for some short-term
advantage when the long-term implications are unknown.

School science courses should concentrate on the major insights of
science instead of the unimportant parts of it.

Because the great discoveries in modern science are also great
discoveries of the human spirit. Sir Isaac Newton was a British
physicist, mathematician and astronomer. He invented the law of
gravity. Charles Robert Darwin was a British biologist, the creator
of the theory of evolution. Sigmund Freud was an Austrian



psychoanalyst, the founder of the psychoanalytic psychology.
Albert Einstein was a German American, a theoretical physicist,
and the creator of Theory of Relativity.

10) Spending too much time watching TV will waste a lot of our
precious time.

11) Once we make the effort, our life has changed; we’ve acquired a
source of enjoyment and excitement for the rest of our days. We
should learn about the history, religions and viewpoints of the
people in other countries because our world is tightly connected
and we shouldn’t restrict our attention. )

12) Yes. People are much colder to each other than before. Yes.
Because humans are capable of great mutual compassion, love, and
tenderness. These feelings, however, need encouragement to grow.

2. Look up the following words in an English-English dictionary
before looking at the Word List. (You have to decide the part of
speech of each first.)

facility n. ability to do or perform something easily and well

grateful adj. feeling or showing thanks to another person

matter vi. to be important

philosopher n. a person who studies, has much knowledge of, and usu.

teaches philosophy

insight n. the power of using one’s mind to see or understand the true

nature of a situation

3. Paraphrase.

1) Every student should learn new knowledge regularly and
experience the happiness of learning.

2) The answers can help you to understand things deeply.

3) ... show no interest to the world around you.



4) 1It’s a shame not to learn lessons from your mistakes.
5) ... there is probably something worth admiring and learning.
4. Discuss or speak on the following topics.

In my opinion, what is the most important thing is not to be afraid to
ask “stupid” questions. In this world, there are mysteries and wonders
everywhere, and nobody knows everything. Things such as “why sky is
blue?” and “why flowers are red?” are actually very deep questions,
though they are seemingly “stupid” and “naive”. People who never take
things for granted and have the courage to challenge the authority can
always learn the most. This is a quality which is very essential to
people living in an “information explosion” period.

1) No, I don’t think so. Of all the nine things, some things such as
“science and technology, know your planet” are learnable, that is,
through youf courses in your school or your reading, you can meet
your personal demand in these fields. Other things, such as
“passion” and “everybody makes mistakes” usually can’t be
learned at school. As we all know, the former is usually an inborn
quality while the latter is an attitude to mistakes. You may try to
show your passion, but it is not something learnable.

We expect to learn a lot of useful things from our school. Besides
the nine things listed in the text, I suppose schools should teach us
to know more about the world, particularly how to get on with
people from other countries and cultures. The world is striding
toward a global village, and with the development of modern
transportation and communication, people will be much closer than
ever before. Therefore, trying to understand and tolerate other
cultures will be very essential for us.

5. Write a paragraph of about 130 words on the topic: The Most



Important Thing I Think I Should Learn at College.

As I see it, the most important thing I should learn at college is how to
live meaningfully. What I expect to acquire from the school is not only
theoretical knowledge but also something that can help me to
understand the world in which we are living and how to make our life a
meaningful one. It is generally understood that there will be a lot of
theoretical knowledge through our college education, but how to apply
our “textbook experience” to our daily life is very important to us. To
some degree, as a social person, everybody is expected to contribute
what he masters to the society he lives in, in this way, and most
probably, only in this way, can we make our society a better place. At
the same time, we are making our life more meaningful. To conclude,
to learn how to live meaningfully is exactly the thing I sincerely hope
the school should teach us.

Vocabulary Exercises
1. Complete the following sentences with compound words formed in
the same way as in the examples. Each word is to be used once only.
1) supermarket 2) first-hand 3) gentleman
4) high-grade 5) newcomer
2. Translate the following into English.
1) Use the verb + noun collocation.

attend a meeting do a good job experience hardships
teach oneself English  discover wonders refrain from the cough
master a skill gain knowledge need encouragement
enrich one’s life accept correction correct mistakes

abandon the expectation = make an effort
2) Use the “‘useful expressions”.



(1) The newly built bridge collapsed, which led to the penal suit
against one engineer and two local officials.

(2) He has worked for a whole day, leaving the lunch untouched.

(3) Far from being a waste of time, regular physical exercises can
make students strong and more capable of learning.

(4) In the Sea World, the seals and dolphins are capable of performing
all kinds of tricks that make the children laugh all the time.

(5) Those who take delight in others’ suffering will pay for it sooner or
later.

(6) In some respects, the new dictionary needs improving.

(7) When the bus rushed out of the road and turned over, many
children got trapped inside.

(8) In the opening ceremony, the municipal government will provide
food and drink for more than 1,000 guests.

(9) In China, one family in the city is restricted to only one child.

(10) As long as we can have a rest, it doesn’t matter where we shall go.

3) Use learn, ask and teach.

(1) The boy asked the policeman the way to the railway station.

(2) There is no short cut to take in learning a foreign language.

(3) Learning that the math teacher I liked most was still teaching in

that school, I decided to go and see him.

(4) The old worker teaches his children to be honest.

(5) He asked his boss if he could leave the office earlier that day.

(6) Hardship has taught us to be grateful to what we have now.

(7) When he graduated, he asked to work in Tibet for one year.

(8) I just want to care about the others and hope to get concern from

them at the same time. I’m not asking too much.
(9) The intelligent people can learn from their own mistakes.



(10) It’s no use asking for help because it’s already over midnight.

(11) The scientist taught his students that young people should face the
future.

(12) When being asked about the greatest pleasure in life, she said,
“Study”.

. Complete the following sentences.

1) Put suitable prepositions or adverbs in the blanks.

(1)in (2) at (3) for; above (4) toward
(5)In (6) at; of (7) On; in (8) on
(9) in; behind (10) to; at; on (11) by (12) from

2) Choose correct word from the brackets.
(1) facilities  (2) difficult (3) confident (4) confine  (5) remarks
. Choose the best word for each blank.

()a (2) when (3) move (4) what
(5) with (6) taking (7) release (8) drives
(9) perhaps (10) so (11) at least (12) more

Grammar Exercises
. Choose the right verb form.

1)is 2) are 3) are 4) stay 5)is

6) are 7)is 8) mean 9) is 10) belong
. Put in the correct form of the verb in brackets.

1) are 2) are 3) does 4)is

5) can’t go 6) was criticized  7) doesn’t believe 8) has

. Translate the following into English paying special attention to verb
forms. '
1) Both Mary and her child like Uncle Tom very much.
2) Either my father or my mother is going to come for the parents’



meeting.
3) The team are training very hard.
4) The government was criticized by the people because of this policy.
5) Neither you nor your friend Jack has to take the responsibility for
this.
6) Poultry tend to be infected with this disease.
4. Complete the following sentences with the correct choice (for revi-
sion of nouns).

DB 2)B 3)C 4)A 5)C
6)D 7HC 8) A 9)C 10) A
oo oogad
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