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{ 1. Dating Americans }
Xes e oo ee e e X
Interested in Dating Americans You may not be able to
answer that question yet, but you are probably at least interested
in the subject. Dating can be a problem for foreign students
because of the difference in culture and customs. This article may
help you decide whether you are interested in dating Americans,
and if you decide that you are, it may help you feel more confident

when it comes time for your first date with an American.

First, do not be deceived by what you see in the movies. It
may be both partly true and partly false. If American movies tend
to make you feel prejudiced against the Americans, you have to
remember that those movies are often products of Hollywood. If
true at all, they often show only what is superficial® and most
apparent®. From experience, we know that we cannot always

judge people by their appearances.

As a new arrival here in the United States, it will take a
while for you to learn how people act socially, and how they date.
With determination, it will not take long for you to know some
Americans well enough to be dating one of them soon, if that’s

what you'd like to do.

The majority of American college and university students
who are in their late teens and early twenties date. If you do find
an American who does not date, he probably is engaged or already

married.

1. @ superficial a. s

@ apparent a. s
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What is the significance of American dating Often dating
means no more than getting to know one another and having some
fun. It is often the beginning of a friendship with someone whom
you may like but not necessarily marry. Dating is not as serious in
America as it is in some countries, but it is important because
every person has the freedom to choose his own marriage partner,
one with whom he hopes to spend the rest of his life. Dating is one

way to accomplish that goal.

@ Where do most Americans go on a typical date A frequent
place to go is the movies. After the movie, going out for bite to
eat is usually in order. Finally. the boy takes the girl back home
and says good night. That is usually the end of it, at least the first

time out with someone.

On a first date, some American women prefer to go
“Dutch treat”. This means that the girl pays for herself. Because
Americans are informal in their dating patterns, there is no rule
that says the boy always has to pay. Maybe some of you do not
agree with this, but some Americans prefer it. In most foreign
countries, the boy usually pays all expenses when he takes a girl
out, even on the first date. The girl never pays unless it is a
special occasion. Then the girl may insist on paying., but only if
they have gone out together for quite a while. This is not

necessarily so here.
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H As a relationship becomes warmer and more intimate, you
can guess what subject is likely to come up. If you were thinking
about sex, you are correct There are many different attitudes
about how to handle this question, even among Americans. In this
area, it is unpredictable how Americans approach® the question.

® . Some even say one thing

Some are liberal, some conservative
and do another This is a difficult area even for Americans,
because even they cannot always predict how their dates will react
to the question of “how far to go” sexually. The best solution is to

be honest about what you believe is the limit, and stick to it.

El Now. where can you meet people to date They are almost
everywhere: at school, at work, at a club activity, or even at the
supermarket, You can be sure you will find someone, unless of

course, someone finds you first.

M Some Americans have an interest in people from foreign
cultures, but many of them don’t. Since it’s extremely difficult to
deal with those who don’t, try to focus on the ones who are more

inclined to have an interest in you.

1 came to the States three years ago from a Middle Eastern
country. During my stay, 1 have had a number of American
friends and girl friends. Much of my success came as a result of
the extra time and energy I devoted to understanding their culture
and social behavior, and overcoming the differences that created
obstacles for a relationship. Here are some observations that

helped me and may help you.

® approach w. ,

@ conservative a. s
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Observation 1; If you are going to speak, make sure it’s
English. Because effective communication is the most important
aspect of a relationship, you need to learn some English to
converse with your date because most Americans don’t know any
other languages. The better your English, the better you will
communicate. The better you communicate, the more chances you
have for dating successfully. It is very important to know idioms
and some slang, too. They constitute® a considerable part of

American everyday language.

Observation 2: If you are going to smell. make sure it’s
sweet You've probably already discovered that people from
different cultures don’t always smell the same or appreciate the
same smells. The media-conditioned® Americans prefer the scents
of cosmetic products to the natural smells of the body. Yet it has
been scientifically proven that the smell of sweat of a clean body
can attract the opposite sex. Many Americans, however, feel the
need to cover up natural smells created by the secretion® of
glands® during physical activity with artificial perfumes or

® . So in order to please most American dates, you have

colognes
to wear deodorant® and an after-shave lotion® or perfume at all
times This can be an inconvenience if you are living in the midst

of another ethnic® group.

@ constitute w.

@ media-conditioned a.

@ sccretion n. , )
O gland n. [ ]

©® cologne n.

@ deodorant n.

® lotion n. N

@® cthnic a. s
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Let me tell you of my own experience. When I got
together with my family after being in the United States for two
years, 1 was shocked to notice that my father smelled awful. He
never had before. A few days later I realized that, like most males
in the Middle Eastern countries, he wasn’t using deodorant at all.
In two years my attitudes toward smell had changed to such an
extent that I was bothered by the smell of my own father As a

result, my father began to use deodorant at the age of 72.

Observation 3: If you are unhappy, make sure you have a
smile on your face When your American date asks you, “How are
you ” some suggested answers you might give, depending on your
mood, are as follows:

”

M If you feel just great, say: “Excellent

3

If you feel good, say: “I'm fine.”

B If you feel merely okay, say: “I'm just fine.”

If you feel awful, say: “I can’t complain. ”

Screen® your negative feelings a little up until the time you
become intimate friends. Americans have a strong protective

shell® , but don’t worry, they are usually valuable friends.

® screen v,

@ shell n. s
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