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The Collection of the English Reading Materials — Fairy Tales 1

N
t 1. The False Grandmother +
X4 er oo
H A mother had to sift flour, and told her little girl to go to
her grandmother’s and borrow the sifter. The child packed a
snack® — ring-shaped cakes and bread with oil — and set out.
She came to the Jordan® River.

“Jordan River, will you let me pass ”

“Yes, if you give me your ring-shaped cakes. ”

The Jordan River had a weakness for® ring-shaped cakes,
which he enjoyed twirling® in his whirlpools®.

[ The child tossed® the ring-shaped cakes into the river, and
the river lowered its waters and let her through.

The little girl came to the Rake Gate.

H “Rake Gate, will you let me pass ”

Bl “Yes, if you give me your bread with oil. ”

The Rake Gate had a weakness for bread with oil, since
her hinges® were rusty® , and bread with oil oiled them for her.

The little girl gave the gate her bread with oil, and the
gate opened and let her through.

She reached her grandmother’s house, but the door was
shut tight.

“Grandmother, Grandmother, come let me in.”

“I'm sick in bed. Come through the window.”

“T can’t make it.”

“Come through the cat door.”

”

“I can’t squeeze through®.

1. @ snack n. ,
@ Jordan n. ( ) s
® have a weakness for ... e e

O twirlv. () s
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J

“Well, wait a minute,” she said, and lowered a rope, by

which she pulled the little girl up through the window. The room was

® . not the grandmother, for the ogress

dark. In bed was the ogress
had gobbled® up Grandmother all in one piece from head to toe, all
except her teeth, which she had put on to stew® in a small stew pan,
and her ears, which she had put on to fry in a {rying pan.

“Grandmother, Mamma wants the sifter. ”

“It’s late now. T’ll give it to you tomorrow. Come to bed.”

“Grandmother, I'm hungry, I want my supper first. ”

“Eat the beans boiling in the boiler.”

In the pot were the teeth. The child stirred them around
and said, “Grandmother, they're too hard.”

“Well, eat the fritters® in the frying pan.”

In the frying pan were the ears. The child felt them with
the fork and said, “Grandmother, they’re not crisp.”

“Well, come to bed. You can eat tomorrow. ”

The little girl got into bed beside Grandmother. She felt
one of her hands and said, “Why are your hands so hairy,

”

Grandmother
“From wearing too many rings on my fingers. ”
She felt her chest. “ Why is your chest so hairy,
Grandmother ”
“From wearing too many necklaces around my neck.”
She felt her hips. “ Why are your hips so hairy,
”

Grandmother

“Because I wore my corset® too tight. ”

@ ogress n.

@® gobble v. . (up)
@ stew wv. .

® fritter n. ( )

@ corset n. .
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She felt her tail and reasoned that, hairy or not,
Grandmother had never had a tail. That had to be the ogress and
nobody else. So she said, “Grandmother, I can’t go to sleep
unless I first go and take care of a little business.”

Grandmother replied, “Go do it in the barn® below. T'll
let you down through the trapdoor® and then draw you back up.”

She tied a rope around her and lowered her into the barn. The
minute the little girl was down she untied the rope and in her place
attached a nanny goat®. “Are you through ” asked Grandmother.

“Just a minute, ” She finished tying the rope around the
nanny goat. “There, I've finished. Pull me back up.”

The ogress pulled and pulled, and the little girl began
yelling, “Hairy ogress Hairy ogress ” She threw open the barn
and fled. The ogress kept pulling, and up came the nanny goat.
She jumped out of bed and ran after the little girl.

When the child reached the Rake Gate, the ogress yelled
from a distance: “Rake Gate, don’t let her pass ”

But the Rake Gate replied, “Of course I'll let her pass;
she gave me her bread with oil. ”

When the child reached the Jordan River, the ogress
shouted, “Jordan River, don’t you let her pass ”

But the Jordan River answered, “Of course I'll let her
pass; she gave me her ring-shaped cakes. ”

When the ogress tried to get through, the Jordan River did
not lower his waters, and the ogress was swept away in the

current. From the bank the little girl made faces at her.

® barnn. [ ] s
@ trapdoor n.  ( R ) ,
@® nanny goat n.
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+ 2. The Twelve Oxen® +

|

There were twelve brothers who fell out® with their
father, and all twelve of them left home. They built themselves a
house in the woods and made their living as carpenters. Meanwhile
their parents had a baby girl, who was a great comfort to them.
The child grew up without ever meeting her twelve brothers. She
had only heard them mentioned, and she longed to see them.

One day she went to bathe at a fountain, and the first
thing she did was remove her coral® necklace and hang it on a
twig. A raven® came by, grabbed the necklace, and flew off with
it. The girl ran into the woods after the raven and found her
brothers’ house. No one was at home, so she cooked the noodles,
spooned them onto the brothers’ plates, and hid under a bed. The
brothers returned and, finding the noodles ready and waiting, sat
down and ate. But then they grew uneasy. suspecting the witches
had played a joke on them, for the woods were full of witches.

One of the twelve kept watch the next day and saw the girl
jump out from under the bed. When the brothers learned she was not a
witch but their own little sister, they made a great to-do® over her and
insisted that she remain with them. But they cautioned her to speak to
no one in the woods, because the place was full of witches.

One evening when the girl went to prepare supper, she found
that the fire had gone out. To save time, she went to a nearby cottage
to get a light. An old woman at the cottage graciously gave her the
light, but said that, in exchange, she would come to the girl on the

morrow® and suck a bit of blood from her little finger.

2. @ ox n. s [pl. Joxen @ fall out w. s ,
® coral n. s O raven n.

@ to-do n. , @ morrow n.
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3

“T can’t let anyone in the house,” said the girl. “My
brothers forbid it. ”

@A “You don’t even have to open the door,”

3

replied the old
woman. “When 1 knock, all you have to do is stick your little

finger through the keyhole, and I'll suck it.”

So the old woman came by every evening to suck the blood
from her, while the girl grew paler and paler. Her brothers
noticed it and asked her so many questions that she admitted going
to an old witch for a light and having to pay for it with her blood.

J

“Just let us take care of her,” said the brothers.

B The witch arrived, knocked, and when the girl failed to
stick her finger through the keyhole, she poked her head through
the cat door. One of the brothers had his hatchet® all ready and
chopped off her head. Then they pitched the remains into a

ravine® .

Bl One day on the way to the fountain, the girl met another
old woman, who was selling white bowls.

i

“I have no money,” said the girl.
“In that case I'll make you a present of them,” said the old

woman.

So when the brothers came home thirsty, they found
twelve bowels filled with water. They pitched in® and drank, and
instantly changed into a herd of oxen. Only the twelfth, whose
thirst was slight, barely touched the water and turned into a
lamb. The sister therefore found herself alone with eleven oxen

and one lamb to feed every day.

@ hatchet n.
@ ravine n. s s

@ pitch in



10

”»



