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LESSON ONE

Section A
Words and Expressions

robber French fries
rob pocket [ 'pokit | :
teller ( ) FBI ( )
gun 5 confess [ kon'fes | ,
hand robbery
wave Loy,

Text A
The Youngest Bank Robber

On February 25, 1981, a nine-year-old boy called Robert robbed a New
York bank in Manhattan. He went up to a teller, pointed a gun at her and
said, “Don’t say a word. Give me the money.” The teller looked at the boy,
looked at the gun, and then handed $ 118 to him. Robert walked to the door.
Then he turned, waved the money in the air, smiled and said, “Thanks a lot.
Good-bye.”

Robert spent almost all the money on hamburgers and French fries and a
movie. He also bought a watch for §29.95. Two days later, with only twenty
dollars in his pocket, Robert went to the F.B. 1. and confessed. The F.B. .
took the boy to the police.

Robert dropped out of school in 1980. He stayed home all day and spent
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hours and hours in front of the television. The night before the robbery he
watched two programs about police and robbery. The lawyer told the
newspaper and television reporters, “Robert did not use a real gun in the
robbery. He only had a toy gun.”

—adapted from English Alive

Questions and Answers



D

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

D

100

11

12)

13

14)

15)

What happened on February 25, 1981

(A boy robbed a bank in New York.)

What was the name of the boy How old was he

(He was called Robert. He was nine years old. )

How did he rob the bank

(He went up to a teller, pointed a gun at her and said, “Don’t
say a word. Give me the money.”)

What did the teller do

(She looked at the boy, looked at the gun and handed some
money to him.)

How much money did she give him

(118 dollars.)

What did the boy do then

(He took the money and walked to the door.)

Did he say anything to the teller

(Yes. He turned, waved the money in the air, smiled and
said, “Thanks a lot. Good-bye.”)

How did he spend the money

(He spent almost all the money on hamburgers and French fries. )
What’s French fries

(It’s a kind of fried potato.)

What else did the boy do with the money

(He went to a movie and also bought a watch.)

How much did he pay for the watch

(29 dollars and 95 cents.)

How much money did he have left in his pocket in the end
(He only had 20 dollars left.)

What did he do then

(He went to the F.B.1. and confessed.)

Was that the right thing to do

(I think so.)

What did the F.B.I. do

(They took the boy to the police.)



16) Wasn’t Robert a school-boy

(He had been one, but he dropped out of school in 1980.)
17) So he stayed at home, didn’t he

(Yes. he did.)
18) What did he do at home

(He spent hours and hours in front of the television.)
19) What did he do the night before the robbery

(He watched two programs about police and robbery. )
20) How did he learn to rob a bank

(He learnt from television. )
21) Where did he get the gun

(He didn’t have a gun. What he had was a toy gun.)

Section B
Words and Expressions

fire grab ,
flee attack >
wristwatch shot ¢ ) ,
arm ( ) blood stain
hammer struggle )
smash caretaker [ 'keoteika]

Text B
A Robbery

A policeman yesterday fired at a fleeing car containing three robbers, who
had robbed a shop of wristwatches worth $200,000. Armed with a gun, a
knife and a hammer, the men smashed a window and grabbed the watches. One
of them cut his hand.

A policeman heard the alarm and ran to the shop. One of the robbers tried

to attack him before jumping into the car with the others. The policeman fired
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a shot at the fleeing car. The police later found the car containing bloodstains
and two watches.

A caretaker told the police that the men were in his building. The police
found a bloodstained handkerchief outside the building and arrested one of the
men as he tried to escape from a first floor room. The other two men were
arrested after a struggle on the roof.

—adapted from New Access

Questions and Answers

1) What happened one day
(Some people robbed a shop of wristwatches.)
2) How many robbers did it
(Three of them.)
3) What were they armed with
(They were armed with a gun, a knife and a hammer.)
4) How did they rob the shop
(They smashed a window and grabbed the watches.)
5) What happened to one of them
(He cut his hand.)
6) How much were the watches worth
(They were worth 200,000 dollars. )
7) Was there any policeman around
(Yes, there was one.)
8) How did he get to know that the shop was being robbed
(He heard the alarm.)
9) What did he do then
(He ran to the shop.)
10) What did the robbers do
(They jumped into a car.)
11) What did one of them do before jumping into the car
(He tried to attack the policeman.)
12) What did the policeman do
(He fired a shot at the fleeing car.)
13) Did he succeed in catching the robbers
(No, he didn’t.)
14) What did the police find later
(They found the car.)
15) What did they find in the car



(There were bloodstains and two watches. )

16) Did the police find out where the robbers were
(They did with the help of a caretaker. He told them
that the robbers were in his building.)

17) What did the police find outside the building
(They found a bloodstained handkerchief.)

18) Were the robbers finally arrested
(Yes. they were.)

19) Where was one of them arrested
(He was arrested in a room on the first floor.)

20) Where were the other two arrested
(They were arrested on the roof.)

21) Did they put up a struggle
(Yes, they did. They were arrested after a struggle.)

Section C
Words and Expressions

inspector [in'spekto] , car park
take place plan ( )
blanket work
sewer [ 'sju] cable [ 'keibl ]
overalls [ 'ouveroilz | strongbox
block involve [in'voly]

Conversation: A Robbery

Mr chambers, the manager of a London bank, is talking to a police

inspector after a robbery.

Chambers: Well, Inspector. What do you think happened

Inspector: It’s clear that the robbery took place over the weekend. The robbers
may have got in immediately after closing time on Friday night, or they
may have waited till Saturday. But they must have spent at least one night

here, because they brought food and blankets with them.



Chambers: How did they get in

Inspector: Underground. First through the sewers, and then through a tunnel.

Chambers: But they couldn’t have made a tunnel through the walls of the bank.
They’re two feet thick.

Inspector: They did, sir. I'll show you in a minute. But they didn’t need to
make along tunnel. They used the sewers for most of the way.

Chambers: But why didn’t the sewer workers see them

Inspector: Well, they may have worn overalls. It must have taken them several
days to make the tunnel, and they must have blocked the entrance every
night.

Chambers: Then how did they get into the sewer

Inspector: We think they must have got in through the underground car park in
the main square.

Chambers: But that’s a long way from the bank.

Inspector: Yes, it’s about 250 metres. Let me show you on the plans here. The
sewer there is an underground river, and there’s path beside it. They must
have walked along the path and crossed the river. Next, they must have
entered the bank sewer. Then they were able to make the tunnel from the
sewer to the bank.

Chambers: But why didn’t the alarm system work

Inspector: They cut the cables, sir.

Chambers: How did they break open the strongbox

Inspector: They used electric tools.

Chambers: Who did it, Inspector Have you any idea

Inspector: It must be someone who knew the bank well, sir. One of your staff
may have been involved. I'd like to interview them all, if you don’t mind.

—adapted from New Incentive




Grammar
The Past Participle ( )

The Past Participle can be used in the predicate of a sentence. It
can either form the perfect tenses or the passive voice (
) , ).e.g.
Have you read about the robbery

They were finally arrested.
Apart from that, it can also be used as (

1) Predicative ( )
She felt rather depressed.
Why are you looking upset
2) An attribute ( )
They found a bloodstained handkerchief outside the building.

A nice-year-old boy called Robert robbed a bank in New
York.

3) An adverbial ( ) :
Armed with a gun, a knife and a hammer, they smashed a
window and grabbed the watches.
The boy walked along the street, followed by his dog.
4) A part of the complex object ( ):
They found the window broken.

We were glad to see them arrested
Exercises

1. Underline the past participle or participial phrases and tell their functions (
, )
1) They may have worn overalls.
2) He seemed impressed with her other qualifications.

3) In the evening, we went to listen to Christmas songs sung by the
children.

4) I’'m paid by the hour.
5) She felt disappointed at the words.

6) A large shell which lay buried under the ground for many years had
suddenly exploded.
7) All the shops were shut.

8) Thousands of people claimed to have seen them.



