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  前前        言言  
 
 

《综合英语》为清华大学专升本系列教材之一种，专为英语专

业专升本一年级学生编写的综合英语教材，也适合于具有中级水平的

英语学习者自学使用。本课程的目标为：在学生现有英语水平的基础

上，进一步传授英语的基础知识，加强学生基本技能的训练，培养学

生实际运用语言的能力，培养学生良好的学习作风和正确的学习方

法，为学生进行高级英语的学习打好扎实的基础。 
为了达到上述目标，我们在教材编写的过程中充分注意了以下

几点： 
1． 充分考虑学生的实际情况。根据《全国各类成人高等学校专

科起点本科班招生（非师范类）精读和泛读复习考试大纲》的规定，

要求学生应该具备 5 500个英语单词的词汇量，但是考虑到远程教育
专升本学生的实际情况，为了使他们打下扎实的基础，我们把本教材

的起始词汇量要求确定为 4000英文单词。同时，针对远程教育的学
生在大多数时间需要自学的特点，为了培养学生的自学能力，同时养

成正确的学习方法，在每个单元的最后我们都设计了专家论坛栏目，

其中选择了一些我国外语界知名的专家学者对于英语学习的精辟论

述。 
2． 突出时代气息。本书中的所有课文均选自国外九十年代后半

期的出版物，都具有较强的时代感，使本教材中的语言充分体现新世

纪英语语言的特点。而且选取的材料也应具有足够的新的信息量，同

时要具有一定的趣味性和可思性，从而激发学生学习英语的兴趣。 
3． 重视文化教学。英语语言教学不是单纯地为教语言而教语

言，而是把语言作为信息的载体，使学生在学习语言的同时，初步了

解西方文化背景，也获得关于现代社会的文化、科技和经济等方面的

知识。在每个单元主课文的注释中都有对课文中所涉及英美文化背景

的介绍，同时附有相关因特网站的网址，学生可以通过访问这些网站，

进一步了解有关方面的知识，又可以增加英语阅读的阅读量。 
4． 语言训练不仅重视语言形式，更要重视语言形式的具体运

用。在本套教材的练习题设计上，我们不局限于对语言形式的操练，

停留在语言形式本身的水平上，更注重培养学生在实际环境中运用语
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言的能力。练习的题目不是对课文句子的简单的模仿和机械性的套

用，而是从语言形式出发，注重语言形式的具体运用，使练习题部分

成为形式活泼，独具风格的课文内涵的延伸，使课文和练习题相辅相

成，融为一体。 
本教材每册由八个单元，另外设两个复习课，每个单元需要 8

个学时左右，每个复习课大约需要 2个学时，本册教材共需授课时数
为 68个学时。每个单元由 A、B两个部分组成，其中 A部分的课文
用于课堂讲解，为主课文，B 部分的课文内容一般与 A 部分的课文
内容相关，用于学生课外学习，教师可以在课堂上对该部分的个别疑

难问题进行必要的讲解。 
为了充分利用现代网络技术，我们还专门设计了与本教材配套

的多媒体课件，学生可以访问清华大学继续教育学院的网站进行自

学。 
在本套教材的编写过程中，我们得到了清华大学继续教育学

院、清华大学外语系和清华大学出版社的大力支持与帮助。另外，

我们在编写过程中还参考了大量的国内外有关书籍杂志，其中专家

论坛的许多内容出自于《英语学习》杂志，在此一并表示诚挚的谢

意。 
由于编写时间紧张，而且编者们水平有限，书中还有许多不尽

人意之处，恳请使用本书的教师和学生提出宝贵意见。 
          

                    编  者  
              2000年 12月
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Comprehensive English Comprehensive English Comprehensive
UUNNIITT  OONNEE  

 
 
 
 

The American presidential election is maybe the most noticeable event in the year of 
2000, you may therefore have heard or read something about it. The televised debates held 
three times between Bush and Gore also attracted much attention. In this unit, the two texts 
were taken from the script of the third debate, held at Washington University on October 17, 
2000. Text A presents the part in which Gore and Bush were answering the question whether 
they would keep their promises and Text B gives us some idea how they answer the question 
how to keep social morality. After reading the two texts you are hoped to have deeper 
understanding about the American democracy and become more knowledgeable about the 
two important figures: Gore and Bush. 
 
 
 
 

Text A Will You Keep Your Promise 
Text B How to Keep Social Morality 
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  Part A   

Pre-reading Activities 
Read the notes following Text A and learn something about the American presi-
dential election and the two candidates: Gore and Bush. 

 

 

  

 

*Will You Keep Your Promise? 1 
 MODERATOR: 
1   Next question is for you, Vice President *Gore2. Thomas 

Fisher will ask it. Mr. Fisher? 
MEMBER OF AUDIENCE: 

2   Yes. My 6th grade class at St. Claire’s school wanted to ask 
all the promises you guys are making and all the pledges, will 
you keep them when you’re in office? 
GORE: 

3   Yes. I am a person who keeps promises. And you know 
we’ve heard a lot about—from the governor about not much 
being done in the last eight years, as if the promises that I made 
eight years ago had not been kept. I think the record shows 
otherwise. We have gone from the biggest deficits eight years 
ago to the biggest surpluses in history today. Instead of high 
unemployment, we now have the lowest African-American 
unemployment, the lowest Latino unemployment ever measured. 
New jobs, low unemployment nationally. Instead of ballooning 
the debt and multiplying it four times over we’ve seen it go 
down. Here are some promises I will make to you now. 

Text 

Who is Thomas 

Fisher? 

 
 

What does “in 

office” mean? 

Whom does the 

governor refer 

to? 

 

What happened 

to Gore eight 

years ago ? 
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4   I’ll balance the budget every year. I will pay down the debt 
every year. I will give middle-class Americans tax cuts, 
meaningful ones. And I will invest in education, health care, 
protecting the environment and retirement security.  

5   We both made promises in this campaign. I promise you I 
will keep mine. Let me tell you about one of the governor’s. He 
has promised a trillion dollars out of the social security trust 
fund for young working adults to invest and save on their own 
but he’s promised seniors that their social security benefits will 
not be cut and he’s promised the same trillion dollars to them 
so this is a show-me state, reminding me of the line from the 
movie Show Me the Money. Which one of those promises will 
be kept and which will you break, governor? 
MODERATOR: 

6   Governor *Bush3. 
BUSH: 

7   Thank you for your question. There’s an old high school 
debating trick which is to answer something and then attack 
your opponent at the end. You asked about promises. You were 
promised that Medicare would be reformed. And that social 
security would be reformed. You were promised a middle-class 
tax cut in 1992. It didn’t happen. Too much bitterness in 
Washington. There’s too much wrangling. It’s time to have a 
fresh start. 

8   One of the reasons I was successful as the governor of 
Texas is because I didn’t try to be all things to all people. When 
I campaigned in a race a lot of folks didn’t think I could win, 
including by the way my mother.  

9   I said I’d do four things: tort reform, education reform, 
welfare reform and juvenile justice reform. And I won and I 
had the will of the people of my state behind me. I brought 
folks together to get it done and that’s what we need I think in 
this election. To me that’s what it’s all about. 

What does 

“meaningful ones” 

mean? 

 
Why did Gore 

mention the  

governor’s 

promises? 

Did Gore agree   

that the governor  

will keep his  

promises? 

 

 

 

 

Why did Bush  

mention the old  

school debating  

trick? 

 

What does “a fresh 

start mean”? 

What does “to be 

all things to all 

people mean”? 

 

What is the reason 

for Bush’s winning 

according to his 

words? 
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10    I’m sure your 6th grade kids and are saying these guys 
will say anything to get elected. There’s a record and I hope 
that’s what people look at. One of my promises is going to be 
social security reform and you bet we need to take a trillion 
dollars out of that 2.4 trillion surplus. Remember, social 
security revenue exceeds expenses up until 2015. 

11   People will get paid. But if you’re a younger worker, if 
you’re younger, you better hope this country thinks differently 
or you will be faced with huge payroll taxes, reduced benefits 
and you bet we’ll take a trillion dollars of your own money and 
let you invest it under safe guidelines so you get a better rate of 
return on the money than the 2% the government gets for you 
today. 

12   It will require to bring both *Republicans4 and *Democrats5 
together to get it done. That’s what it requires. There was a 
chance to get this done. It was bipartisan approach but it’s been 
rejected. I’m going to bring them together. 
MODERATOR: 

13    Both of you on this subject. There are other questions that 
also go to this skepticism, not necessarily about you, but all 
people in politics. Why is that? 
GORE: 

14   Well, first of all, Jim, I would like to respond to what the 
governor just said. Because the trillion dollars that has been 
promised to young people has also been promised to older 
people. And you cannot keep both promises. If you’re in your 
mid-40’s under the governor’s plan social security will be 
bankrupt by the time you retire, if he takes it out of the social 
security trust fund. Under my plan it will be extended until 
your 100. 

15   Now that is the difference. And the governor may not want 
to answer that question, he may want to call it a high school 
debating trick but this election isn’t about debating trick it’s 

Whom does 

 “these guys”  

 refer to? 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did Bush  

say “your own  

money”? 

 

What is the main 

idea of this  

paragraph? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is Jim? 

 

What is the main 

idea of this  

paragraph? 

 

 

 
What is the  
difference? 
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about your future. The reason—he says it gets 2%. It’s not a 
bank account that just pays back money that’s invested. It is 
also used to give your mothers and fathers the social security 
checks that they live on. 

16   If you take a trillion dollars out of that social security trust 
fund, how are the checks going to be––how are you going to 
keep faith with the seniors? Let me come directly to your 
question. 
MODERATOR: 

17  We have to go to the closing statements and… 
 BUSH: 
18   Can I answer that? One reason people are skeptical is 

because people don’t answer the question they’re asked. It 
comes out of the surplus. There’s a difference of opinion. I 
want workers to have their own assets. It’s who you trust, 
government or people. 

 

 

 

 

moderator ���&K(�

�LP�(�  
n. someone whose job is to control a discussion or 

argument and to help people reach an 
agreement (辩论会等的)主持人 

pledge  ���zLK=

�  
n.  solemn promise 誓言, 誓约 

deficit ��KLMP�P

�� 
n. amount by which something, esp. money, is too 

little (收支上的)赤字, 亏损 
surplus ���(��z(

��  
n.  amount additional to what is needed or used 

盈余 
Latino  �z$��P��

(<�  
n. someone living in the US whose family came 

from a Central or South American country 拉
丁美洲人 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who didn’t  

answer the  

questions they  

were asked? 

New Words
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balloon �I(�z��

��  
v.  become larger in amount 增加 

multiply ���4z�P

�zHP�  
v.  increase in number or amount 增加, 增多 

budget  ��I4K=P

��  
n.  plan of how to spend money, esp. public money 

taken in by taxation 预算 
meaningful  ���P��P1

M�z�  
adj. serious, important or useful 有意义的 

campaign  �R$���L
P��  

n.  a series of actions intended to achieve a 
particular result, especially in politics or 
business (政治或商业性)活动，竞选活动 

trillion  ����PzQ

☯��  
num. one million million 一万亿 

opponent  �☯��☯��

☯��� 
n. person who takes the opposite side in a 

competition or fight 对手, 敌手 
medicare  ���LKP

RA☯�  
n. medical care 医疗保健 

wrangle  ���$�Nz

�  

v.  take part in an angry or noisy quarrel 争论, 争执 

Texas  ���LR�☯�

�  
n. one of the states in America 得克萨斯州 

tort  ���&���  n. wrongful but not criminal act 民事侵权行为
(非犯罪行为) 

welfare  ���LzMA

5�  
n.  help with living conditions, social problems, 

etc. 福利 
juvenile  ��K=���

☯�HPz�  
adj.  of or for young persons 青少年的 

revenue  ���L�☯�

Q���  
n.  income, esp. received by the government 财政

收入 
payroll  ���LP�☯

<z�  
n. total amount of wages paid in a particular 

company 公司发放的工资总额 
guideline  ��NHPKz

HP��  
n. main points on how to deal with something 指

导方针 
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Republican  ��P��4I
zPR☯��  

n.  (美国)共和党 

Democrat  ��KL�☯
R�$��  

n.  (美国)民主党 

bipartisan  ��IHP�
%��,�a$�

�  

adj. consisting or representing two political parties 
两党制的 

skepticism ���RL��

P�Pa☯��  
n.  doubt 怀疑 

bankrupt  ��I$�R�

☯���  
adj.  unable to pay one’s debts 破产的 

skeptical ���RL��

PR☯z�  
adj.  doubtful 怀疑的 

asset  ��$�L��  n.  property that has value and may be sold 资产, 
财产 

 

 

 

make promises to promise that you will do something 承诺 
keep one’s promise to do something one promised 信守诺言 
be in office to come into power 执政 
remind sb of to make someone remember something 使人想起 
break one’s promise to fail to do something one promised 违背诺言 
by the way used to introduce a new subject in speech 顺便说一句 
live on to have as one’s food or income 依赖⋯⋯生活 

 
 

 

 

1. 美国总统竞选: 2000年是美国的大选年，选举产生美国的第 54任总统。美国实行
总统制，总统选举每 4年举行一次，每次选举一般持续一年之久。总统选举的程
序大致分４个阶段，分别是：预选、党代表大会、总统候选人竞选和全国选民投

Phrases and Expressions

Notes 
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票。预选通常在大选年的２月开始，６月份结束。所谓预选，就是登记参加总统

竞选的人竞争各党党内总统候选人的提名，具体任务是推选各州出席本党全国代

表大会的代表。预选大致分为两种形式：一是“闭门预选”，即只允许本党支持者

参加；二是“开放预选”，即允许跨党投票。预选通常从美国东北部的小州新罕布

什尔州开始。党的全国代表大会一般在 7、8月份举行，任务是确定该党的总统、
副总统候选人，并通过党的竞选纲领。代表大会之后，总统竞选便正式拉开帷幕。

两党总统候选人不惜耗费巨资，穿梭于全国各地，发表竞选演说，会见选民，召

开记者招待会，阐述其对国内外政策的主张，笼络人心，争取选票。选举年 11
月份的第一个星期一后的第一个星期二为全国选民投票日（2000年是 11月 7 日）。
美国总统选举实行“选举人”制度，全国共有 538张选举人票，一位候选人赢得
的选举人票超过总数的一半（270张），即当选总统。按美国法律规定，如果所有
候选人都没能获得半数以上的选举人票，则由国会众议院从得票最多的前三名候

选人中选出总统。   
电视辩论: 电视辩论开始于 1960年, 但在此之后又停止了三次, 到 1976年恢复, 持 

续至今。2000年的总统选举共举行了三次电视辩论，其具体情况为： 
第一次： 
Date: October 3, 2000  
Location: University of Massachusetts  
City: Boston, MA  
Time: 9:00 - 10:30 p.m. Eastern  
Sponsor: Commission on Presidential Debates  
Moderator: Jim Lehrer, PBS  
Format: Single moderator; candidates questioned in turn with two minutes to answer; 60 
second rebuttal; two minute closing statements.  
第二次： 
Date: October 11, 2000  
Location: Wake Forest University  
City: Winston-Salem, NC  
Time: 9:00 - 10:30 p.m. Eastern  
Sponsor: Commission on Presidential Debates  
Moderator: Jim Lehrer, PBS  
Format: Single moderator; candidates questioned in turn with two minutes to answer; 60 
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second rebuttal; two minute closing statements.  
第三次： 
Date: October 17, 2000  
Location: Washington University  
City: St. Louis, MO  
Time: 9:00 - 10:30 p.m. Eastern  
Sponsor: Commission on Presidential Debates  
Moderator: Jim Lehrer, PBS  
Format: Single moderator; candidates questioned in turn with two minutes to answer; 60 
second rebuttal; two minute closing statements.  
本课文选自第三次第十场辩论的后半部分。双方辩论的内容涉及减税、社会安全保

障、医疗保健、教育、国防、死刑、枪支管理、暴力色情文化对儿童的冲击、中东

冲突等许多问题，但交锋的焦点主要集中在社会安全保障、医疗保健，教育等选民

最为关心的国内问题上。详情请参阅网站：www.debates.org 
2. Gore: Gore was born on March 31, 1948, and is the son of the late U.S. Senator Albert 

Gore, Sr. and Pauline Gore. Raised in Carthage, Tennessee, and Washington, D.C., Gore 
received a degree in government with honors from Harvard University in 1969. After 
graduation, he volunteered for enlistment in the U.S. Army and served in Vietnam. 
Returning to civilian life, Gore became an investigative reporter with The Tennessean in 
Nashville. He attended Vanderbilt University Divinity School and Vanderbilt Law School. 
Gore began his career in public service in 1976 when he was elected to represent 
Tennessee in the U.S. House of Representatives (1977—1985). He was elected to the U.S. 
Senate in 1984 and was re-elected in 1990 (1985—1993). A candidate for the Democratic 
nomination for President in 1988, he won more than three million votes and Democratic 
contests in seven states. Al Gore was inaugurated as the 45th Vice President of the United 
States on January 20, 1993. President Clinton and Vice President Gore were re-elected to a 
second term in 1996, and Vice President Gore was sworn in again on January 20, 1997. 
Gore is married to the former Mary Elizabeth “Tipper” Aitcheson. They have four children: 
Karenna (born August 6, 1973), married to Drew Schiff; Kristin (born June 5, 1977), 
Sarah (born January 7, 1979), and Albert III (born October 19, 1982). The Gores also have 
one grandchild––Karenna and Drew’s son Wyatt, born on the Fourth of July, 1999. For 
more information, please visit http: //www.algore2000.com 

3. Bush: George W. Bush was born in New Haven, Connecticut, moved to Texas with his 


