Part I Introduction

O oo oom O

This book of Reading Comprehension Secrets . as one of the
volumes of the Mysteries Resolved in English for Chinese Learners
Series is also unique of its kind — different from all other existing

ones. It has several distinctive features as follows.
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1.1 Distinctive featares of 'this book
ooono

1.1.1 Tkhe first important feature

This book is bilingual, written in both English and Chinese.
Those whose English is good enough are .advised to read the English
explanations and those whose English is not so good yet can read the
English with the help of the Chinese. And even those whose English
is a little too poor for the time being but. who are determined to learn
English well can read the book in Chinese only. Therefore, anybody

who is interested in learning English will definitely benefit a lot from

reading it.
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1.1.2 The second important feature

Unlike the existing books of reading comprehension, this book
is not one of the test papers aimed at testing students on their com-
prehension. It is a book that students use to raise their level of En-
glish ,especially in reading, on a large scale. Like the other volumes
of this series, this book aims at revealing secrets of English learning.
In other words, it will show how mysteries are to be resolved in
reading for Chinese learners. After the biggest stumbling block is re-
moved, they will feel that the English language has become easy to
them to a great extent.
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1.1.3 The third important.feature

This book has accurately located where the real trouble of the
Chinese learners lies in learning English. The differences of word or-
der between English and Chinese have not only hindered the under-
standing of the English sentence structure but also obstructed effec-
tive reading comprehension in general in English as a result. By of-

fering practical and effective solutions to the real trouble that has



been discovered, this book has provided an approach to the resolving
of the mysteries in English for Chinese learners. Accordingly, the
biggest stumbling block in reading comprehension — a full under-
standing of the sentence structure — has been removed. The result
is that English reading has been made easier for Chinese students to

a great extent.
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1.1.4 The fourth important feature

This book is part of the result of the solidly based research item
“Differences of the Logical Order Between English and Chinese
Ways of Thinking”. which the author has carried out in the past
few years, sponsored by Tianjin Academy of Social Sciences. But it
is not purely theoretical. Meanwhile, unlike other reading compre-
hension books, it is not a book of exercises or test papers. In the
end, it is an organic combination of theory and practice. It has a sol-
id theoretical foundation and sufficient examples to support it, with
enough exercises for students to do, with the aim to enable them to

attain proficiency in reading comprehension in English without un-

due effort.
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1.1.5 The fifth important feature

This book deals with a set of problems that have never been
coped with so profoundly and in such unique ways that it is said
without any exaggeration, to have resolved the mysteries in reading
comprehension for Chinese learners. See later parts of the book.
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1.1.6 The sixth important feature

It should be made very clear that this book is not meant to be
inclusive or comprehensive. On the contrary, it is intended to con-
centrate on a few key points where Chinese learners have had the
greatest trouble and where the best possible solutions are to be of-
fered. Therefore, the most important points are highlighted.
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1.2 Concepts to be clarified
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In order to improve the quality of reading comprehension, there
are a few concepts that must be clarified before we move to the next
part of the book. Students are often puzzled as to what to do with

regard to those concepts such as Intensive Reading and Extensive



Reading, Easy Readings and Difficult Readings, Vocabulary and
Structure, Reading and Writing, Listening and Speaking.
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1.2.1 Intensive Reading and Extensive Reading

ooooo

Many students wonder why reading is divided into Intensive
and Extensive and how one should do one and how the other. In
fact, this is not a new problem. We will understand better if we
quote Of Studies by the famous English philosopher and essayist
Francis Bacon (1561 —1626) in the following.
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Of Studies

Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability. Their
chief use for delight, is in privateness and retiring; for ornament, is
in discourse; and for ability, is in the judgement and disposition of
business. For expert men can execute, and perhaps judge of particu-
lars, one by one; but the general counsels, and the plots and mar-
shalling of affairs, come best from those that are learned.” To spend
too much time in studies, is sloth; to use them too much for orna-
ment. is affectation; to make judgement only by their rules, is the
humour of a scholar. ... Read not to contradict and confute; nor to
believe and take for granted; nor to find talk and discourse; but to

weigh and consider. Some books are to be tasted, others to be swal-



lowed, and some few to be chewed and digested; that is, some
books are to be read only in parts; others to be read, but not curi-
ously; and some few to be read wholly, and with diligence and at-
tention. Some books also may be read by deputy, and extracts made
of them by others; but that would be only in the less important ar-
guments, and the meaner sort of books; else, distilled books are like
common distilled waters, flashy things. Reading maketh a full man;
conference a ready man; and writing an exact man. And therefore,
if a man write little, he had need have a great memory; if he confer
little, he had need have a present wit; and if he read little, he had
need have much cunning, to seem to know that he doth not. . .
goomooao
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Here in the above essay, Bacon clearly explains the purpose and

the ways of reading. He divides books into different kinds according



to the purposes. Important books should be read carefully and in de-
tail; books that are not so important may be read less carefully, in
part or even read by other people or by going through the extracts of

them.
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The first kind refers obviously to what is now called Intensive
Reading. Here students are expected to try ‘to understand everything
they meet with in reading: words, sentence structures, meanings,
shades of meaning, etc. One tries to get as deep as possible in com-
prehension. Readers are supposed to pay -attention to the quality
rather than the quantity of their reading. This kind of reading is re-
sponsible for the improvement of the quality of reading. Therefore,
it is essential and must be made use of.

Another kind of reading Bacon mentioned corresponds to what
is now meant by Extensive Reading. Here students are expected to
try to read as extensively or widely as possible. In order to read ex-
tensively, readers are supposed to learn speed reading. They do not
stop and ponder on the meaning of every word or phrase or sen-
tence. They do not have to consult the dictionary for things they do
not understand they come across unless they think it is absolutely
necessary to do so. They just read on and on without stopping for
the: general meaning. Sometimes, they may read for nothing but
pleasure or interest,or even-simply for killing the time. The purpose
of this kind of reading is for readers to get the feel of the language

they are reading in. The effect is a wide foundation on which Inten-



sive Reading is based and the result is rapid progress the readers
make under the combined pushing force of Intensive Reading and
Extensive Reading.

So, both Intensive Reading and Extensive Reading are impor-
tant, and equally important at that. Neither is dispensible.
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1.2.2 Easy readings and difficult readings

ooooooood

Many students do not know whether they should read easy
things or difficult ones in order to raise their reading ability. It de-
pends. In Intensive Reading, they should do relatively difficult ma-
terials. This is determined by its aim, which is supposed to get deep
into the reading materials. If they are too easy to read, that aim will
not be realized.

On the other hand, with Extensive Reading, students are sup-



posed to do relatively easy materials. The reason is obvious. If they
do things that are very difficult to them, they will move very slowly
in reading. There will be no  extensiveness” of reading to talk
about. Readers can never expect to achieve the aim of reading exten-
sively or widely.

Therefore, it is advisable to read comparatively difficult materi-
als in Intensive Reading but read relatively easy things in Extensive

Reading.
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1.2.3 Vocabulary and structure
ooooo
Chinese learners of English are often distressed as to the rela-
tionship between the vocabulary and the structure in their reading.
In other words, they cannot decide which is more important, words
or sentence structures . and how to learn one and how to learn the
other.
For full comprehension, to master both the vocabulary and the
structures of a reading passage is essential. The relationship between
them is just like that between bricks and mortar for a building. If

you have bricks only, without any mortar to hold them together,



you can never build a good house with them. Similarly, if one
knows the words of a reading passage without knowing how they are
organized together, one can never understand the passage properly.

So, the words and the structures go hand in hand and are equally
important. We cannot stress one to the neglect of the other.

As to how to learn words, it all depends. Different people have
different views, experiences and therefore different ways and meth-
ods to suggest. Some people may suggest memorizing as many new
words as possible within a short period of time, say, two weeks,
reading articles or books out of which the words have been chosen in
order to consolidate them. and then repeating the same process for
more new words out of new sources. Other people may be opposed
to that idea and recommend learning new words while learning
texts. Once the texts are learnt, the new words will be naturally
memorized. There are still others who may give their advice that one
should learn new words by learning the texts by heart. Here it is not
a matter of right and wrong. One should try to find one’s own best
way to do it.

However, readers are referred to one of the volumes of this se-
ries entitled .Vocabulary Secrets . which is due to come out soon.

For grammatical structures, there are many books to choose
from. Any one will do, but that will have to go with Grammar . a

volume of this series, which is unique and will be of unusual help to

Chinese learners of English.
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1.2.4 Reading and writing, and listening and speaking

ooooo

Chinese learners of English often ask such questions as “Why
can’t I understand the very simple English by native speakers either
in person or on the tape since I can read such and such books in the
original?” and “I can read quite difficult English but I can’t speak it
at all. How is that?”

In order to solve these problems, it is first of all necessary to

understand the following fact.



There are two aspects in the study of English; one is the skill
aspect and the other is the knowledge aspect. The great majority of
the Chinese students work hard to learn the skills of English as a
foreign language but not knowledge about the language. Reading,
writing, listening and speaking are the four basic skills of English.
Reading and listening are receptive or called input while writing and
speaking are productive or called output. Without any input, there
can be no output. That is why one can never expect to learn writing
without learning reading. Similarly, one can never learn to speak
without learning listening.

Meanwhile, we must pay attention to the universal truth:
when it comes to learning a skill, you acquire it if you practise it and
you do not if you do not practise it. The most obvious example is
swimming. If you attended many lectures and read a lot of books
about swimming, you would be very knowledgeable about it. How-
ever, you would be drowned in deep' water unless you learnt the skill
of swimming. Your abundance of knowledge about swimming with-
out actually knowing how to swim would not save your life. The
conclusion is that we learn the skill of swimming by swimming.
Similarly, we must learn the skills of reading, writing, listening and
speaking by practising them respectively.

The trouble is specifically what to practise and how to do it in
order to acquire each of the four abilities in English. Readers are ad-
vised to refer to the following parts of this book and Vocabulary Se-
crets of this series for reading and to the relevant volumes of Writ-
ing Secrets , Listening Comprehension Secrets . Oral English Se-
crets of this series for the other abilities, respectively.
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Part II The Sentence Structure
in English and Ch 1nese
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What is meant by the sentence structure here is the way in
which the elements of a sentence or the words in it are put together,
or how a sentence is organized with words.

The English sentence structure is different from the Chinese
sentence structure and therefore very difficult for Chinese learners.
When the sentence is a long and complex one, these learners are of-
ten puzzled and confused as to its structure. The longer and more
complex a sentence is, the more puzzling and confusing it may seem
to them. However, what is it so difficult about it? What are the dif-

ferences between the two kinds of structures? Are there any similari-

ties between them?
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2.1 Similarities
ooooooooon

Although they belong to different language groups, one being a
member of Indo-European and the other, Sino-Tibetan, modern En-
glish and modern Chinese share the same word order: S(subject) +
V(verb) 0 O(object)/P(predicative). In other words, the basic sen-
tence pattern is both based on the order of SVO/P, that is, S is fol-
lowed by V, which is, in tum, followed by O/P.
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Look at the examples. 0 0 O 00O

la. We learn English. .

1b. 0000000

2a. Tom is a driver.

2b.000O0ODODOOO

3a. They don’t work.

3. 000000

In examples 1 through 3 above,if we can ignore the differences
in grammatical terms between English and Chinese and borrow the
English terms for Chinese, both sentences in 1 have the word order
of SVO and the same meaning. Both sentences in 2 have the same
word order of SVP and mean the same. And both sentences in 3 are
composed of SV and have the same meaning as well. These exam-
ples show that there is nothing different between the two languages

in terms of the word order of the main elements of the sentence.
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2.2 Differences and difficulties
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Since there is no difference that can be found between the En-
glish sentence structure and the Chinese sentence structure, what is
it that stands in the way of Chinese learners of the English struc-
ture?

Through years of careful study and resear¢h, the author of this
book has discovered that it is the differences of word order between
English and Chinese attributes and adverbials, the two secondary el-
ements of the sentence that consist of the greatest difficulties for
Chinese students to study the English sentence structure. Now the
mystery has been resolved in this book. Look at the following exam-
ples and analysis.

000000DO00DoDO0ooooooooooooooog
ooooooOooooooooooooon

00o0doooooooooooooooooooooag
0o00o0oO0DO00o0ooooooooooooooooooo
00000oooooogooooooooooooooooan
dddoooogoogooo

4a. The picture is-beautiful.

4. 00O OO0OOODO

Sa. The picture over there is beautiful.

5b. 0000000000



6a. The picture on the wall is beautiful.

6b. DOOOODODOOOO

7a. The picture dangling from the nail on the wall is beautiful.

7b. DO0DODOOO0OOOOOODOOOOO

8a. The picture hung on the wall is beautiful.
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9a. The picture to be hung on the wall is beautiful.
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10a. The picture that dangles from the nail of the wall is beau-

tiful.
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11a. The picture that/which is hung on the wall is beautiful.

11b. OO0 O0O0O0OO0OODODO

12a. The picture that/which is to be hung on the wall is beauti-

ful.
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13a. The picture whose colour is bright is beautiful.
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14a. The picture in which there are birds and trees is beautiful.

14b. OO0 O0O0O0DDODOOOODO

From the examples 5 through 14 above, we can see that all the
sentences in English talk about “The picture is beautiful”. There-
fore, all of them are the same as the English sentence in 4 in the ba-
sic structure: SVP. Similarly, all the sentences in Chinese in 5
through 14 talk about * 0 0O [0 O I [0 O O . And all of them are
the same as the Chinese sentence in 4 in the basic structure: S(V)
P.

That proves once more that the basic structure in terms of word



