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LESSON ELEVEN

Section A

Words and Expressions

contribute [ kon'tribjuit]  e-ee-

rare [res] , reader
strange [streindz ] take away 5
contain [ ken'tein] , dig up
interest ( ) once [ wans | ,
wish [wif] . bury. [ 'beri] ,
earth
Text A

The British Museum

A visit to a museum contributes to our education. The British Museum is a great
building in London, not far from London University. Thousands of visitors go to it
every year to sec the rare, strange and beautiful things it contains. What interests many
people more than anything else is the large library, in which there are millions of books.

You can find any English book you want there, and many books in foreign languages or
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translated into English. The library is also a reading room, with tables and chairs for
students who wish to study; but if you want to borrow books to read there you must first
get a reader’s ticket from the office. One cannot borrow books to take away.

In other parts of the museum there are rooms and halls containing things
which have been brought from countries all over the world. They help us to
understand the history of foreign lands, and the people who live in them. Some
of the things which have been dug up in places where old cities once stood, and
put in the museum, were being worn or used by men and women many
thousands of years ago. These cities now lie buried, covered with many feet of
earth.

On the way out you can buy pictures of the most interesting things that are
shown in the museum.

—adapted from A Direct Method English Course

Questions and Answers
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Do you like to visit museums
(Yes, I do.)
2) Why do you like visiting them
(Because visits to museums contribute to our education.)
3) Which is a world famous museum
(The British Museum is.)
4) Where is it
(It’s in London, not far from London University. )
Do many people go there
(Yes. thousands of visitors go to it every year. )
6) Does it contain many interesting things
(Yes, it does. It contains many rare, strange and beautiful
things.)
7) What interests people more than anything else
(Its library does, which is very large and contains millions
of books. )
8) What kinds of books can we find there
(We can find any English book we want there. And there
are many books in foreign languages or translated into
English.)
9) Are there any books in Chinese there
(Yes, there are thousands of books in Chinese there. Some
of them are rare even in China.)
10) Has the library got a reading room
(Yes, it has. People can study there.)
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12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

18)

19)

Can we borrow their books to read there

(Yes, we can, but we must get a reader’s ticket from the office. )
Can we borrow books to take away

(No, we can’t.)

Why not

(Because we might lose them.)

What’s there in other parts of the museum

(There are rooms and halls containing things which have
been brought from countries all over the world. )

Are these things worth seeing

(Of course they are. They help us to understand the
history of foreign lands, and the people who live in
them.)

What else can we see there

(We can also see things that have been dug up in places
where old cities once stood. )

Can we see clothes worn by people thousands of years ago
(Yes, we can. We can also see things used by these people
long. long ago.)

Where are these cities now

(They lie buried., covered with many feet of earth.)

Can we buy pictures of the most interesting things that are
shown in the museum

(Vee we can )

Section B
Words and Expressions
dull > s drop ¢ ) .,
thunderstorm apologize [o'poladzaiz] 5
umbrella [ Am'brels | lack
suggest [so'dzest | discipline [ 'disiplin]
agree [o'gri:] right
pleasure [ 'plezo] ( ) educational
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Text B

In the Museum

Dark black clouds in a dull sky meant one thing only: There was going to
be a thunderstorm. No one of us had brought an umbrella, or even a raincoat,
so when Jack suggested we should go to a museum, we all agreed immediately.
As we had been shopping all morning and were now feeling very tired it would
be a pleasure to sit down. We took a bus and arrived just as large drops of rain
were beginning to fall.

The museum was very peaceful. We sat down in the main hall and listened
to the rain beating against the windows. Suddenly a large group of school-boys
were led in by a teacher. The poor man was trying to keep them quiet, but they
did not pay any attention. The boys ran here and there. Apologizing for this
lack of discipline, the teacher explained the boys were “rather excited”. Finally
we decided to leave.

As Jack said when we were walking in the rain, the boys had more right to
be in the museum than we had. After all, they had come on an educational
visit, while we had just wanted to get out of the rain.

—adapted from A First Book in Comprehension Precis and Composition

Questions and Answers
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1) What was the weather like when the writer was out one
day
(There were dark clouds in a dull sky.)
2) What did that show
(It showed that there was going to be a thunderstorm.)
3) Where was the writer at the time
(He was probably somewhere in town with his friends. )
4) Had they brought umbrellas
(No., not one of them had. They hadn’t even brought a
raincoat. )
5) What did Jack suggest
(He suggested they should go to a museum. )
6) Did the others agree
(Yes, they all agreed immediately.)
7) Why did they all agree
(Because they were feeling very tired and it would be a
pleasure to sit down.)
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12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

18)

19)

20)

21

What had they been doing

(They had been shopping all morning. That’s why they
were feeling tired.)

Was there a museum nearby

(No, there wasn’t.)

What did they do then

(They took a bus and arrived at a museum. )

Had it started raining yet

(It was just beginning to rain. Large drops of rain were
beginning to fall.)

Was the museum peaceful at the time

(Yes, it was when they arrived.)

What did they do in the museum Did they look around
(No, they didn’t. They just sat down in the main hall and
listened to the rain beating against the windows. They
wanted to have a rest.)

What suddenly happened

(A group of school-boys were led in by a teacher.)

Were the boys very quiet

(No, they were very noisy. They ran here and there.)
What did the teacher do then

(He tried hard to keep them quiet.)

Did he succeed

(No, he didn’t. The boys didn’t pay any attention to what
he said.)

How did the teacher feel and what did he do

(He felt very bad. He apologized for this lack of discipline
and explained the boys were “rather excited”.)

What did the writer and his friends finally do

(They finally left the museum. )

Was it still raining

(Yes, it was. So they had to walk in the rain.)

What did Jack say

(He said the boys had more right to be in the museum than
they had because they had come on an educational visit

while they had just wanted to get out of the rain.)
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Section C

Words and Expressions

would rather ( ) nowadays [ 'nauadeiz |
There you are. . figure [ 'figa] ( ) :
statue [ 'steetju:] : cock

ancient [ 'einfont | crow [ krou |

Egyptian [i'dzipfen] remind :

Egypt [ 'idzipt ] keep from ~ eeeee-

Conversation: In the British Museum

Marian: Here is the British Museum.

Sally: Oh, I don’t want to spend the whole morning in there. It’s too big and
dark. It’s a lovely day. Can’t we go to the zoo instead

Marian: No, Sally. We'll go there another day. They’ve got some of the most
beautiful things in the world here. Hello, Mr. Blunt I never expected to
see you here.

Blunt: I come here to work in the reading room. You're showing your little
sister round, aren’t you

Marian: Yes. But Sally would rather go to the zoo.

Blunt: If you like animals, Sally, you’ll find plenty here. Come along. I'll
show you some. There you are Now that’s a fine horse’s head.

Sally. He’s beautiful, isn’t it

Blunt: And there are the statues of ancient Egyptian kings.

Marian: Yes, aren’t they enormous

Blunt: Some of them have been rather badly damaged.

Marian: If you went to Egypt, would you still find things like this

Blunt: Oh, yes, lots of them. Well, Sally seems happy enough now. She’s
fascinated by everything.
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