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The Monkey and the Elephant

After a heavy lunch a little mon-
key took a nap between the branches on
the top of a tall tree.

Suddenly he was awakened by a
kind of desperate cry for help . Opening
up his eyes the monkey found a stout
mantis tightly holding a delicate branch
with his saw-like forelimbs.

The insect was crying for help as
a black bird at a not too far distance
was preparing to attack him. Without
hesitation the monkey jumped over
and frightened away the bird.

“ Thank you very much for saving
my life Mr. Monkey ” the mantis said.
“ When I discovered 1 was followed by a
bird 1 realized that if T moved the bird
would attack me immediately if 1 stayed
there without moving the bird would at-
tack me too. If you had not come in time
1 would have already been murdered. 1
deeply appreciate your big favor and don’t

know how to pay you back. ”







It is my pleasure ” the monkey
replied pleasantly then jumped to an-
other tree to look for fun.

“ Saving a small creature’s life is
wonderful. T'll keep doing things like
that as much as possible ” The monkey
said to himself elatedly as he was leap-
ing through the abundant leaves and
branches.

When the monkey rested at a coarse
branch he suddenly heard another cry
and it was more than one cry.

Following the direction of crying
the monkey quickly found four small
birds crying in a nest. They cried be-
cause they were desperately hungry.” 1
think I'll die if Mom does not bring
food home soon ” one baby bird cried
to the other ones and the other three
ones responded with the same crying.

At this moment the mother bird
flew back. Amid cheers the large
black bird comforted her babies “ Sor-
ry my dear children 1 did not bring
you any food this trip. A little while
ago 1 was almost sure to catch a stout

mantis . If a naughty monkey had not




interfered that mantis would have
made a good meal for my kids. Any-
way I'll keep looking for food for
you.”

The mother bird hastily kissed
each of her children and flew away on
her mission again leaving those hun-
gry little ones powerlessly crying.

Having quietly overheard the
birds’ conversation the monkey was
upset. He was totally confused. He
stopped a mother to bring food to feed
her hungry children. Was he wrong or
right Since he could not get the right
answer he jumped down on the
ground. He went to consult with the
most knowledgeable elephant.

“ You did not do anything wrong ”
the authoritative elephant replied the

monkey. “ In this world nobody can

take care of everyone.”

The elephant is right. Any good
thing still has an opposite side effect.
A Chinese philosopher said “ As long
as we have done what we should we
can not expect approval from every-

one.



Traps behind the Leaves

A cicada is an insect with a broad
head and a pair of membranous wings
commonly seen on the trees in the
northern China in summer.

The male cicada has a pair of reso-
nating organs that produce a high-
pitched drone. Hundreds of cicadas
singing together create a music that is
quite pleasant. The chorus of cicadas is
one of the interesting things 1 often
miss about my homeland. As a child
while I had no school in the summer 1
would often lie down under trees with a
few companions doing nothing but
enjoying the pleasant cicadas’ chorus
about six decades ago.

There is a story about a cicada in
the Chinese classic  Chuang-Tzu.
Once upon a time a male cicada joyful-
ly joined his friends in singing the most
beautiful praises of happy summer. He
sang and sang completely intoxicating

himself in the comfortable hot afternoon

60




without noticing a great danger ap-
proaching.

A couple of inches away behind the
singer was a huge mantis extending his
two powerful saw-like forelimbs pre-
paring to make a sudden attack on the
helpless cicada. The mantis was con-
centrating on how to catch the delicate
cicada for his late lunch and did not
realize that a hungry yellow bird was
hiding under the leaves less than half
a foot behind the mantis.

The bird was sure he could capture

the mantis for his early supper but he
never dreamed that a mischievous boy
standing under the branches was ai-
ming at him with his hand-made bow.
When the boy got the bird he jumped
up excitedly and hurt himself by a care-
less fall as he stepped into a big hole in
front of him.

What the author of the book tried
to tell us is that if you think you are
smart enough to take advantage of an-
other person there is always somebody
else who might be smarter than you

trying to take your advantage. The



self-declared smartest person often be-
comes the victim of an unexpected acci-
dent.

There are traps behind leaves and
under the branches. As long as you do
not want to take advantage of someone
else you will be smart enough to de-

fend yourself.




The Snipe and the Clam

A clam was enjoying the warm
sunshine by a riverside one beautiful
spring afternoon. She opened up her
two shield-like shells toward the lovely
sun and forgot about all the troubles
with the others in the river.

Suddenly a hungry pin-tailed snipe
flew down as fast as a flashlight from
the blue sky sticking his long sharp
bill right into the shells trying to nip
the lovely pink clam flesh for his quick
lunch. Right at this moment the clam
quickly closed her shells tightly and
clasped the bird’s bill as hard as she
could. The snipe did not get what he
wanted and tried all he could to pull
back his beak but in vain. Both stiff-
ened with anger and neither wanted to
concede. The two parties were at a
deadlock right there.

“ If it does not rain tomorrow and the
day after tomorrow " the snipe thought

angrily “ there will be a dead clam.’



“

“ If it does not rain tomorrow and

the day after tomorrow ” the clam also

thought confidently “ there will be a

dead snipe.’
“ Tomorrow " had not come yet.
There came a fisherman. The fisherman
easily caught both the snipe and the clam.
Can you figure out in this world
who is the “ snipe” Who is the

clam” And who is the* fisherman

who gains the benefits without effort




The Tiger and the Cat

Zoologists tell us that the tiger and
the cat belong to the same family
called felines. Both have almost the
same physical constitution and similar
outside form except that one is big
and heavy and the other one small and
light. Tigers are fierce and aggressive
while cats are much more domesticated

and submissive. Therefore the tiger

and the cat do not get along very well
in the world of animals.

But in China people believe that
at the beginning they were very inti-
mate friends and the cat was even
much smarter than the tiger. The cat
learned the physical skills quickly and
the tiger was always behind. Gradual-
ly the tiger had to learn from the cat
and the cat was patient to teach the tiger.
Day after day month after month final-
ly the tiger could also run jump
roll grasp tear and strike as well as the

cat.
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One summer afternoon the cat
was taking a nap as the tiger sat near-
by. Looking at the cat the tiger sud-
denly thought why should he keep be-
friending such a small animal since he
had already learned all the skills from
the cat The evil tiger decided to kill
the sleeping cat as a before dinner
snack. The tiger stood up and ap-
proached the cat viciously. Just at this
moment the cat woke up. Opening up
her eyes the smart cat immediately
realized what the tiger was trying to do
and swiftly jumped on a nearby tall tree
and climbed to the top branch.

The tiger thought he had already
learned every skill from the cat. He
never knew that the cat hid the tree
climbing from him.

“ 1 kept the last technique of the
tree climbing from you just because 1
suspected you might be an ungrateful
friend " the cat loudly told the tiger
who watched under the tree helplessly.

Living in such a complicated un-

predictable society who can guarantee

that we shall never have d4' tiger” friend

e =q1 =



Maybe we individually should all hide a
technique such as the tree climbing in
case we meet a sudden attack like the

one the cat had.
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The Eagle and the Donkey

It was a beautiful summer. The
magical weather had turned the whole
mountain green. The big animals such
as elephants and cows were all taking
naps after lunch under trees while the
small animals such as rats and rab-
bits were hiding themselves in their
cool underground burrows.

The only one animal who was not
afraid of the sunshine was a donkey.
He was happily running up and down a
muddy hill as a kind of self-amusing
exercise,

In the sky a hungry eagle flew
over the mountain in looking for a
small animal for his late lunch.

“ Where are the small creatures ”
The eagle kept asking himself for he
had flown for several hours but had
found nothing.

Finally the eagle discovered the
playful donkey. The eagle had eaten

the meat of donkey once. He remembered




