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LESSON FIFTEEN

Section A
New Words
equal [ 'i:kwol ] physical [ 'fizikl |
as...as  ceeees in general
logical [ 'lodzikl] strong ,
creative [ kri'eitiv ] mean [ mimn ] TR
agree [o'gri: ] inferior [ in'fioris | R
real [riol] ought [oit]

Text A
Men and Women

Many people believe men and women are equal in every way. They believe
women are just as intelligent as men. They also believe that in business women
are as logical and creative as men. They don’t believe that women are better
parents than men. They feel that men can be just as good with children as
women.

Most people agree that there are some real physical difference between

men and women. In general, most women are not as strong as men. Most
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women are not as tall as men. In general, women cannot run or march as fast
as men.

But that doesn’t mean women are inferior to men in any way. They ought
to be equal.

—adapted from English Alive

Questions and Answers
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1) Are men and women equal in every way
(Many people believe they are, but others don’t.)
2) Are women as intelligent as men
(Many people believe they are, and I think so, too.)
3) Are women as logical and creative as men in business
(I think they are.)
4) Who are better parents—men or women
(It’s hard to say. Some women may be better parents than
men, but men can be good parents, too.)
5) Can men be just as good with children as women
(I think they can.)
6) Do you agree that there are some real physical difference
between men and women
(Yes, I do. Everybody can see their physical difference.)
7) Are women as strong as men
(In general, they aren’t, but some women are as strong as men. )
8) Who are taller—men or women
(Most women are not as tall as men, but some of them are
quite tall. Diana is taller than Joe.)
9) Can women run or march as fast as men
(In general they can’t, but some of them run or march very
fast, cven faster than men.)
10) Does all this mean that women are inferior to men in any
way
(No, it doesn’t.)
11) So men and women are equal, aren’t they
(Well, they ought to be equal, but sometimes they are not
really equal.)
12) Are men and women equal in China
(Not in every way, I think. In general, women do more
housework than men. Few women make as much money as

v o1 1

Section B
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New Words

percent [po'sent] ~ eeeees body [ 'bodi]

armed forces ( ) rifle [ 'raifl]

increase [in'kris] uniform [ 'jumniform |

create [ cri'eit ] , size 5

problem [ 'problom | fit ,

military [ 'militori ] 5 shoulder [ 'fouldo]
Text B

Women in the U.S. Army

In 1980 about 8 percent of the armed forces in the United States were
women. The number of women in the armed forces is increasing every year.

Sometimes the physical differences between men and women create
problems for the military. Military studies show that women’s bodies are not as
strong as men’s, so the physical exercises for women can’t be as difficult as
those for men. Women'’s rifles are 8 pounds while men’s rifles are 11 pounds.
Women cannot run or march as fast as men because their legs are not as long as
men’s legs.

The army is working on new designs for women’s uniforms. A small size of
a man’s uniform does not fit a woman. Women’s shoulders are not as wide as
men’s and the legs on women’s pants cannot be as long as the legs on men’s
pants.

—adapted from English Alive

Questions and Answers

1) Are there many women in the U.S. Army

(Yes, there are.)
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2) How many percent of the armed forces in the United States
were women in 1980
(About 8 percent of them were women.)
3) Is the number of women in the armed forces increasing every
year
(Yes, it is.)
4) Does this create problems for the military
(Yes, it does because there are physical differences between
men and women. )
5) What do military studies show
(They show that women’s bodies are not as strong as men’s. )
6) Should the physical exercises for women be as difficult as
those for men
(No, they shouldn’t.)
7) Are women’s rifles lighter than men’s
(Yes, they are. Women’s rifles are 8 pounds while men’s
rifles are 11 pounds. )
8) Can women run or march as fast as men Why
(No, they can’t because their legs are not as long as men’s. )
9) Does the army have to design special uniforms for women
(Yes, it does.)
10) Can’t a woman wear a man’s small-size uniforms
(No, she can’t.)
11) Why can’t she do that
(Because a small size of a man’s uniform does not fit a
woman. )
12) Why doesn’t it fit a woman
(Because women’s shoulders are not as wide as men’s and the
legs on women’s pants cannot be as long as those on men’s
pants.)
13) What does the writer want to show in this text

(He wants to show there are differences between men and
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Section C

New Words
assistant [ o'sistont | 5 deposit [ di'pozit | 0
model certainly
afford [o'ford | 5 price
less , millionaire [ milio'nes |
worth heavy [ 'hevi ]
in(on) instalments [ ins'tolment | careful [ 'keofl ] 2
Conversation
Mr Lake: I like this record player very much. How much does it cost,
please
Assistant: It’s the most expensive model in this shop. It costs sixty-four
pounds.
Mrs That’s too expensive for us. We can’t afford all that money.
Lake:
Assistant: This model is less expensive than that one. It’s only twenty-eight
pounds. But, of course, it’s not as good as the expensive one.
Mr Lake: I don’t like this model. The other model’s more expensive, but it’s
worth the money. Can we buy it on instalments
Assistant:  Of course. You can pay a deposit of ten pounds and then one
pound a week for sixty weeks.
Mr Lake: Do you like it, dear
Mrs I certainly do but I don’t like the price. You always want the best,
Lake: but we can’t afford it. Sometimes you think you’re a millionaire.
Mr Lake: Millionaires don’t buy things on instalments.
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—adapted from First Things First

Grammar

Comparison of Adjectives and Adverbs (1)

Equality is expressed by the Positive Degree with the help
of as. .. as( as...as ).e.g.

She is as tall as her husband.

Women are as intelligent as men.

It is as hot today as it was yesterday.

He speaks English as well as an Englishman.

The as... as construction can also be used in negative
sentences though some people prefer the not so... as
construction (as. .. as , not
SO...as ),€.g.

Bill’s garden is not as (so) beautiful as Joe’s garden.

It is not as (so) good as the expensive one.

It isn’t as (so) hot today as it was yesterday.

I don’t speak English as well as you do.

She did not arrive as early as the others.

Sometimes we can use the word less to express inferiority

“ ”»

( less ).e.g.

This model is less expensive than that one ( = not as
expensive as that one) .

They are less careful than before ( = not as careful as
before) .

She is less sociable than her husband ( = not as sociable as

her husband) .

Exercises
1. Learn to read the consonant clusters( )
[bL-] [£1-] [gl-] [k1-] [pl-]
blow fly glad class play
black flat glass close please
blue flow glove climb place
blouse flower globe clever pleasant
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2. Answer the questions after the model( )

Model: Is Joe as tall as Diana
No. he isn’t as tall as Diana. Diana is taller than Joe.
1) Is a car as heavy as a truck
2) Is a dog as strong as a horse
3) Is a recorder as expensive as a TV-set
4) Are you as careful as your sister
5) Do girls run as fast as boys
6) Did you get up as early as your father today
7) Is it as cold today as (it was) yesterday
8) Can you swim as fast as Peter
9) Is Rose working as hard as before

10) Did you do as much work as John

3. Spelling check:

physical equal strong shoulder exercise
logical general agree uniform deposit
inferior business ought create instalment
intelligent percent rifle problem assistant
difference increase design military heavy
millionaire certainly careful afford worth

4. Retell this passage first orally and then in writing:

William Scott’s grandfather was born in 1850. He was born on a farm in
Indiana. He lived on the farm all his life. His children were born there. He
died at the age of sixty.

He had four sons and one daughter. Three of the sons went to the city. But
William Scott’s father didn’t leave the farm. He was born there in 1875. He
died there at the age of seventy.

William Scott was born on the farm, too. He was born in 1923. His
children were born on the farm and are still living there. But his son Sam Scott
isn’t going to stay on the farm. He isn’t going to be a farmer. He’s going to be

an engineer and build bridges. His daughter Ann isn’t going to stay on the farm
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