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LESSON ELEVEN

Section A
Words and Expressions
crisis [ 'kraisis | revolutionary [ ireve'lu:fonari |
tax liberty [ libsti]
fail equality [i'kwoliti ]
troops fraternity [ fra'toniti | :
storm monarchy [ 'monaki |
abolish [ o'bolif] terror. [ 'tera]

Text A
The French Revolution

The French Revolution broke out in 1789. At the time France was in a
crisis. The Government was badly run and people’s lives were miserable. King
Louis X VI tried to control the national parliament and raise more taxes. But his
effort failed. He ordered his troops to Versailles. The people thought that
Louis intended to put down the Revolution by force. On July 14, 1789, they
stormed and took the Bastille, where political prisoners were kept. Ever since
that day., July 14 has been the French National Day.

Louis tried to flee the country in 1792, to get support from Austria and
Prussia. However, he was caught and put in prison. In September 1792, the
monarchy was abolished. In the same year, Louis was executed. A few months

later his wife, Marie Antoinette, also had her head chopped off.
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The Revolution of France had frightened the other kings of Europe. They
feared that the revolutionary ideas of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity would
spread into their own countries. Armies from Austria and Prussia began to
march against France. The French raised republican armies to defend the
nation. An officer called Rouget de Lisle wrote a song for the republican army
The Marseillaise, which has become the national song of France.

Then the revolution went through a period of terror. Thousands of people
lost their lives. In the end, power passed to a young officer. His name was
Napoleon Bonaparte.

—adapted from of Nations

Questions and Answers

1) When did the French Revolution break out
(It broke out in 1789.)
2) What was the situation like in France
(It was in a crisis. The government was badly run and people’s
lives were miserable. )
3) Who was King of France at that time
(Louis the Sixteenth was.)
4) What did he try to do
(He tried to control the national parliament and raise more
taxes. )
5) Did he succeed
(No, he failed.)
6) What did he do then
(He ordered his troops to Verseilles where he lived.)
7) What did the people think
(They thought that Louis intended to put down the Revolution by
force.)
8) What did they do on July 14, 1789
(They stormed the Bastille and took it. That was the place where
political prisoners were kept.)
9) This was an important day in France, wasn’t it
(Yes. It has been the French National Day every since. )
10) What did Louis try to do in 1792
(He tried to flee the country in order to get support from Austria
and Prussia.)
11) Did he succeed
(No, he was caught and put in prison.)
12) What happened in September 1792
134 (The monarchy was abolished.)



13) What happened to Louis in the end
(He was executed.)
14) What about his wife
(She had her head chopped off too.)
15) What was her name, do you know
(Her name was Marie Antoinette.)
16) What did the other kings of Europe feel about the French
Revolution
(They were frightened of it.)
17) Why were they frightened
(Because they feared that the revolutionary ideas of Liberty,
Equality and Fraternity would spread into their own countries. )
18) What did they do then
(The kings of Austria and Prussia sent their armies to attack
France.)
19) What did the French do
(They raised republican armies to defend the nation.)
20) Who wrote the song The Marseillaise
(An officer called Rouget de Lisle.)
21) Do you know how to sing the song
(Yes, I do. It’s also popular in China.)
22) What happened after that
(The French Revolution went through a period of terror.
Thousands of people lost their lives. )

OO\ WM/hn £FIa 11, e clhd Tanaann vren A Lin Anndenl

(Napoleon did. Power passed into his hand.)

Section B
Words and Expressions

superior [sju:'piorio] religion [ri'lidzin ]
ability [o'biliti] liberate [ 'liboreit |
general [ 'dzenaral | oppress [o'pres]
conquer [ 'kopka] surrender [ so'rendo |
consul [ 'konsal | s go wrong 9
capable [ 'keipabl] deport [ di'poit]
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Text B
Napoleon Bonaparte

Napoleon Bonaparte was born of poor parents on the island of Corsica in
1769. He attended a military school in France. There he worked hard and read
a lot about military history and military science. When the French Revolution
began, he was in the French army. He soon began to impress his superiors. He
showed great ability. In 1796, the French were fighting the Austrians in Italy
and the government sent Bonaparte to lead the French army. As a general, he
was brilliant. He drove the Austrians out of Italy and then, in 1798, went to
Egypt, which he quickly conquered. On November 10th, 1799 Bonaparte
became First Consul and the most powerful man in France.

Napoleon was a capable man. He organized every part of French life,
including education and religion. He was also very ambitious. Between 1802
and 1807 he created a great empire. He was crowned emperor in 1804. With his
large powerful army he took control of Italy, Holland and most of Germany.
At first many people in these countries welcomed the French. They thought
they were going to be liberated from their rulers. But the French soon
oppressed them just the same.

Napoleon made two bad mistakes. In 1807 he sent an army to conquer
Spain. He defeated the Spanish army, but the Spanish people fought against the
French and the British sent an army to help them. Finally Napoleon lost the
war. In 1812, Napoleon reached Moscow with a large army. But the Russians
refused to surrender. The winter was terrible and Napoleon lost his whole
army. After that everything went wrong. In 1815 he was beaten at the battle of
Waterloo and he was deported to the island of St. Helena, where he died in
1821.

—adapted from Contemporary English

Questions and Answers
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2)

3)

4)

When and where was Napoleon Bonaparte born

(He was born in 1769 on the island of Corsica.)

Were his parents rich

(No, they were poor.)

What kind of school did he attend

(He attended a military school.)

Did he work hard at school

(Yes, he did. He read a lot about military history and military science. )
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5)

6)

7

8)

)]
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12)

13

14

15)

16)

17)

18)

19)

200

Where was he when the French Revolution began

(He was in the army.)

How did he impress his superiors

(He impressed them as a man of great ability.)

What happened in 1796

(The French were fighting the Austrians in Italy.)

What did the French government do

(They sent Bonaparte to lead the army.)

Was Napoleon a good commander

(Yes, he was a brilliant general. )

What did he succeed in doing

(He succeeded in driving the Austrians out of Italy.)

What did he do in 1798

(He went to Egypt.)

Did he win a victory there

(Yes, he won a great victory. He conquered the country.)
What happened on November 10th,1799

(Napoleon became First Consul and the most powerful man in France.)
Was Napoleon capable as a ruler

(Yes, he was. He organized every part of French life, including
education and religion.)

He was also very ambitious, wasn’t he

(Yes, he was. Between 1802 and 1807 he created a great
empire. )

What happened in 1804

(He was crowned emperor. )

Which countries came under his rule

(With his large powerful army he took control of Italy, Holland
and most of Germany.)

Did the people in these countries like the French

(At first they did. They welcomed them because they thought
they were going to be liberated from their rulers.)

Were they disappointed afterwards

(Yes, they were because the French soon oppressed them just the
same. )

What bad mistakes did Napoleon make

(He made two bad mistakes. In 1807, Napoleon sent an army to
conquer Spain. He defeated the Spanish army, but the Spanish
people continued to fight against the French army. And the
British sent an army to help them. So Napoleon lost the war.)



21) What was his second mistake
(In 1812, Napoleon reached Moscow with a large army. But the
Russians refused to surrender. The winter was terrible.
Napoleon lost his whole army. )

22) What finally happened to Napoleon
(In 1815, he was beaten at the battle of Waterloo. He was
deported to the island St. Helena, where he died in 1821.)

Section C
Words and Expressions
impression [im'prefan ] sugar [ 'fu:ga]
adjust [o'dzast ] 5 brandy
fortnight oh dear ( )
northerner [ 'nodeons | start 5
minus [ 'mainas ] , chopsticks [ 'tfopstiks ]
heaven | 'heven] confirm [ kon'form ] ,

Conversation: An Evening Together

A
B.:

A

: It’s not as cold as I expected. I'm a northerner and temperatures where I

>

What are your first impressions of England
I still haven’t quite adjusted to being in a new country, but I'm getting to
like it very much.

It takes a while to settle down. After all, you’ve only been here a fortnight.

come from can drop to minus 28 in winter.

: Good Heavens As low as that Now. have some coffee. Would you like

yours with milk and sugar

: Just two sugars, please.
: Will you have a brandy

: I'd love some brandy.

139



® > >

>

: Oh dear, just look at the time I was so interested in our conversation that I

didn’t realize how late it was. Thank you so much for your nice dinner, but

I must be going.

: But it’s not ten yet.
: But I have a very early start tomorrow. I’ve got to get up at 6.

: You must let me drive you back to the College, then.

I wouldn’t think of it. It takes even less time to go by tube. I know the way

very well now.

. Well, if you insist.

: I do. And I also insist that you all come to my flat very soon for a home-

cooked Chinese meal. Eaten with chopsticks of course. Let’s say next

Saturday.

: We would be delighted. How good of you. But isn’t it too much trouble for

you to cook for all of us

: Not at all. Sometimes I cook for ten or more at home.
: How about I ring you the middle of next week to confirm

: Fine, Thank you so much for a wonderful meal and a very enjoyable

evening. Good night. See you next Saturday.

: Good night. Take care.

—adapted from Going Abroad
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