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One day a small gnat said to a huge lion “ I am
not afraid of you.” The lion warned the gnat “ I am stronger
than you and you should be afraid of me.” The gnat just
laughed “* You can only bite.” The gnat insisted that he was
more powerful than any lion and called the lion to have a fight.

The gnat began the fight by stinging the lion on the nose.
When the lion tried to hit the gnat with her paw the gnat flew
away quickly and the lion hit himself instead. The fight went
on in this way until the gnat said that he was clearly more pow-
erful than lion.

Just as the gnat prepared to leave with great joy he flew
into a spider’ s web. He cried out for help and struggled
to free himself. The gnat had beaten the largest beast only to
be the food of a little spider.

You can only bite.“ bite"

bite bite”

The gnat insisted that he was

more powerful than any lion * powerful”
power ?
ful powerful



The fight went on

in this way until the gnat said he was clearly more powerful

than the lion. “ undl”
“ said” “
" the fight
went on in this way
- until the gnat said” “ he
was clearly more powerful than the lion”
“ The

gnat had beaten the largest beast only to be the food of a little

spider.”

sting the lion in the nose

” “

sting the lion’ s nose”

* hit him in the face” “ hit his

face”



Unit 1

Part One

They’ re Playing Our Song

It is usual at international soccer matches to play the na-
tional songs of the competing team. The players line up in the
center of the field and the songs of their countries are played
through loudspeakers. It is a kind of courtesy given to visitors
from other countries.

A few years ago Greece was playing Korea in an impor-
tant international soccer game. As a rule the game was not
played in either team’ s home country. It was played in a third

‘ neutral” country. As the two teams walked onto the field
music was played to the crowd over the loudspeakers. The visi-
ting Korean players stood to attention. They all thought it was
the Greek national song. The Greek players knew it was not
their national song but they stood to attention too. They
thought it was Korean national song.

The spectators were surprised by the behavior of the teams
and wondered what was happening.

Then as all the players stood to attention a voice came
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over the loudspeakers. It told the spectators about a new brand
of toothpaste. The two soccer teams had been standing to at-

tention for the music of a toothpaste advertisement.

New words and expressions
. international adj .
. soccer n.
. line up

. courtesy n. polite behavior good manners

1

2

3

4

5. neutral adj .

6. Korea n.

7. stand to attention
8. spectator n.
9. brand n.
10. toothpaste 7.
11. advertisement 7.

12. Greece n.

Basic training
Multiple — choice exercise
1. What is a national song
A. A country’ s own song.
B. A song played in a soccer match.
C. An advertisement.
D. A kind of courtesy given to visitors.
2. What do the players do when their songs are played
A. They line up and stand to attention.
A 6L



B. They stop singing.

C. They sit down.

D. They begin to play.

. In which country was this soccer game between Greece and
Korea played

A. In Greece. B. In Korea.

C. In a third" neutral” country. D. In Japan.

. What did the visiting Korean team think when they heard
the music

A. They thought it was Korean national song.

B. They thought it was an advertisement.

C. They didn’ t know what it was.

D. They thought it was Greek national song.

. What did the Greek players do when the music was played
A. They didn’ t know which national song it was.

B. They stood to attention.

C. They were surprised.

D. They walked onto the field.

. The spectators

A. knew what was happening

B. were waiting for their national song

C. thought it was Korean song

D. didn’ t understand the behavior of the teams

. What on earth was the music played

A. A new song.

B. The national song of the third country.

C. A toothpaste advertisement.



D. Pop music.
8. Why were the spectators surprised
A. They couldn’ t understand why the game stopped.
B. They were wondering why the two teams stood to atten-
tion for an advertisement.
C. Because it was a new brand of toothpaste.

D. They thought the players were stupid.

Key and explanation

1. A national song
‘ songs of their countries” national song
2. A
A B
C D
3. C

the game was not
played in either team’ s home country.
A B It was
played in a third’ neutral” country
C
4. D
The visiting Korean players stood to attention. They all
thought it was the Greek national song. |B)

”



5.B
The Greek players knew it was not their national song
but they stood to attention too. They thought it was Korean
national song.
B
6. D The spectator were surprised by the be-

havior of the teams and wondered what was happening.

7. C“ pop music”

8. B were surprised by the behavior of the
teams
B

Part Two

Reading Practice

A

President Abraham Lincoln often visited hospitals
to talk with wounded soldiers during the Civil War.
Once doctors pointed out a young soldier who was near death

and Lincoln went over to his bed.



Is there anything I can do for you " asked the president.
The soldier obviously didn’ t recognize Lincoln and with
some effort he was able to whisper * Would you please write a
letter to my mother ”

A pen and paper were provided and the President carefully
began to write down what the young man was able to say
“ My dearest mother I was badly hurt while doing my du-
ty . I'm afraid I am not going to recover . Don’ t
be sad for me please. May God bless you and father.”

The soldier was too weak to continue so Lincoln signed
the letter for him and added “ Written for your son by Abra-
ham Lincoln.”

The young man asked to see the note and was surprised
when he knew who had written it “* Are you really the presi-

dent " he asked.
“ Yes Tam " said Lincoln quietly. Then he asked if there
was anything else he could do.
“ Would you please hold my hand ” the soldier asked.” It
will help to see me through the end.”
In the room the tall president took the boy’ s hand in his

and spoke warm words until death came.

True or false “T
“
1. Abraham Lincoln visited hospitals because he wanted to talk
with wounded soldiers there.
2. At the first glance the young soldier didn’ t know it was
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Abraham Lincoln.

3. The young soldier couldn’ t write the letter himself because
he was near death.

4. Lincoln couldn’ t hear the young soldier because he wasn’ t

able to whisper.

. The letter Lincoln wrote was to the soldier’ s brother.

. The soldier knew that he was badly hurt.

. The young soldier died calmly.

00 J O W

. From the passage we know that Lincoln was greatly moved

by such a good soldier.

B
Robert De Vincenzo the great Argentine golfer
once won a tournament and after re-

ceiving the check he went to the clubhouse . He walked alone
to his car in the parking lot and met a young woman. She con-
gratulated him and then told him her child was seriously ill and
near death. She did not know how she could pay the doctor’ s
bill and hospital expense.

De Vincenzo was touched by her story and he gave the
check to the woman.“ Make some good days for the baby " he
said.

The next week he was having lunch in a country club
when a Professional Golf Association official came to his table.

“ Some of the boys in the parking lot last week told me you met
a young woman there after you won that tournament.” De Vin-

cenzo nodded M Well 7 said the official “ 1T have news



for you. She’ s a phony . She has no sick child. She’ s
not even married. She fleeced you my friend.”
“ You mean there is no baby who is dying " said De Vin-
cenzo.

“ That' s right " said the official.

That’ s the best news I' ve heard all week.” De Vincenzo

said.

Multiple — choice exercise
1. Robert De Vincenzo was
A. from U.S.A.
B. a golf player
C. a writer
D. a Professional Golf Association Official
2. De Vincenzo in the parking lot.
A. couldn’ t find his check B. lost his money
C. met a young woman D. went to the clubhouse
3. The woman went to De Vincenzo because

A. her baby was seriously ill

=

the hospital expense was too much for her
C. she couldn’ t pay the doctor’ s bill
D. she wanted to fleece him by telling lies
4. Hearing what the woman said De Vincenzo
A. gave her his check B. got into the car
C. didn’ t believe her words D. took out a pen
5. Where did De Vincenzo meet a Professional Golf Association
Official
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