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The Kinema® Mystery
(PR R RBIR)
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The sounds produced by® an arriving client® and the tread® up-
on the stairs which followed had long® been a source of entertain-
ment® for Sherlock Holmes. He would tell what sort of a visitor to
expect® and more often than not® he was accurate. Mr Septimus

Gregson proved to be® very much as Holmes had predictedcm as he
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appeared in the doorway®; heavily built®, ponderous® and smoking
a Havana® cigar of a brand® known as Perfecto. I could understand
how the detective had read the message of® Gregson’s tread but 1
was amazed that he had been able to detect the exact brand of the
cigar after giving his nasal passages® such abuse® through strong
pipe tobacco® for so long.

Gregson spoke with the tones® of a self-made man®; grammat-
ically correct, yet with the trace of a London accent®. He shook
hands with us both as Holmes made the introductions and said, ‘Mr
Holmes, Doctor Watson, it is good of you to see me at short no-
tice®, but the matter is pressing®. I hesitate to use the words ur-

gent® or serious because I do not believe there is a risk® worse
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than® that® of loss of property®.’

Holmes indicated® a comfortable chair and I draped his great-
coat® across® a high backed seat®. ‘Just tell me what it is that
troubles you, Mr Gregson, and Watson and I will decide upon its
degree of gravity®.’

Gregson started to explain, ‘I am the owner® of three London
kinema theatres. You are, I feel sure, familiar with® the moving

® 45 a form of entertainment?’

pictures
I said, ‘Holmes and I attended® a performance® of that re-
markable invention® at Maskelynes a few years ago.’

Holmes added®, ‘But I thought that the novelty® had worn
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off® and the invention was confined now to® demonstrations® in
fairground® booths®, empty shops and other fly-by-night® enter-
tainments?’

Gregson replied, ‘This was true until quite recently but now,
as we are moving into the twentieth century, the moving pictures
are growing up. I have caused three purpose-made® kinemas—as I
call them—to be built. These have seating® to rival that of a music
hall® with a special silvered screen® upon which to project the im-
ages®. The films, as we call them, are accompanied by a pianist®
who captures the mood of each scene®.’

“The aisles® are carpeted® and there is in each building an at-

tractive entrance lobby® with a booking office? and stalls® for the
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sale of cigars, cigarettes and confections®. I must tell you that my
little chain of kinemas® has really taken off® and other showmen®
are already trying to copy my methods.’

After a very short pause® Holmes said, ‘I am delighted to hear
of your success, Mr Gregson, but what is the problem that you
think I might help you with?’

Gregson said, ‘1’1l get straight® to the point®. A week ago my
kinema in the Edgware Road had a stock® of expensive Havana
cigars stolen from the lobby.’

With a vague hint of impatience Holmes said, ‘ You have in-
formed the police?’

® 25 it was, baf-

He answered, ‘Yes sir, but the crime, minor
fled® them. You see, the theft must have been committed® during
the night, after the kinema was closed, yet there was no sign of a
forced entry®. When the staff® arrived in the morning everything
was exactly as it should have been, except for the missing cigars. I

was myself the last to leave the building to lock it, and the first to

confections n Ff R AR RS
cham of kinemas BE8f BB BE

take off v K ; MAEFR

showman n AL FIEERFA
pause v 5

straight . 8T 4/

to the pomnt YIRHY

stock n  FEFE; W

minor a WEN ;BN

baffle v {HERE;EE

commt v ARCTR) (IR, §5 55, 12 40)
forced entry AT EIA ;BEITTA

staff n 2B R 2R

BB SEB OO



arrive to unlock it on the following morning.’

I murmured®, ‘Let us hope that with forewarning® it will
never happen to your other enterprises. ’

He said, ‘ That is just the point®, doctor, I was willing to
write the incident off®, puzzling and irritating® as it might be but
three days later a second of my kinemas was robbed of its cigars.

® were the same as at Edgware Road, with my

The circumstances
resident® manager experiencing the same thing. Now I fear for the
safety of all three building. There appears to® be some sort of mas-

® ¢criminal who can enter and leave my secured® premises without

ter
leaving any sort of trace®. It is not practical® to regularly® trans-
port® the stock of cigars in and out of the buildings. Moreover,
their sale® is a very useful added® source of profit—at least, it

was! ’
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Holmes blew through the mouthpiece® of a briar® prior 1@ fill-
ing it with the black shag® which seemed to have been chosen for
that day. ‘I can see the problem; if no locked premises® are safe
then your only course is to employ a night watchman®.’

Gregson assented? but added, ‘This would reduce® my prof-
its, and yet perhaps be no help.’

I said, ‘How can it fail to prevent® a repetition®?’

He said, ‘Because this is no ordinary thief, there is almost a
touch of® the supernatural in it all.’

Holmes chuckled, ‘A ghost of Bill Sykes® perhaps? Oh come,
Mr Gregson, we are dealing with® a real life® crime carried out by a
criminal® who 1s very much alive.’

Gregson asked, ‘You will help me then?’

®

Holmes nodded, ‘Of course, for it is an enigma® worthy of my
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involvement®. > Then he turned to me, ‘Watson, send Billy for a
hansom®, the third on the rank®, for we are bound for® the Edg-
ware Road.’

Almost opposite® the Metropolitan Music Hall® we saw the
brand new® kinema with its rich blue letters on the facade®.
Holmes examined the locks of the already opened doors at the front
entrance®. He took his lens® to the close scrutiny® and mumbled®,
‘I am not saying that these locks could not be opened other than®
with the keys, but I feel that some trace or scratch® might be left
and there is none. In any case this very busy thoroughfare® is well
patrolled® by night. I am more interested in other means® of entry.

Let us go inside, Gregson.’
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We discovered that the only other doors were of the exit® vari-
ety®, opening onto a side alley®. These could be opened only from
the inside, by means of a pressure® bar and Gregson showed us the
fearsome®-looking bar and padlocks® fitted to the exterior® at
night. Windows, there were few and all of them far too small for a
man to pass through. Gregson explained, ‘Daylight is unwelcome®
in a kinema. The windows are solely for ventilation®.’

We sat in the front row of the kinema stalls®, Holmes glanc-
ing® keenly® around him as if seeking inspiration®. The screen
filled most of the wall which formed one end of the simple building.

®

At each side of the screen there were velvet draperies™, swagged for

effect®. Behind us, at the entrance end®, there was a moving-pic-
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ture projector® standing upon a sturdy base®, raised up® and with
steps for the operator® to mount® that he might attend® the ma-
chine.

At length®, Holmes rose from his seat and paced® around the
auditorium®. He explained to me, rather as if® I was of limited in-
tellect®, ‘You see, Watson, unlike a theatre proper® there is no
stage and in consequence® no backstage area®. No wings®, flies® or
dressing rooms®, just a solid® wall with a screen attached to it.’ I
took no offence® at his style of comment, knowing from experience

that he was simply thinking aloud for his own benefit?. As Gregson
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and I made for® the entrance Holmes dallied®, and lifted® one of
the drapes beside the screen. I thought I saw him pick something up
and place it in his wallet®. When I asked him about this he made
light of® it. ‘Probably nothing of importance, Watson, but if it

® you will soon know. Tell me, Gregson, do your

proves otherwise
cleaners® do a good job?’

Gregson waved an all-encompassing® hand around him, Can
you see any reason for me to complain® of them?’

Holmes had dismissed® the cab, so we hailed® another which
took us to the second of the crime-affected® kinemas, this time in a
suburb® of Finchley. Here we were confronted by® an almost iden-
tical scenario®. The building had obviously been fashioned from the

same architectural plans®. Again we examined all, and again
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Holmes dallied to peer® beneath® one of the drapes at the same side
of the screen as the one he had looked under at Edgware Road. This
time he evidently found nothing to interest him but, rather® as from
an afterthought®, peered under the drape at the opposite side of the
screen. I thought I caught a gasp® of satisfaction from him, as he
picked up a small object once more.

As we left the kinema we piled into® the hansom cab, which
Holmes had retained® in anticipation of® our stay being a shorter
one than at the Edgware Road kinema. ‘Where is your third and
last exhibition venue®, Gregson?’

The impresario® said, ‘Not far from here at Wood Green.’
Soon we were in another leafy® suburb and confronted by another
Gregson kinema of a design® now very familiar to us. We made the
same investigative round®, Holmes even repeating his examination
of the floor beneath the drapes at each side of the screen. This time,

evidently, he found nothing of interest.
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