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Prefatory Poem
Ode to Chinese Redbud Floret

Confronting and braving rimy sword and gusty

knife , she is unbending and unflinching in the

slightest .
And, with all her possession of verna charms,

she is never bewitching and coquettish in the least .
Upon return of the famed floret to her former

master at the present day,
As a Heaven s favorite of today , she assumes a

complexion extraordinarily enchantingly gay .

Trandator s notes:
rimy sword and gusty knife” is a quotation from

Red-chamber Dream .
Heaven s favorite of today” . Graced with Heavens

gecid favor, the Chinese redbud floret excels the rest of flow-
ers in pulchritude . That is why she is universally reputed the

Heaven s favorite of today” .

T he Chinese characters " and " rhyme with each

other .
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The South of the Yangtze River
isBeseeming for Picking Lotus
Seedpods in Abundance

Yuefu Poem

The South of Yangtze River is beseeming for
picking lotus seedpods in abundance,

How exuberantly the lotus foliage thrive with
luxuriance !

A shoal of fishes sport in their very midst .

Sometimes, fishes swim lithely on their east,

Someways, fishes swim sprightly on their west,

At times, fishes swim on ther south back and
forth,

Occasionally, fishes swim to and fro on ther
north .




