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Chapter 1
Land and People

% H AT

1. The official name of the United Kingdom is the United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

BEERAIEABAZR: KA R /R ARG EH . (K
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2. The British Isles is made up of two large islands and hundreds of

small ones. The two large islands are Great Britain and Ireland.

TWﬁﬁmﬂAi%&ﬁ NN AN KB R KA1
SRR IR >
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The British Isles is made up of

A. three large islands and hundreds of small ones
B. three large islands and dozens of small ones

C. two large islands and hundreds of small ones

D. two large islands and dozens of small ones

3. There are three political divisions on the island of Great Britain:
England, Scotland and Wales. England is the largest, most
populous, and the richest section among the three divisions, which
takes up nearly 60% of the total island.

RAFUG AT RBORDC: ok, IR SRIEUR L. Bk
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On the island of Great Britain, there are
A. four political divisions—England, Scotland, Wales and Northern

Ireland
B. four political divisions—England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland
C. three political divisions—England, Scotland, and Wales
D. three political divisions—England, Scotland, and Northern

Ireland

4. The two world wars weakened Britain, the British Empire gradually
disappeared and it ‘was replaced by the British Commonwealth or
the Commonwealth of Nations in 1931. The commonwealth has no
special powers. At present, there are 50 member countries within
the Commonwealth.

B R S 59 T R E s, B R ET I KT 1931
ER RN T . R RS R . BT, SR
50 Mk b

5. Britain is an island country. It lies in the north Atlantic Ocean off
the north coast of Europe. It is separated from the rest of Europe
by the English Channel in the south and the North Sea in the east.

PESp g T I E VAR B0y B[ b9 2 1 B o NERE 8 AT TS
) 2D 24 1 A AT 5 R R A At [ K 23 O

6. The English Channel between England and France is quite narrow
and the narrowest part is called the Straits of Dover, which is only
33 km across.
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7. Britain has, for centuries, been slowly tilting with the North-West
slowly rising and the South-East slowly sinking. The north and
west of Britain are mainly highlands. The east and south-east are
mostly lowlands.

JUANMHALIK, RH -~ HAAERRER: PEIMEE Lo, Al
FROENSE T UT. DEIE A PE AL A B L, 1 A< AR e
FE LA
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Britain has, for centuries, been slowly tilting with

A. the North-West slowly rising and the South-East slowly sinking
B. the North-East slowly rising and the South-West slowly sinking
C. the South-East slowly rising and the South-West slowly sinking
D. the South-West slowly rising and the North-East slowly sinking

8. Ben Nevis is the highest mountain in Britain (1343m), which is
located in Highlands of Scotland. The Severn River is the longest
river in Britain, which is only 338 km long. The second largest and
most important river in Britain is the Thames River. The largest
lake in Britain is the Lough Neagh.

o [ g i L AL T 5k L R A R il (1343 KD, K
] A AN K2 338 TR A ZETCIRT, &5 KTt J d o S A 3] 4y
ZEME ], BOKHIWI WM. (Lough A R/R“ T, MBI “M
. a7
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The largest lake in Britain is
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A. Loch Lomond B. the Lough Neagh
C. Windermere D. Ullswater

. There are three natural zones in Scotland: the Highlands in the

north, the central Lowlands, and the southern Uplands. The central
Lowlands are the most important area in Scotland which contains
most of the industry and population. Edinburgh is the capital of
Scotland.

MRS AT K AR dGEB kit o B K X i i et . o,
I D5 S e TR M, A KR DA R, 32
PN RN S

10. Wales is in the west of Great Britain and takes up less than 9% of

11.

12.

the whole island. Most of Wales is mountainous. Only 12% of the
land is arable. The capital of Wales is Cardiff. The capital of
Northern Ireland is Belfast.

JBRIR AL T RAZNGE PGS, S A B AR 9%y, L
Lo BAEUR LI 12%0 LR T . iR R R UK
FRFo A6 32 2R 2 08 R UURVE SRS -

Scafell is the highest peak of England, which is in the Lake
District in north-west England. Snowdonia is the highest
mountain in Wales. River Clyde is the most important river in
Scotland.

JIIE N 25 AR v b 'L I AR UMY iR | 4 R [ P R 1 2
JENP LR R - d e Lo A% SRR A2 DA% 2 o T B AT A

Rivers in Britain do not freeze in winter and are not very large.
They play a very important role in the country’s economy. There
are many lakes in Britain especially in northern Scotland, the
Lake District in north-west England and North Wales. The Lake
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13.

14.

15.

District is one of the popular tourist attractions in Britain. It is
well-known for its wild and beautiful scenery and 15 lakes.

HEPRREEAK, LRALK, e TFERRHZ
TREEMMER . ER& 208, S 2 e mmIX . Bl
REAEMATR B W o, W R 32 X0 ) g i 5t R
—, BRI SERN M S K 15 AN e 44 1.

The Lake District was also the home of the Lake poets \William
Wordsworth, Taylor Coleridge and Robert Southey of 19th
century Britain.

“WIBERE N AEE 19 HELCHISE IR SRR AR
I BRI FIBEZE .

Britain has a favorable maritime climate

winters are mild, not
too cold and summers are not too hot. It also has a small range of
temperature. Since Britain’s climate is of the maritime type, it is
characterized by cool temperature, frequent cloudy days and
rainstorms. It is so changeable that sometimes one can experience
four seasons in the course of a single day.

SR ARBEE AR LREBAAY, ERAR, HiR
Fervo BEIR R SRR AEE AR, RIS KA IR B
L. TN, EKESENLZE, A, —NAEREN
i R AT LR BB ASL . AT AT RES “ A

Britain has a steady reliable rainfall throughout the whole year.
The average annual rainfall in Britain is over 1,000 mm. As a
result of the rainfall distribution in Britain there is a water surplus
in the north and the west, and a water deficit in the south and the

east
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16. Britain is a densely populated country with an average of 237
people per square km and it is very unevenly distributed. 90% of
the population is urban and only 10% is rural.

BEEA Q% (BEE B 237 N). 90% M YEBIA L,
10% A ekt A,

17. The English are Anglo-Saxons, but the Scots, Wales and Irish are
Celts. The Celts were different groups of ancient people who
came originally from Germany and spread through France, Spain

and Britain.

Hobe 2 AR BARE—BE s N, AR AN BUR AR
IRMENRYUREEN . BUREE N JBUR S AR — 2%, dee it oqE
W, EREINEE. PP AEE.

18. It was from union of Norman conquerors and the defeated
Anglo-Saxons that the English people and the English language

were born.
1 S 8 & R e - s N Z IS, A
AT e E NREE
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What language is English derived from?
English is mainly derived from the Anglo-Saxon and Norman

French languages.

19. The ancestors of the Welsh were ancient Britons who escaped
from the invading Angles and Saxons and found shelter in the
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20.

21.

22,

wild mountains of Wales. Welsh is an ancient Celtic language,
which was given equality with English for all officials use in
Wales in 1965.

BUR N HRAH S R B I T AR B0 ks 15 AR5 v i A A IR
IR ER L EFRAER S ARSI . BUR L — R 1L
IRFFE, AE 1965 4F, BUR L5 SR N BUR L1

HEE.

The Welsh are emotional and cheerful people. They are music
lovers and are proud of their past. Throughout the year they have
festivals of song and dance and poetry called Eisteddfodau. The
great event of the year is the National Eisteddfodau. The Scots
are said to be a serious, cautious and thrifty people.

BUREANBERE . RIRFH. IR, FHohA CmL
LEWRIEAS. —E, TR ERER TR ZAT.
—AE g BB H ERAAE RS RS T o ATREIR
&I, HHE AT EG™ M R

Irish, often called Erse, is a form of Gaelic. It is the official first
language of the Republic of Ireland and English is the second.
The Irish are known for their charm and vivacity as well as for
the beauty of their Irish girls.

TR R R R, ERBRICNBEE SR JE
SRS P ATV . AR S BRI ) RS R A
L E e Y (P AR 77K 2P NI

About 3 million have come to Britain to live and find work since

World War II. They are mainly from the West Indies, India and
Pakistan,

BRI REREIK, 2947 300 J5 N BB AR Rgb. X
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the British Commonwealth

The British Commonwealth the or Commonwealth of Nations is a
free association of independent countries that were once colonies
of Britain. It was established in 1931, replacing the former British
Empire. Member nations are jointed together economically and
have certain trading arrangements. The Commonwealth has no
special powers. The decision to become a member of the
Commonwealth is left to each nation. At present there are 50
member countries within the Commonwealth.

. Eisteddfodau
As a popular Welsh tradition, the Eisteddfodau is a festival of song
and dance and poetry. The great event of the year is the National
Eisteddfodau.

% B E &
. What is the full name of the United Kingdom?
It is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

. What are the two large islands that make up the British
Island?
They are Great Britain and Ireland.

. What are the four political divisions of the United Kingdom?
They are England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

. What are the factors which influence the climate in Britain?



