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1. Romeo and Fuliet

(abridged)

by William Shakespeare
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Romeo:

Romeo:

Juliet:

But soft! What light through yonder window breaks?
It is the East,and dJuliet is the sun!

Arise, fair sun,and kill the envious moon,

Who is already sick and pale with grief

That thou! her maid art? far more fair than she.
Be not her maid, since she is envious.

Her vestal livery® is but sick and green,

And none but fools do wear it. Cast it off.

It is my lady; O, it is my love!

O, that she knew she were!

She speaks, yet she says nothing. What of that?
Her eye discourses; I will answer it.

[ am too bold; ’tis not to me she speaks.

Two of the fairest stars in all the heaven,

Having some business,do entreat her eyes

To twinkle in their spheres till they return.

What if her eyes were there,they in her head?
The brightness of her cheek would shame those stars
As daylight doth* a lamp; her eyes in heaven
Would through the airy region stream so bright
That birds would sing and think it were not night.
See! how she leans her cheek upon her hand!
O, that I were a glove upon that hand,

That I might touch that cheek!

Lady, by yonder blessed moon I swear,

That tips with silver all these fruit-tree tops—

O, swear not by the moon,the inconstant moon,
That monthly changes in her circled orb,

Lest that thy® love prove likewise variable.
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Romeo:
Juliet:

Romeo:
Juliet:

Romeo:
Juliet:
Romeo:
Juliet:

Romeo:

Juliet:

What shall I swear by?

Do not swear at all;

Or, if thou wilt, swear by thy gracious self

Which is the god of my idolatry,

And I'll believe thee.®

If my heart’s dear love—

Well,do not swear. Although I joy in thee,

I have no joy of this contract to-night.

It is too rash,too unadvis’d,too sudden;

Too like the lightning , which doth cease to be

Ere one can say it lightens. Sweet,good night!
This bud of love,by summer’s ripening breath,
May prove a beauteous flower when next we meet.
Good night,good night! As sweet repose and rest
Come to thy heart as that within my breast!

O, wilt thou leave me so unsatisfied?

What satisfaction canst thou have to-night?

The exchange of thy love’s faithful vow for mine.
I gave thee mine before thou didst request it;

And yet [ would it were to give again.

Would’st thou withdraw it? For what purpose,love?
But to be frank and give it thee again.

And yet I wish but for the thing I have.

My bounty is as boundless as the sea,

My love as deep; the more I give to thee,

The more I have, for both are infinite.

[ hear some noise within. Dear love ,adieu!

1. thou: ( )(* 7 ), ., ., you,



2.art: ( )be . thou . are,

3. vestal livery: . vestal, slivery, ( )
4. doth: ( )do . does; shames,

5. thy: () (thou ), , your,

6. thee: () (thou ),
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2. The Merchant of Venice
(abridged)
by William Shakespeare
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Portia: [ pray you tarry; pause a day or two
Before you hazard; for,in choosing wrong,
[ lose your company; therefore, forbear a while.
There’s something tells me—but it is not love—
[ would not lose you; and you know yourself
Hate counsels not in such a quality.
But lest you should not understand me well—
And yet a maiden hath no tongue but thought—
[ would detain you here some month or two
Before you venture for me. I could teach you
How to choose right,but then I am forsworn;
So will I never be; so may you miss me;
But if you do,you’ll make me wish a sin,
That I had been forsworn. Beshrew your eyes!
They have o’erlook’d me and divided me;
One half of me is yours,the other half yours—
Mine own,I would say; but if mine,then yours,
And so all yours. O! These naughty times
Puts bars between the owners and their rights;



Bassanio:

And so,though yours,not yours. Prove it so,
Let fortune go to hell for it,not 1.

[ speak too long,but ’tis to peise the time,
To eke it,and to draw it out in length,

To stay you from election.

So may the outward shows be least themselves;
The world is still deceiv’d with ornament.

In law,what plea so tainted and corrupt

But, being season’d with a gracious voice,
Obscures the show of evil? In religion,

What damned error, but some sober brow

Wil bless it,and approve it with a text,

Hiding the grossness with fair ornament?
There is no vice so simple but assumes

Some mark of virtue on his outward parts.
How many cowards,whose hearts are all as false
As stairs of sand,wear yet upon their chins
The beards of Hercules! and frowning Mars?;
Who,inward search’d, have livers white as milk!
And these assume but valour’s excrement

To render them redoubted! Look on beauty,
And you shall see ’tis purchas’d by the weight,
Which therein works a miracle in nature,
Making them lightest that wear most of it;

So are those crisped snaky golden locks®
Which make such wanton gambols with the wind
Upon supposed fairness, often known

To be the dowry of a second head—

The skull that bred them, in the sepulchre.
Thus ornament is but the guiled shore

To a most dangerous sea; the beauteous scarf
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