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} 1. The Birth of the United States 1

They were no longer really colonials® , but neither were
they yet Americans. As the year 1776 opened, the farmers who
had stood against the Redcoats® at Lexington and Concord, the
militiamen® who had gone off on a doomed invasion of Canada
were balanced precariously® between their ancient loyalty to their
sovereign® , George [ » and, a forthright assertion of separatism.
So, too, were the members of the Second Continental Congress
sitting in Philadelphia. All through the stirring events of the
preceding year the Congress had met, debated, and worried, but
had failed to confront the supreme issue: independence. Instead its
members had sought conciliation with King and Parliament; but
their appeals for compromise® had brought only threats to crush
what the monarch® called a “desperate conspiracy®”.

Later in 1775, the King and his ministers engaged 30 000

@ the colonists. Nothing could

German soldiers to help suppress
have stiffened colonial resistance more than this dispatch of
German hirelings®. Early in 1776 colonial passions were further
inflamed by a small pamphlet® entitled Common Sense by Thomas
Paine. Giving Voice to the feelings of thousands, Paine wrote of
the American struggle: “The sun never shined on a cause of
greater worth ... Now is the seedtime of continental union ... O

ye that love mankind ... stand forth ... and prepare ... an

asylum for mankind. ”

1. @ colonial n. ,
® Redcoats n. ,
® militiaman n. s
@ precariously ad. s

@ sovereign n. ( N )
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In a few weeks Paine’s broadside found its way to village
greens in New England, counting-houses in New York, and
plantations in Virginia. Up and down the coast, men discussed his
bold call for independence and increasingly found that his
sentiments® reflected their own. Suddenly the daring word

’ was on everyone's lips, and a cause thought

“independence”
radical only a few months earlier had achieved an astounding
degree of respectability. By late winter the tide of rebellion turned
to full flood after the first great victory of Patriot arms. On March
4, 1776, with 50 or so cannon captured at Ticonderoga and hauled
some 3 000 miles eastward through heavy snows and across hilly
terrain, Gen. George Washington, commander of the Continental
Army, fortified Dorchester Heights over looking Boston. Sir
Willian Howe, the Redcoats’ commander inside the city, was
faced with choice of attempting a breakthrough in the teeth of
Washington’s artillery or evacuating his forces by sea. Direction
won over valor; the British abandoned Boston, and on March 17
Continental troops poured into the city without a fight.

In June the rebels scored another victory when a half-hearted
British effort to land troops at Charleston, South Carolina, was
repulsed®. With Patriot arms triumphant North and South, the
Continental Congress in early June agreed to debate Richard Henry
Lee’s resolution that “these united colonies are, and of right ought to
be free and independent states”. On June 11, a committee of five was
chosen to give formal expression to Lee’s initiative® , and from this
group Virginia's Thomas Jefferson was selected to draft a Declaration

of Independence® .

® sentiments n. [ pl. ] s
® repulse v. ( )
@ initiative n. ,

@® Declaration of Independence
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It was in this declaration that Jefferson asserted the
natural rights of all mankind:“that all men are created equal; that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights;
that among these are life, liberty, an the pursuit of happiness.
That, to secure these rights, governments are instituted among
men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the

governed. ”

@A On July 4, 1776, after having made several revisions in
Jefferson’s text. the Congress adopted the declaration. The
United States of America was born. The first signature, which is
almost as large as that of a motion picture star, is that of a man
from Massachusetts, John Hancock, who escaped capture by the
British in the first battle of the War of Independence and then had
his ship confiscated® and burned. He wrote his signature in such a
way, he said, that “the King of England can read it without his
glasses. ” This whimsical® act alone made him immortal® , for an
American handing out a contract for signature is apt to ask for
“your John Hancock.” After Hancock, the Declaration was signed
by Franklin, John Adams, a Massachusetts lawyer who was to
become the second President of United States, the thirty-three-

year-old Jefferson, and Roger Sherman of Connecticut.

@ confiscate v. ( )
® whimsical a.

@® immortal a.
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+ 2. A Brief of the Revolutionary War in America +
S U O

H The Revolutionary War in America gave birth to a new
nation. Thirteen British colonies won their freedom and became
the independent United States of America. The war began on
April 19, 1775, when a group of colonists fought British soldiers
at Lexington® , Massachusetts. Hours later in nearby Concord,
colonists fired “the shot heard round the world” when they battled
British troops near a bridge. The war lasted eight years.

The news of war shocked people in both the American
colonies and England. But ill-feeling® between the British
government and its colonies had been gradually developing for
more than 10 years. After gaining control of the French empire in
North America in 1763, the British had tried to restore their
authority over the American colonies and to tax them more
heavily. The Americans, who had enjoyed a large measure of self-
government, wanted even greater freedom from British control.
They refused to pay the Stamp Tax® of 1765 and the Townshend
duties on imports in 1767. Citizens of Boston organized a “tea
party” in 1773 to dump incoming tea into the harbor rather than
pay a tax on it. Britain sent troops to support its authority.

The First Continental Congress demanded that the British
abandon their efforts to make Massachusetts bow to British
authority. It asked Britain to admit that parliament had no right to
tax the colonists for revenue®. But the British government
considered Massachusetts and its neighbors to be in rebellion®

British troops in Boston were ordered to take swift action.

2. @ Lexington n. ( Massachusetts )
O ill feeling s ©® Stamp Tax

O revenue n. , @ rebellion n. ,
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The Second Continental Congress adopted the Declaration
of Independence on July 4, 1776. Ties between the colonies and
the mother country had now been cut. Britain launched a great
offensive® to crush the rebellion. A British army under Lieutenant
General® William Howe assembled at New York. General George
Washington, who had taken General of the Continental Army,
slowly withdrew his men in face of the British attacks. The
patriots® forced Lieutenant General John Burgoyne and his army
to surrender at Saratoga in 1777. They gained an active ally® in
1778, when France recognized the independence of United States
and entered the war. Spain declared war on Britain in 1779, and

Holland did so in 1780.

Faced by so many enemies, Britain found it difficult to
assemble an army powerful enough to destroy the patriot forces.
Lieutenant General Charles Cornwallis tried to conquer the
Southern States after Lieutenant General Sir Henry Clinton
captured Charleston. South Carolina in 1780. But he found
himself checked® by Nathanael Greene in the far south.
Cornwallis then concentrated big forces at Yorktown, Virginia. A
French fleet® cut him off there, and Washington’s army of
American and French soldiers attacked. On October 19, 1781,
Cornwallis’ army surrendered at Yorktown in the war’s last major

action,

O offensive n. s
@ Licutenant General

® patriot n.

O ally n. s

@ check w. , ,
® fleet n.
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