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READING COMPREHENSION

I. SHORT STATEMENTS
1. If anything can go wrong, it will,
A. Things will go wrong, better if you think
positive.
B. With most things, there’s a 50-50 chance that
will be well.
C. Difficulties will occur, whether we expect
them or not.
D. We have every reason to be optimistic about
the future.
2. Your story of the incident would be incredible
if T had not witnessed it myself.
A. In this case, seeing was believing.
B. I can’t believe your story of what happened.
C. It’s funny how the same incident can seem
totally different to two different witnesses.
D. I velieve you because you have a good repu-
tation.
3. Reading for ideas instead of words will increase
reading rate.
A. Tt is more difficult to grasp ideas than to mere-

ly recognize words.



B. How well one understands ideas in reading
materials is often related to how well one under-
stands the vocabulary used in the materials.

C. Reading rate is increased by reacting to ideas
not single words.

D. The rate of understanding ideas can be depend-
ent on the rate of reading.

4. A majority of the women in the U.S. who do so
because of real economic need, not because they
want more spending money for luxuries.

A. Because of rising inflation economic needs
dictate that more women work now than ever
before.

B. Too many American women neglect their homes
and work for luxuries their husbands can't buy
them.

C. Although it is generally believed that most
American women work for extra money, the
majority work out of financial need.

D. Most wages earned by women are spent for
household needs, whereas wages earned by men
are spent for largely monthly bills.

5. There is a strong correlation in reading between
concentration and comprehension.

A. Reading rapidly improves both comprehension
and concentration.

B. Many corporations have encouraged executives



to learn speed reading.

C. Good readers choose a reading environment

without distracting noise and sights.

D. Ability to concentrate in reading is closely to

understanding what is read.

$. It is not always wise to buy tires at “sale” prices.

A.

B.
C.
D.

You should wait until a special sale before
buying your tires.

Buying tires at special sales can be risky.
Nobody gets good tire buys at sales.

Tires “on sale”are guaranteed to be good buys.

7. Fast readers usually understand more than slow

readers because fast readers are more alert and

aggressive.

A.

B.

o

Fast reading is better than slow reading be-
cause of time saved.

Readers who plod aleng half asleep don't get
as much out of their reading as fast readers do.
Read different materials at different speeds.

. Slow readers usually understand more than

fast readers because slow readers are more

careful.

8. Slow readers often lose the train of thought be-
cause of the length of time taken to get through

a reading passage.
A. The longer it takes to read a paragraph, the

more discouraged a reader gets.

(24



B.

D.

Fast readers can put ideas together more effi-
ciently because they can get through a passage
so quickly they don't lose their thought patterns.
Few people read as fast as they can because
they don't realize that the mind is quicker than
the eye.

It’s much easier to read the newspaper fast than

it is to read a history text.

9. People who score high on vocabulary tests are

usually successful in school and work.

A.

B.

D.

10.

A.

B.

People who know a lot of words can usually
express themselves well.

Knowledge of a large variety of words im-
proves communication.

It’s difficult to understand complex ideas with-
out knowing the words used to express those
ideas.

A large vocabulary often means better grades
in school and more money at work.

A poor listener will often think about what he
will say next instead of listening carefully to
what the other person is saying.

Listeners will hear more if they paid attention
to the speaker instead of thinking about their
turn to speak.

Not paying attention while someone is talking
is impolite:



C. Poor listening habits are caused by a lack of
interest in the subject being discussed.

D. If you look as if you are listening, there is
less need to actually pay attention to the
speaker.

11. There are twenty-six letters in the English
alphabet, but these stand for over forty different
sounds.

A. Any letter in the English language, whether
it is a vowel or a consonant, will make more
than one sound.

B. There are almost twice as many sounds in
the English language as there are letters.

C. Each of the twenty-six letters in our lan-
guage makes at least two sounds.

D. The more than forty different letters in the
English alphabet have only twenty-six sounds.

12. Several million Americans don't know their exact
date of birth.

A. Many people throughout the world can't re-
member when they were born.

B. Millions of Americans celebrate their birth-
day on the wrong date.

C. Their date of birth can’t be exactly pinpoint-
ed by millions of people born in America.
D. Unlike Europeans, Americans place less em-

phasis on birthdays.



13. No man is an island.

A.

B.

C.
D.

14.

A.

Everybody’s life affects another person’s in
some way.

It’s not necessary that I be aware of your
existence.

Still waters run deep.

We can learn to ignore our surroundings.
If you want something done, ask a busy person.
Busy people are often too frantic to accomplish

anything.

. People who are busy can’t say no.

azy people don’t value hard work.

. The person most likely to finish an extra task

is the person who is already able to handle a
lot of jobs.

15. Our life is frittered away by details.

A.

B.

C.

D.

16.

A.

We should not spend our valuable time regret-
ting past mistakes.

Insignificant matters take up so much of our
time that our lives seem to go by without
meaning.

A man who spends his time wisely achieves
more.

Advance planning saves much wasted time.
Both heredity and environment influence stu-
dents’ academic success.

Where students live has more influence on them



D.

than who their parents are.

Genetic characteristics and living conditions are
both factors influencing students success in
school.

Students’ parentage is more important than en—
vironment in scholastic progress.

Atmospheric conditions aifect students’ ability

to study.

17. Watch your step when your turn cemss to have

A.

D.

an interview with the general mansger.
When you are asked to seec the general ma-
nager, be sure not to step into his office with~

cut his permission.

. Watch the steps when you go upstairs to see

the general manager’s office for an interview
with him.

Be sure to be careful when it is your turn to
gc t6 the general manager at his office.

Keep in step with your manager, especially when

he has an interview with you.

18. Since no additional fund is available, the exten-

A.

B.

sion of the building is out of the question.

The extension of the building is impossible
because we are unable to get extra fund for
the purpose.

There is some problem about the extension of
the building owing to lack of fund.



C. Since no additional fund is available, we have

19.

to solve the problem regarding the extension
of the building with our own resources.

. We can undertake the extension of the building

even without additional fund. It is no problem
at all.
All along he has been striving not to fall short

of his parents’ expectations.

A. He has been trying hard all the time to live up

B.

20.

A,
B.

to what his parents expect of him,
His parents have been expecting him to work
hard.

. All the time he has been trying hard to balance

himself so as not to fall down as his parents
thought he would.

. All the time, as his parents expect him to do,

he has been trying hard to save and not to he
short of money.

The various canals which drain away the exces-
sive water have turned this piece of land into a
highly productive agricultural area.

The canals have been used to water the land.
The canals have been used to raise agricultural
production,

Excessive water has been helpful to agricultural
production.

. Excessive water has prevented this piece of land



21.

22.

from raising its agricultural production.
World War Il introduced new battles and new
boundaries in countries where old battles had
raged (G P13E47) intermittently for centuries. The
boundaries between countries in Europe have
changed many times, and it is unlikely that they
will never change again. History shows that ag-
gressively dangerous political leaders are never in
short supply despite efforts of such organiza-
tions as the League of Nations and the United
Nations which have worked as effectively as they

can to maintain peace.

. Aggressive polical leaders are expected to be

controlled by such bodies as the United Na-
tions.

. Further wars in Europe are always possible.
. The boundaries of Europe have been perma-

nently established.

. European countries continually fight.

Animal populations are governed by food sup-
plies, the number of animals of a particular type
that are alive at a given time being just the
number that can be supported with the food
supply available at that time. Let the food sup-
ply increase, and the number of animals in-
creases. Let the food supply decrease, and the
number of animals decreases, starvation being

9



the controlling factor.

A. Increased food supply will result in more ani-
mals.

B. Starvation limits the size of animal population.

C. Decreased food supply will result in fewer ani-
mals.

D. The sex of an animal population depends upon
the food available.

23. All acts have consequences. Given this fact, we
may wish to play it safe by never doing any-
thing.

The speaker implies that
A. we may prefer to live safely.
B. all facts have consequences.
C. doing nothing has lesser consequences.
D. not doing anything is not an act.

24. We have nothing to fear but fear itseif? Nonsense.
Even the bravest of us may become terrified in
the face of any number of gravely threatening
situations.

To accept this author’s argument, we must agree
that becoming afraid is

A. an occasional trait of the fearless.

B. a common and acceptable human quality.

C. nonsense.

D. allowable only in gravely threatening situa-

tions.

10



25.

D.

26.

A.

B

C

D
:27.

The older we get, the less sleep we should desire.
This is because our advanced knowledge and
capabilities are most enjoyable when used; there-
fore, “mindless” sleep becomes a waste of time.
The author of this statement assumes that
. less sleep is desirable.

sleep advances knowledge and capabilities.
knowledge and capabilities naturally improve
with age.

sleep is only for the young.

It must not be forgotien that the willingness with
which a person will move from the house where
he has lived all his life and settle in an old peo-
ple's home is an important factor in planning
for the aged.

What is an important factor?

The house where he has lived all his life.
. A person,

. The willingness with which a person will move.
. An old people's home,

The average home library has a number of old

favorite books, many unread books, and a few

very useful books. The most useful one of all

besides the dictionary is likely to be a world
almanac. A good almanac includes a wealth of
information——biographical, historical, and geo-

graphical. Records of all sorts——-the highest, the

11



lowest, the longest, and the biggest are all
included in the almanac.
The main idea is that
A. everyone should have a home library.
B. an almanac includes important information.
C. the almanac is a useful reference book.
D. the dictionary is not the mosi useful book.

28. A slide show may bring back pleasant memories
of a trip for the overseas traveler, but friends
and relatives are often bored with the pictures.
Cousin Tillie cannot understand why traveling
is so much fun. She has never been more than a
hundred miles from home. The colorful costumes
of a folk-dance festival are boring to Mr.Haplin
because the slide is a blur of red and blue.
Mrs. Anderson does not enjoy the slides of for-
eign national monuments.The slides only remind
her that she does not have enough money to go
anywhere.

The main idea of this paragraph is that

A. slide shows are interesting and fun.

B. relatives and friends often do not enjoy pictures
of a trip even though the traveler does.

C. folk-dance festivals are coclorful, and the cos-
tumes are easy to take pictures of.

D. people do not enjoy pictures of buildings.

29. Spiders, those eight-legged bugs that many peo-
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