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LESSON TWENTY

Section A
Words and Expressions
team [ tiim | hunt
primitive [ 'primitiv ] expedition [ ekspi'difon] .
ritual [ 'ritfusl] ( )
tribe trust )
exactly [ig'zeektli ] depend on e )
share 9 9 various [ 'veorios |

factor ['fakto]

Text A
On the Bank of the Amazon

A television team working on a programme about the Amazon have just
discovered a young college student living with a primitive tribe of Indians. They
are interviewing him for their programme.

Interviewer: Of course we were very surprised to discover a white man

living here. What exactly are you doing

Young Man: I’ve been living in this village for about six months. I've been

studying the lives and customs of these people,and I'm going to write a
book about it.

Interviewer: And have you learnt a lot
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Young Man: Oh, yes.I've been sharing the daily lives of the inhabitants.

I’ve been on their hunting expeditions. I’ve taken part in their rituals

and festivals. I’ve learnt to understand their language. I feel they have

really begun to trust me.

Interviewer: How long do you plan to stay

Young Man: Well, that depends on various factors. I've been here since

last September. I plan to stay until next August at least, but possibly a

bit longer.
—adapted from Exploring English
Questions and Answers
1> What do you know about the Amazon

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

3)

9

10

11

12)

13)

14)

(It’s one of the longest rivers in the world.)

Where is it

(I’s in South America. It passes through Peru and
Brazil.)

Who are working on the bank of the Amazon now

(A television team are working there. )

What have they just discovered

(They’ve discovered a young college student living with a
primitive tribe of Indians.)

Are they surprised to discover a white man living there
(Yes, very.)

What are they doing now

( They’re interviewing the vyoung man for their
programme. )

How long has the young man been living in that village
(For about six months.)

What has he been doing there

(He’s been studying the lives and customs of these
people.)

What does he plan to do

(He’s going to write a book about his experience there.)
Has he learnt a lot there

(Yes, he has.)

How has he been living there

(He’s been sharing the daily lives of the inhabitants.)
What do the inhabitants often do

(They often go on hunting expeditions. )

What for

(To find food for themselves. )

Has the young man been on such expeditions

(Yes, he has.)
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15) What else has he done
(He’s also taken part in their rituals and festivals.)

16) Has he learnt to understand their language
(Yes, he has. So he has no difficulty in communicating
with them.)

17) Do the Indians trust him
(The young man feels that they have just begun to trust
him.)

18) How much longer does he plan to stay there
( That depends on various factors. It depends, for
example, on how long he could stay away from college. It
also depends on whether he misses his own people. )

19) Since when has he been there
(He’s been there since last September. )

20) Until when does he plan to stay

(TTntil navt Ancnct at loact Ha mavw ctav a hit lanaocar )

Section B
Words and Expressions
jungle wild [waild ]
unusual s sharpened )
stone stick
condition [ kon'difon] 5 axe [aeks]
banana [ bs'nams | tool
entirely [in'taiali | C ) gentle

Text B
A Primitive Tribe

In the heart of the jungle on an island in the Philippines, there is a small
tribe of primitive people, This tribe is unusual in several ways. First, they live

in Stone Age conditions. They do not wear clothes, just banana leaves and they
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live in caves. Second, it is a very small tribe
1972

living.

only twenty-four people in

but they do not want to leave their jungle home or change their way of

These people live entirely from the jungle. They eat wild fruits. They dig
for vegetables with sharpened sticks and eat their food off banana leaves. They
cut wood and hard fruits with stone axes. They make wooden tools with stone
knives. They make fire by rubbing two sticks together.

These people do not hunt or kill. They are gentle, friendly and peaceful
people. They do not want to change their stone age living conditions or move
away from their jungle home.

—adapted from Contemporary English

Questions and Answers
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1) What’s the text about
(It’s about a tribe of primitive people.)
2) Where do they live
(They live in the heart of the jungle on an island in the
Philippines.)
3) Where are the Philippines
(They are in the Pacific Ocean, to the southeast of
China.)
4) Is this tribe rather unusual
(Yes, itis.)
5) What conditions do they live in
(In Stone Age conditions. )
6) Do they wear clothes
(No, they don’t. They just wear banana leaves. )
7) Where do they live
(They live in caves.)
8) Are they a big tribe
(No, they are a very small tribe.)
9) How many people make up the tribe
(We don’t know how many people they are made up of
now, but in 1972 there were just twenty-four people.)
10> Do they get things from the outside
(I guess not. They live entirely from the jungle.)
11) What do they eat
(They eat wild fruits and wild vegetables.)
12) How do they get vegetables for food
(They dig for them with sharpened sticks.)
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13)

Where do they put their food when they eat it
(They eat their food off banana leaves.)

14) How do they cut wood and hard fruits
(With stone axes.)
15) How do they make tools
(With stone knives. )
16) How do they make fire
(By rubbing two sticks together.)
17) Why don’t they eat meat
(Because they don’t hunt or kill.)
18) What kind of people are they
(They are gentle, friendly and peaceful people.)
19) Do they want to change their way of living and their living
conditions
(No, they don’t.)
20) Do they want to move away from their jungle home
(No, they don’t either.)
21) Do you think there are still primitive people in China
(I really don’t know. There might be a few deep in the
mountains. There have been rumours about snow men.
Who knows )
Section C
Words and Expressions
helicopter [ 'helikopto | waist [ weist |
vegetation [ vedzi'teifon] : lifestyle
thick s s s according to )
hostile [ 'hostail | , religious [ ri'lidziss ]
treat [trizt | legend [ 'ledzond ]
except [ik'sept ] , wrong [ rop |
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Conversation: An Interview

Interviewer: Mr Anderson, how did you and your team reach the Tasadays

Anderson: That’s a good question We used a helicopter but the vegetation is
so thick in that part that we couldn’t land in the usual way. We got out of
the helicopter onto a small platform built at the top of a tall tree

Interviewer: That was rather dangerous, wasn’t it

Anderson :Yes, it was.

Interviewer: And where did you first see the Tasadays

Anderson: In a row of caves. They were sitting on the floor of the caves. Some
of them were eating. Others were talking quietly.

Interviewer: Were they hostile

Anderson: No, they were very friendly. They did not know us, and our clothes
and appearance were strange to them but they treated us as friends.

Interviewer: What do they look like

Anderson: They are fairly short and very dark. They have thick, black hair
and brown bodies, and, of course, they don’t wear anything except banana
leaves round their waist.

Interviewer: How did you talk to them

Anderson: Through two interpreters: One of them translated from English to
the T’boli language and the other from T’boli to Tasaday.

Interviewer: What did you talk about

Anderson: Their problems: for example, there are very few women in the
tribe, and most of the children are boys. We also talked about the help
they received.

Interviewer: Do you think they will move away and change their lifestyle

Anderson: No, not really. According to their religious legends they have to
stay in that part. I think they are happy there. It would be wrong to
change them.

Interviewer: Thank you, Mr Anderson.

—adapted from Contemporary English
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Grammar
The Present Per fect Continuous
Tense and the Past Per fect Continuous Tense

( )

The Present Perfect Continuons Tense expresses an action that
has continued up to the present(
).e.g.
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