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UNIT ONE

The American presidential election is maybe the most noticeable event in the year of
2000, you may therefore have heard or read something about it. The televised debates held
three times between Bush and Gore also attracted much attention. In this unit, the two texts
were taken from the script of the third debate, held at Washington University on October 17,
2000. Text A presents the part in which Gore and Bush were answering the question whether
they would keep their promises and Text B gives us some idea how they answer the question
how to keep social morality. After reading the two texts you are hoped to have deeper
understanding about the American democracy and become more knowledgeable about the
two important figures: Gore and Bush.

Text A Will You Keep Your Promise

Text B How to Keep Social Morality







2 Comprehensive English

Part A

Pre-reading Activities

Read the notes following Text A and learn something about the American presi-
dential election and the two candidates: Gore and Bush.

‘Will You Keep Your Promise? !

MODERATOR:
1 Next question is for you, Vice President “Gore’. Thomas _
. . . . Who is Thomas
Fisher will ask it. Mr. Fisher? .
Fisher?
MEMBER OF AUDIENCE:
2 Yes. My 6th grade class at St. Claire’s school wanted to ask
all the promises you guys are making and all the pledges, will
you keep them when you’re in office? What does “in
GORE: office” mean?
3 Yes. | am a person who keeps promises. And you know | Whom does the

we’ve heard a lot about—from the governor about not much | governor refer
being done in the last eight years, as if the promises that | made | to?

eight years ago had not been kept. | think the record shows
otherwise. We have gone from the biggest deficits eight years | What happened
ago to the biggest surpluses in history today. Instead of high | to Gore eight
unemployment, we now have the lowest African-American | yearsago?
unemployment, the lowest Latino unemployment ever measured.
New jobs, low unemployment nationally. Instead of ballooning
the debt and multiplying it four times over we’ve seen it go
down. Here are some promises | will make to you now.
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I’ll balance the budget every year. | will pay down the debt
every year. | will give middle-class Americans tax cuts,
meaningful ones. And I will invest in education, health care,
protecting the environment and retirement security.

We both made promises in this campaign. | promise you |
will keep mine. Let me tell you about one of the governor’s. He
has promised a trillion dollars out of the social security trust
fund for young working adults to invest and save on their own
but he’s promised seniors that their social security benefits will
not be cut and he’s promised the same trillion dollars to them
so this is a show-me state, reminding me of the line from the
movie Show Me the Money. Which one of those promises will
be kept and which will you break, governor?

MODERATOR:

Governor ‘Bush®.
BUSH:

Thank you for your question. There’s an old high school
debating trick which is to answer something and then attack
your opponent at the end. You asked about promises. You were
promised that Medicare would be reformed. And that social
security would be reformed. You were promised a middle-class
tax cut in 1992. It didn’t happen. Too much bitterness in
Washington. There’s too much wrangling. It’s time to have a
fresh start.

One of the reasons | was successful as the governor of
Texas is because | didn’t try to be all things to all people. When
I campaigned in a race a lot of folks didn’t think I could win,
including by the way my mother.

| said I’d do four things: tort reform, education reform,
welfare reform and juvenile justice reform. And | won and |
had the will of the people of my state behind me. | brought
folks together to get it done and that’s what we need | think in
this election. To me that’s what it’s all about.

What does
“meaningful ones

mean?

Why did Gore
mention the
governor’s
promises?

Did Gore agree
that the governor
will keep his

promises?

Why did Bush
mention the old
school debating
trick?

What does “a fresh
start mean”?

What does “to be
all things to all

people mean”?

What is the reason
for Bush’s winning

according to his

words?
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11

12

13

14

15

I’m sure your 6th grade kids and are saying these guys
will say anything to get elected. There’s a record and | hope
that’s what people look at. One of my promises is going to be
social security reform and you bet we need to take a trillion
dollars out of that 2.4 trillion surplus. Remember, social
security revenue exceeds expenses up until 2015.

People will get paid. But if you’re a younger worker, if
you’re younger, you better hope this country thinks differently
or you will be faced with huge payroll taxes, reduced benefits
and you bet we’ll take a trillion dollars of your own money and
let you invest it under safe guidelines so you get a better rate of
return on the money than the 2% the government gets for you
today.

It will require to bring both "Republicans* and “Democrats”
together to get it done. That’s what it requires. There was a
chance to get this done. It was bipartisan approach but it’s been
rejected. I’m going to bring them together.

MODERATOR:

Both of you on this subject. There are other questions that
also go to this skepticism, not necessarily about you, but all
people in politics. Why is that?

GORE:

Well, first of all, Jim, | would like to respond to what the
governor just said. Because the trillion dollars that has been
promised to young people has also been promised to older
people. And you cannot keep both promises. If you’re in your
mid-40’s under the governor’s plan social security will be
bankrupt by the time you retire, if he takes it out of the social
security trust fund. Under my plan it will be extended until
your 100.

Now that is the difference. And the governor may not want
to answer that question, he may want to call it a high school
debating trick but this election isn’t about debating trick it’s

Whom does
“these guys”

refer to?

Why did Bush
say “your own

money”?

What is the main
idea of this

paragraph?

Who is Jim?

What is the main
idea of this

paragraph?

What is the
difference?
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about your future. The reason—he says it gets 2%. It’s not a
bank account that just pays back money that’s invested. It is
also used to give your mothers and fathers the social security
checks that they live on.

16 If you take a trillion dollars out of that social security trust
fund, how are the checks going to be—how are you going to
keep faith with the seniors? Let me come directly to your
question.

MODERATOR:

17  Wehaveto go to the closing statements and...
BUSH:

18 Can | answer that? One reason people are skeptical is | Whodidn't
because people don’t answer the question they’re asked. It answer the
comes out of the surplus. There’s a difference of opinion. | questions they
want workers to have their own assets. It’s who you trust, were asked?
government or people.

New Words I

moderator WHEHOSL=& n, someone whose job is to control a discussion or

OMmxe=<= argument and to help people reach an
agreement ( )

pledge <=EOem 2% n. solemn promise ,
<=

deficit HELM X HeH N, amount by which something, esp. money, is too
= little ( ) :

surplus <H+=E00= n, amount additional to what is needed or used
*<

Latino HeYHeXEm n someone living in the US whose family came

N from a Central or South American country
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balloon

multiply

budget

meaningful

campaign

trillion

opponent

medicare

wrangle

Texas

tort

welfare

juvenile

revenue

payroll

guideline

EEDREr X 3=
s

<HHO> 04X
Oe ¥«
HAQ > 2 HH
<=

<HHOX MK
X' &0

=& yorEam
KB

<HEeOXeer
e
Geidoen
oM
HEOM 23
&CR
=EOImYe
<

HEMM &
=)

Nl 3= Y=

e @G
ot
SEER Y Y=
ORTH e
EOM Som
ere 2«
<REOMXO®
Y Y
HITBHe
SHE

V.

>

num.

>

>

become larger in amount

increase in number or amount

plan of how to spend money, esp. public money

taken in by taxation
serious, important or useful

a series of actions intended to achieve a

particular
business (

one million million

result,

especially

)

in politics or

person who takes the opposite side in a

competition or fight

medical care

take part in an angry or noisy quarrel ,

one of the states in America

wrongful but not criminal act

(

)

help with living conditions, social problems,

etc.

of or for young persons

income, esp. received by the government

total amount of wages paid in a particular

company

main points on how to deal with something



Republican

Democrat

bipartisan

skepticism

bankrupt

skeptical

asset

<HOXEOH>
N &M
BEANO®
&OYe=
HE§) BHO
Ly =C AVEEE 2]
<

BHe &M O¢
HHEOVO B
<HEYM&0
oO¢<
HE&SM O¢
&SV
<HHYM #<

adj.

adj.

adj.

UNIT ONE 7

consisting or representing two political parties

doubt

unable to pay one’s debts

doubtful

property that has value and may be sold ,

Phrases and Expressions I

make promises
keep one’s promise

be in office

remind sb of

break one’s promise

by the way
live on

: 2000

to promise that you will do something

to do something one promised

to come into power

to make someone remember something
to fail to do something one promised
used to introduce a new subject in speech
to have as one’s food or income

54
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2000

Date: October 3, 2000

Location: University of Massachusetts

City: Boston, MA

Time: 9:00 - 10:30 p.m. Eastern

Sponsor: Commission on Presidential Debates

Moderator: Jim Lehrer, PBS

Format: Single moderator; candidates questioned in turn with two minutes to answer; 60
second rebuttal; two minute closing statements.

Date: October 11, 2000

Location: Wake Forest University

City: Winston-Salem, NC

Time: 9:00 - 10:30 p.m. Eastern

Sponsor: Commission on Presidential Debates

Moderator: Jim Lehrer, PBS

Format: Single moderator; candidates questioned in turn with two minutes to answer; 60
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second rebuttal; two minute closing statements.

Date: October 17, 2000

Location: Washington University

City: St. Louis, MO

Time: 9:00 - 10:30 p.m. Eastern

Sponsor: Commission on Presidential Debates

Moderator: Jim Lehrer, PBS

Format: Single moderator; candidates questioned in turn with two minutes to answer; 60
second rebuttal; two minute closing statements.

www.debates.org

2. Gore: Gore was born on March 31, 1948, and is the son of the late U.S. Senator Albert
Gore, Sr. and Pauline Gore. Raised in Carthage, Tennessee, and Washington, D.C., Gore
received a degree in government with honors from Harvard University in 1969. After
graduation, he volunteered for enlistment in the U.S. Army and served in Vietnam.
Returning to civilian life, Gore became an investigative reporter with The Tennessean in
Nashville. He attended Vanderbilt University Divinity School and Vanderbilt Law School.
Gore began his career in public service in 1976 when he was elected to represent
Tennessee in the U.S. House of Representatives (1977—1985). He was elected to the U.S.
Senate in 1984 and was re-elected in 1990 (1985—1993). A candidate for the Democratic
nomination for President in 1988, he won more than three million votes and Democratic
contests in seven states. Al Gore was inaugurated as the 45th Vice President of the United
States on January 20, 1993. President Clinton and Vice President Gore were re-elected to a
second term in 1996, and Vice President Gore was sworn in again on January 20, 1997.
Gore is married to the former Mary Elizabeth “Tipper” Aitcheson. They have four children:
Karenna (born August 6, 1973), married to Drew Schiff; Kristin (born June 5, 1977),
Sarah (born January 7, 1979), and Albert 111 (born October 19, 1982). The Gores also have
one grandchild—Karenna and Drew’s son Wyatt, born on the Fourth of July, 1999. For
more information, please visit http: //www.algore2000.com

3. Bush: George W. Bush was born in New Haven, Connecticut, moved to Texas with his




