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SERIES FOREWORD

There are three fundamental considerations for any language educator: What to
teach, when to teach it, and how to teach it. “What to teach” is related to teaching
materials, without which teaching cannot be focused. “When to teach it” addresses
the issues of curriculum and syllabus, without which teaching will not be efficient.
“How to teach” addresses teaching methodology, without which teaching cannot
be effective. Among these three considerations, teaching materials are by far the
most essential, indispensable for language teachers and learners. The selection of
materials is largely dependent on the projected teaching objectives. Among the
various materials in teaching English as a Foreign Language (EFL) on the market,
we have chosen the NorthStar series for its comprehensive overage of topics, inte-
grative skills training, and authentic presentation of materials.

In order to maximize the potential of imported textbooks to benefit Chinese students
of English, Chinese culture and language, learner styles and strategies, and a sensi-
tivity to students’ prior exposure to English all need to be taken into consideration.
This has been cons stently agreed upon by curriculum devel opers, syllabus designers,
materials writers, as well as English language teachersin China. At the English
Language Center (ELC) in Shantou University, we have used the NorthSar text-
book series for our English courses for a number of years, focusing on training
students’ communi cative competence and critical thinking. While we applaud the
merits in the textbook series, we have found ourselves busy searching for additional
materials, interactive tasks, bilingual annotations, and cultural/intercultural notes to
accompany the text and to facilitate the learning process in the Chinese context. As
the NorthStar series was not originally designed for Chinese students of English per
se, there is a need to substantiate more culturally appropriate and pedagogically-
tail ored materials as a complement to the existing textbooks. As such, the faculty at
the ELC has produced this NorthStar Student Companion Book series as counter-

parts to the textbooks.



There are five student companion books in the series, parallel to the textbooks, with
each book covering both strands of reading and writing, and listening and speaking
at each of thefive levels (Introductory, Basic, Intermediate, High Intermediate, and
Advanced). Every unit in each student companion book in this series is comprised
of eight sections as follows:

A Brief Introduction to the Unit

Inthis section, students are given unit overview, which provides a brief explanation
of the theme, imparts some relevant learning information, and states the objectives
of the unit.

New Words

This section helps to clarify the meanings and usage of selected words and expres-
sions from the unit in context, adding International Phonetic Alphabets (IPA) and
providing examples with a Chinese tranglation. |n addition, words and expressions
are all selected and marked in accordance with the “Reference Word List of College
English Curriculum Requirements” issued by the Ministry of Educationin China. « % ~
and “ A “correspond to “intermediate requirements” and “higher requirements,”
respectively, as stated in the Word List. Words and expressions marked with « 4
indicate that they are beyond the scope of the Word List. Selected words and expres-
sions without any symbol match to “basic requirements” stated in the Word List.

L anguage Pointsin the Unit

The focus of this section is to clarify the meanings of words and phrases that are
linguistically and/or culturally challenging (e.g., expressions and idioms). They pose
potential difficulties for Chinese students previewing the text; therefore, succinct
explanations of the language points are provided in both English and Chinese.

Additional Information and Explanations

This section mainly focuses on providing further information (e.g., historical,
chronological, biographical, cultural, and thematic) and explanations related to the
target culture, while at the same time enhancing the students’ critical thinking.

Recommended Websites for Further | nfor mation

This section is intended to provide additional information and resources for students
who are eager to learn more about the subject matter and issues presented in the
textbook. A few websites related to the theme of each unit are recommended, along
with some guidance on the scope and the effective utilization of those websites.

\Y



Supplementary Reading M aterials with Tasks

This section is designed to expose Chinese students to different perspectives on the
same theme, through individual work or group activities, in the hope that students
will broaden their outlook and consider contrasting opinions. With sensitivity to the
Chinese and Asian context, the additional readings and materials are easier for the
Chinese students to relate to.

Suggested Activities and Tasks

To facilitate self-study and group work, the various activities and tasks in this sec-
tion are designed to provide more opportunities for students to develop their linguis-
tic and cultural competences. In particular, we have provided some additional writ-
ing assignments that are more creative and i maginative—even playful—in nature.

Self-Checklist

This section enables students to monitor their own progress and comprehension of
the content in terms of cultural background, vocabulary, grammar, and writing
style. After completing each unit, students will be able to assess how well they have
learned the materials and what skills they need to focus on to further their learning.

About 35 ELC teachers at Shantou University participated in the creation of the
NorthStar Student Companion Books. We would like to take this opportunity to
thank all of our contributors, in various roles, for their involvement in the construc-
tion of this Student Companion Book series. In particular, we would like to thank
our book editors for their leadership throughout the process. Thanks also go to Ma
Lan and Susan Spencer for providing a sample unit that served as a model for the
development of the series. We are grateful to the editors at Tsinghua University
Press, especially Ms. Cai Xinyi, for her conscientiousness in ensuring that we de-
liver the highest quality possible.

We hope that the publishing of this NorthStar Student Companion Book series will
greatly facilitate our students by making their learning more efficient, effective, and
enjoyable. We encourage our students to take advantage of this series for lesson
preparation and unit review. It is our intention that this series will play an instru-
mental role in developing students’ critical thinking and communicative competence
in English.

Jun Liu, Series Chief Editor
Liangrong Xiao, Series Deputy Chief Editor
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Focus on Reading and Writing: - Untruth and Consequence

Focuson Listening and Speakingg. NO News Is Good News

A Brief Introduction to the Unit

Unit 1 focuses on the reporting of news in various print and electronic media, especially
on sensational tabloid journalism and how it affects people’s lives. Through the reading
and listening selections, unit 1 presents a discussion of the current practices, ethical
considerations, rights and responsibilities of journalists based on contemporary real life
media situations. In addition, the material investigates the power of the media, for both
good and bad, and how this power is used to influence individuals and society.

New Words

Reading 1 Peeping Tom Journalism

abuse/ e'bju:s /n. improper use or handling; misuse A~ 1E A )4l F sl db 8, W5

drug abuse i 24 i
« affiliate / a'filieit / n. a person, an organization, or an establishment associated

with another as a subordinate, subsidiary, or member & 5, 2 Z LM
network affiliates [ 4% % i

anchor / 'eenka / n. the person who reads the news and introduces reports on TV
T B EHA
She is the anchor for the six o’clock news. %2 “#F# 6 247" ¢4 B £
FA.
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a anguish /'eengwif /n. agonizing physical or mental pain; torment JallJiis H5%SE v
bein anguish B /& i &5
xanonymous/ a'nonimas / adj. having an unknown or unacknowledged namel# % 1) ; Jo4
(15 B ; ARAR)
an anonymous letter & 4415
acelebrity / si'lebriti/ n. afamousperson % A, 414 A+
a columnist / 'kalemnist / n. writer of a column in a publication such as a newspaper i T1|%
PR WAt — A H EE
correspondent / kori'spondant / n. a person who reports news from a distant place it # ;
JH
a correspondent for the Times (AT fid#
e dramatize /'dreemataiz/ v. to present or view in a dramatic or melodramatic way V& 4Y; fiff
Xl AL,
The novel is currently being dramatized for TV, X #5/IN Ut H iy 1T 4 252 B FEL AR -
due /dju: / adj. anticipated; looked for #{ 112 1]
along due promotion iy 28 CU A [F 3 T
« embarrassment / im'baeresmant / n. the act or aninstance of embarrassing K% () 5h /4%
to ease one s embarrassment  ZEfiF i A I R
hero/ 'hisrau/ n. aperson noted for special achievement ina particular field A% A#); A
E AT A R IR AT 25 44 TN
the heroes of medicine [ 2% 5 245 H 1A
+ hitchhiker /'hit[haike / n. aperson who travels by getting free rides from passing vehicles
FEAE ) IRAT
* hound / haund / v. to keep following someone and asking them questions in an annoying or
threatening way i3 ; (R GL
He was hounded by reporters. 32 2157 [ ic # (KB B .
a humiliation / hju:mili'eif en / n. a humiliating condition or circumstance Zfki; A
Being forced to resign was a great humiliation for the minister. #{if &HRUHX A7 Kk
b MEDN} RS
ignore/ig'na:(r) / v. to refuse to pay attention to; disregard 2.4l
“ Ignore the child if he misbehaves, and he’ll soon stop. ™ /NZ AN, il 2 BEAh, 1R
PR o2 Rk
« instant coverage immediate news report Az I (137 4R 14
intense/ in'tens / adj. so great or strong that can be heard or felt clearly 5 Z1 s JE Z1HT
Bk
That isintense but orderly work. A& 'S5k 1 45 Bk (0 TAE .
« journalism /'d3a:nalizem / n. the collecting, writing, editing, and presentation of news or
news articles in newspapers and magazines and in radio and television broadcasts 7 [H



1 Theme: Media

A, B A
journalist /'d3a:nalist / n. one whose occupation is journalism 7[5 TAF#
sportsjournalist A H Il #H
justify / 'd3astifai / v. to demonstrate or prove to be just, right, or valid {EilE B il B -+ 1
B, IERECH R
justified each budgetary expense as necessary il ] 4 — I FUAE 9 T 415 J2 4 B2 )
anger that isjustified by the circumstances #{ = SIZiE B /& 45 1F 24 2 i i 2%
x legitimate / li'dzitimit / adj. being in compliance with the law; lawful &1, VLR,
1E411)
alegitimate claim 1F 24/ 55k
x orientation /,o9(:)rien'teif an / n. atendency of thought; a general inclination fifi[r); j#|n)
sexual orientation 1 7]
per spective / pa'spektiv / n. subjective evaluation of relative significance; a point of view M}
M, BIE
the per spective of the displaced homemaker i 5 BI (1) 408 53 A 4
x privacy / 'praivesi / n. a state of being free from unsanctioned intrusion F&fA
a person sright to privacy > A\ Ba A4
« profile/ 'praufail / n. degree of exposure to public notice; visibility 28, #4&; GEILE
kept a low profile until the controversy had abated #5224 1 1) 4+ 138>
+ senator /'senata / n. amember of a senate or law-making body Z1¥ i1
He was a US Senator in 1858. 1858 4t 412t A 32 [El Z 13 B 13 I
+ sensational / sen'seif anal / adj. arousing or intended to arouse strong curiosity, interest, or
reaction, especially by exaggerated or lurid details % AWrE (), F1E 2501
sensational journalistic reportage of the scandal ¥ T 17 (144 AW [ (I3 T30 3
+ speculation / .spekju'leif an / n. reasoning based on inconclusive evidence; conjecture or
supposition #fE; HfERE; JEEK
Your speculationswere all quite close to the truth. ()4 £ 20 45 5 e 35
+ Spouse/ spauz / n. amarriage partner; a husband or wife ficfi; L ReZFET
e sue/ sju:;su: / v. toingtitute legal proceedings; bring suit # %
« tabloid / 'teebloid / n. a newspaper that has small pages, a lot of photographs, and stories
mainly about sex, famous people etc. rather than serious news ( L5l 41 18 k45 2511
R Z D MR
tabloid journalism KAt GEAR) 4%
o trash / tree[ / n. worthless or offensive literary or artistic material #4513 24 i
+ veteran / 'vetaran / n. someone who has alot of experience in something especialy in war &
Ty 2BFEFMAN: Zik
o visibility / .vizi'biliti / n. the capability of being easily observed 5| AvEH
an executive with high visibility 7718 KB 5| 7716 B 2518
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Reading 2 Focus on Bomb Suspect Brings Tears and a Plea

abesiege /bi'si:d3/ v. to harass as with requests 244
Reporters besieged the winner for interviews. iC &I 11 9EFRIEE A K
ebombard /'bomba:d/ v. to flood with information {5 B Anl /K bR
We were bombarded with news about the earthquake. 7 2%HRE (K Bl R ik .
charge /tfa:d3/ v. to state officially that someone may be guilty of a crime F5% #4
He was charged with stealing a car. fb#Ed M 74054,
civil /'sivl/adj . relating to the rights of private individuals and legal proceedings concerning
these rights asdistinguished fromcriminal , military, or intemational regulations or pro-
ceedings 1, ]EM
civil case [CHIZMF
convict /kan'vikt/ v. to find or prove (someone) guilty of an offense or crime, especially by
the verdict of a court ‘& -+« 5t
The jury convicted the defendant of manslaughter . B )& #5104 R/ A TR
« coordinator /kau's:dineita/ n. someone who organizes the way people work in an activity
PN R
We’ ve appointed a coordinator who wil I oversee the whole project. FAi1C g 17—
B TR PR
deputy /'depjuti/ n. a person appointed or empowered to act for another fCEEA, {8
You can talk with my deputy during my absence. FANCERS, /R0 5FAMCELN %
xdespise /dis'paiz/ v. to regard as unworthy of one’s interest or concern fEfE A1
despised any thought of their own safety% F & 25 & 2 4k
edeathbed /'deBbed/ n. the last hours before death IfnZ&H %1, ZERT 5 J5— Bt i (1]
on one’s deathbed iy T /&
executive /ig'zekjutiv/n. aperson or group having administrative or managerial authority in
anorganization U7
explode /iks'plaud/ v. to release mechanical, chemical, or nuclear energy by the sudden
production of gases in a confined space &4
The bomb exploded. YEHUEELET .
incident /'insident/ n. an occurrence or event that interrupts normal procedure or precipitates
a crisis R FF, i
an international incident [E prt:gif:
innocent /'inasnt/ adj . not guilty of a specific crime or offense; legally blameless Jo5£(}
FEAE EEAEM
innocent of all charges X HTH TR AR DTN
insurance /in'[uarans/ n. the act, business, or system of insuring &4 4 ME 45 R4
«lawsuit /'lo:su:t; 'lo:sju:t/n. an action or a suit brought before a court, as to recover a right
or redress a grievance VR, # R TERERVFABLE ]



1 Theme: Media

numerous /'nju:maras/ adj. amounting to a large number; many 1% 1], JEARZ 1]
Those birds have become more numerous lately. T, ISR it £ E >k .
aordeal /o:'di:l;-'dizal/ n. adifficultor painful experience, especial ly one that severely tests
character or endurance K , P Bl 1A
the ordeal of being shipwrecked F2HEHE P 1745
xplea/pli:/ v. an earnest request; an appeal £k I
spoke out in a plea for greater tolerance Wik Bk B A1 56 2%
photographer /fa'tografe/n. someone who takes photographs, especially as a profession
or as an artist BN, S E
erecount /rikaunt/ v. to narrate the facts or particulars of an event £41AGE
esadden /'saedn/ v. to make or become sad 1 {E4%, f#i450>
She was saddened by her son’s ingratitude. )L 15 B A5 T Wbt
xscrutiny /'skru:tini/n. close observation; surveillance {14l £
His theory wouldnt bear scrutiny. fth/{JESLAELHER .
Asob /sob/ v. to weep aloud with convulsiive gasping; cry uncontrollably NSHH, By
The child sobbed loudly. JXANZ 1 ZAVE RS
xsuppress /sa'pras/ v. to inhibit the expression of (an impulse, for example); check il PR
suppress a smi le Z2F5%%
suspect /sas'pekt/ v. to surmise to be true or probable; imagine 5548 A%
He seems poor, but I suspect that he has quite a lot of money. fibE 21155, alj2 b
BEMARAT B o
n. one who is suspected, especially of having conmitted a crime H5EIE, BEASENRIA
The police have taken the suspect to the police station. XML R T2,

Listening 1 A New Approach to News

alternative /o:I'ta:nativ/ n. the choice between two mutual ly exclusive possibi litiespi & ik —
We have no alternative but to go on. F& T 4k&: N2, Tl 1A ME i 4.
*gossip /'goasip/n. rumor or talk of a personal, sensational , or intimate nature Jit & 2515, % 5
You shouldn 't listen to gossip. FRANNAZIF L 5 ik

Listening 2 Conversation about the News

aggressive /a'gresiv/adj. inclined to behave in a hostile fashion {3211} Hkiskr)
an aggressive foreign policy @& &M B
ainnovative /'inauveitiv/ adj. marked by or given to innovations g1, BT IH
xsubscribe /sab'skraib/ v. to pay money to an organization in order to receive a publication
A
She subscribes to several women’s magazines. fi] 1 T JURHA &4



N tm2stiEzo e —FAmbms

stuff /staf/n. specific talk or actions %1
Don’t give me that stuff about being tired. ANEXF VLR T 2 KMT5.
evictimize /'viktimaiz/ v. to make a victim of """ B AL S

m Language Points in the Unit

Reading 1 Peeping Tom Journalism

1. Police find his car parked about halfway to the lake. ( Paragraph 2, Line 2)
The police were looking for the minister who did not return from a fishing trip toa lake. During
the search, the police find his car stopped and empty along the road to the lake at approximately
the midpoint between the minister’s home and the lake.

S P BUR AT A I AP A5 AR A R PR~ i L

2. You’rethereporter and your story isdue. ( Paragraph 2, Line6)
This statement is asking the reader to imagine that he or she is the reporter and to think about
how the facts of the story should be reported. The word “due” implies that timeis short and
that the reporter may have to make some quick judgments without adequate investigation.
PRI, I LA EEAEE A T R B

3. Inthe old days, reporters knew politicians ( including presidents) who slept around,
movie star s who wer e gay, and public figures who used drugs or abused alcohol. They
just kept it to themselves. ( Paragraph 5, Lines 1-3)

“The old days” refers to past timesthat are believed to have been quite different in outlook than
modern times. In those times reporters were aware of famous people who were promiscuous,
homosexual , drug users or alcoholics but the reporters often did not expose these behaviors in
the media. The implication is that these sorts of thingswere private and that the reporters had
more respect for privacy in those days.

2, WEMER LB (ERERSD fieas, g R R, IEHYE A RAY
WREEATIATY o P A CHANTAT P ak

4. When a famous per son dies, does the public have a right to all the details? ( Paragraph
6, Lines5-6)
Reporters often state that the reason they publish all kinds of private information is that the
public (people of the country) has a“right to know” and that the reporter is fulfilling some sort
of aduty to the public by providing al the intimate details of a situation. This philosophy has
even been used as a defense in court cases. In this case the reader is being asked to consider
the positive and negative results of this kind of reporting.



1 Theme: Media
B N, AR BENIE AR 2 4 72

5. When Gennifer Flower s alleged a twelve-year affair with President Bill Clinton, she
first sold the story to the tabloid Star. ( Paragraph 7, Lines 1-2)
When Bill Clinton became a famous national figure by running for president, Gennifer Flow-
ers came forward with her claim of a sexual relationship with him. The word “alleged”
implies that the claim was not yet proven. Ms. Flowers chose to tell her story to the news-
paper Star which has a reputation for reporting sensational and sometimes dubious news.
She was presumably paid for the story.
EYETE « 97 RAERR, MNTELIR « AR g7 Je ik 12F 2 A, I Jetix 46l
Wi Seas T () 1R,

6. Some stories receive such wide visibility that to ignor e them isto “play ostrich man,”
(Paragraph 8, Lines 1-2)
It is said that an ostrich will bury his head in the sand when threatened by danger. To “play
ostrich” is a phrase that means to ignore danger or the true facts of a situation even when
faced with much evidence.
AL CARRAR 2 RO, TS M i) T N2 A DL AT AT S 52, PR AN,
FLATEE “HEH AR B

7. Scrutiny may be the price one pays for fame. ( Paragraph 9, Line 1)
Scrutiny isaword that means, “extremely detailed inspection.” This statement implies that
famous people have no right to privacy and that they should expect to have every detail of
their lives made public. Reporters often believe that this justifies publishing intimate details of
a celebrity’slife.
ML RANAZ A AEATEEFA , WCF AT R BT IR0 44 NI BEFATT AN L KB
iIE

8. Do people who accidentally find themselves involved in such high-profile cases have
rights, or do we deserve to know everything about them? ( Paragraph 12, Lines 2-4)
A “high-profile” caseis onethat has received alot of media attention, a story that has been
“in the news” for an extended period of time. During the time when a story is receiving great
attention, reporters, for the sake of the news, may constantly harass the people involved.
Personal rights and privacy issues are ignored.
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