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Robert as| Know Him

Clifford Fan ( )

My Endlish friend Robert G. Jackson is aliving book, and his life and work makes a
good story.

Robert was born in Croston, a small village in the Northwest of England. He began
schod on his third birthday and, when he was ten years dd, won a schdarship( )
to Ormskirk Grammar Schod. At the age of 17 he won a state scholarship to Liverpool
Univerdty where he studied Mechanical Engineering. He graduated in December, 1942
and began his first job in January, 1943, as a Juniar Scientific Officer at the Royal
Aircraft Establishment ( ) . There he did research on arcraft engines
to find ways to improve their performance ( ) .

In 1946, he joned the staff of a research centre of the Shell International Petroeum
Company ( ) , where he worked on a variety of prgects concerned with
the perforomance of fuels. In the years that folowed, he made a number of trips to
Holland, France, Germany, Japan, the United States, Brazil and New Zeadand, to visit
Shell or Continenta activities in those countries.

As part of his duties, Robert first came to Chinain 1993, and we began to know each
other on his second budgness trip to Xi’ an in October, 1994. Snce then we have been
warking, as friends and partners, in promoting some coa -gas power generating ( )
proects he and his company have worked on. He has, however, been able to watch
Xi’ an, and China, grow and has felt for much of the time that he is part of a great
adventure. Currently he is a Senior Vice Presdent of EPIC and Chief Representative of
the EPIC Agency in Xi’ an. In 1996, he met a Chinese engneer who became his wife in
1997. His new wife brought into his life her beautiful daughter who he adopted in 2001.

He became associated with the GL Information Techndogy Cadlege of NPU in 1999 as
a guest speaker and began to teach senior students the corect way to speak and write
English. He is now a guest professor of GL-Information Techndogy Cdlege of NPU and an
advisar in teaching English for the College’ s International Exchange Programme.
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V ersion 1

Sone tinme ago, | found a Chinese cable channel show a British

rogramme Wt h a Chi nese di al ogue, and | persuaded ny wi fe towatchto see
soet hi ng of the English countryside. Nornally, the story is about a
ural areabut thistineit wandered into an urban area. Suddenl y, arowof
houses typical of those provided, throughout the Industria North in
ictoriantines, appeared. Those houses had to be avail abl e qui ckly and
hey had littl e of nodern anenities. As ny wife sawthis she said,“ Nowl
nowwhy you canliveinChina, thisisnot sodifferent as Chinais now.”
| was borninasmnmall rural village and | suppose | was | ucky conpared
toother children. Across the street fromny hone was a simlar row of
ouses. It started wth a greengrocer’ s shop and fini shed wi th a bank and
a haberdasher’s and in a neighbouring small square was one of the
i1l age’ s seven pubs.
| started school on ny third birthday because ny best friend from
cross the street, who was ol der than |, had al ready started and | coul d
ot wait tojoin him
The school was associated with the | ocal church and was appr oached
hr ough a narrowand cobbl ed street, |ined on both sides by a conti nuous
ow of small |ow houses. It was divided into two parts, one room for
1
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nfants and a larger roomwhere | was taught to read and wite. | cannot
enenber nmuch about ny early schooling al though | do renenber the net hod
f learningtoreadandtolearnarithnetic. It was al | done by conti nuous
repetition.

Wen | was ten | took® The Schol arship Exam’ in which | did well

nough t o begin ny further educati on at O nski rk G ammar School . Q nskirk

Gamar School was founded inthe 16th century and the ol dest part of the
chool , built of stone, was still in use when | arrived there, although
art of it had becone t he headnast er’ s house.

The school headnast er was an Anglican priest. | had not been at school
awholeterm whenit was announced that hewouldretire at the end of the
termand that M. Pierce, thesenior Latinteacher, woul d act as tenporary
head until a new per son was appoi nt ed.

The f ol | owi ng Sept enber we had a new headmaster. H s nane was M ster

I cki nson and hewas not apriest. He had, infact, conetothe school from
t he posi ti on of Head of the Chem stry Departnent of Liverpool College, a
ubl i ¢ school wth a splendidreputation for schol asti c achi evenent. He
nt r oduced many changes setting for hinself the task of maki ng sure that
Is Gamar School woul d soon gai n a nane for schol asti ¢ achi evenent s.
Ther e were about 350 pupils when | joined the school and it was not
anmous for its scholastic achievenents. In fact, it was, | believe, sone
ear s si nce anyone had gone on fromschool to university. Wien | left the
chool , sone si x years | ater, the school had nore t han seven hundred and
ifty pupilsand ! was one of seven pupi | s who had won a St at e Schol ar shi p,
the first to honour the school in this way for nore than a decade.

It is nany years since |l |ast visitedthe school and | often wonder i f

thetradition, set by M. D ckinson, is still carrying on or whether it
as becone the victimof the nodern educati on thi nking i n nany countries
f the Western world that believes that all chil dren shoul d have t he sane
educati onin spite of sone bei ng bri ghter than ot hers.

Now answer the comprehension questions printed after Version
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“ For those who want to know the whole story, and those who
re advanced English learners, the complete version can be

ead below. H

V ersion 2

(One of the programmes | used t o watch on Chi nese tel evi si on cones out

f Hong Kong but is a British programe called Heartbeat. | like it
ecause it was shot in Yorkshireina beautiful part of Engl and where the
oads twi st and turn as they pass fromone place of beauty t o another.

Sone tinme ago, while roamng the channels, | found that one of the
hi nese cabl e channel s had begun to showthe programme dubbed i n Chi nese.

Asaresult afewnights later | persuaded ny wife to watch and see not
nly t he programme but al so sonet hi ng of t he Engli sh countrysi de.

Primarily the action takes place in therural areas of the county but
t soneti nes wandersintoanore urbanareaandit didsoonthis occasion.

Suddenl y ont he screen appeared arowof houses typi cal of those provi ded,
t hroughout the Industrial Northin Mctoriantines, to house t he workers
eeded t o man the newfactories, whi ch were being built.

Those houses had t o be avai | abl e qui ckly and they had little of nodern

aneni ties. CGenerally they woul d beinrows of twenty or so, oftenw th no

reak bet ween i ndi vidual houses, and sonetines no back as they were built

“ back to back” to econom se on cost and | and usage. Those who wer e | ucky

oul d have a snal | passage bet ween adj acent houses t hat gave accessto the

back and, because a roomcoul d be built over the passage, woul d have a
hird snmal | bedroom either tothe front or the back.

As she sawthis scene ny wife turned to ne and said,” Now | know why
oucan livein China, you were brought up in a country which is not so
ifferent to Chinanow and | suppose to al arge extent that i s near tothe

trut h.
| was born in a snall rural village whose nmain i ndustry was farm ng
3
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ut did boast brick maki ngand a cotton mll, where ny not her worked as a

eaver. It was alsocentral ly pl acedto t hree nmar ket t owns, none nore t han
eight mles away. There, on sone days of the week, but never on Sunday,

tall s were set up along the streets or in permanent covered areas. The

ar kets sol d about anyt hi ng and ever ythi ng and as i n Chi na on market days
wer e t hronged wit h peopl e.

To sl ake the thirst of the shoppers, and | suppose the sellers, the
ubs i n t he nei ghbour hood were all owed to stay open duri ng nar ket hours
or, in those days, the opening tines of the pubs were strictly
ontrol | ed.

| suppose | was | ucky conpared to sonme of the other children in the
i1l age. Across the street fromny parents’ hone was one of those rows of
ouses. It started wth a greengrocer’ s shop and fini shed wi th a bank and

a haberdasher ” s and in a neighbouring small square was one of the
Il1age’ s seven pubs. As far as | knowsix of themare still there, the
eventh succunbed duri ng ny early years, not to lack of custombut to the
act that it was built on supports over theriver and was decl ar ed unsafe.

| started school on ny third birthday. The regul ations al l owed this
ut were nore directed to saying every child nust have begun school by
heir fifth birthday. | started so early because ny best friend from
cross the street, who was ol der than |, had al ready started and | coul d
ot wait tojoin him

The school was associ ated with the | ocal church and was appr oached
hr ough Church Sreet, one of theol dest inthe village, and noti ceabl e by

havi ng t he di sused vill age punp and the Village Qoss at it’ s entrance.
he st reet was narrow and cobbl ed and, as was common at the ti ne, was | i ned

on bot h si des by a conti nuous row of snmal |l | ow houses.

The school was divided into two parts, the snaller for infants with
ne | ar ge cl assroomwhere one pl ayed as nuch as | earned, and a roomwher e
Iss Brethertontaught netoread and wite. Tolearntowite, one hadto

copy theletters carefully onto gui delines. It was such an exact net hod |

cannot under st and why ny wri ti ng has been consi stently bad ever since.

| cannot renenber nuch about ny early schooling although | do
enenber the nethod of learningtoread and to learn arithnetic. It was

4
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|1 done by conti nuous repetition. So c-a-t spell ed cat, d-o-g spel | ed dog,

two plus two equal led four, six tinmes seven equall edforty two, and so on
ntil one was i n possession of a good vocabul ary and knew the 12 tines
abl es backwar ds and f orwar ds.

Wen | was ni ne ny school teacher and ny parents told ne that | was
| ever enough to take® The Schol arshi p Exant. As aresult, the fol | owi ng
arch | was takentothe local market townof Onskirktotakethetest. If

| did well enough, then later inthe year | wuld be able to go to the
rammar School . | didtake that test and taki ng the test was an advent ure
nitself. Aten-year-old in those days did not travel out of his village
ery nuch andtaking the test involvedajourney onthetrain, sittingfor

a whol e day i n a strange cl assroomand putting ny best efforts into three
xam nat i ons.

(ne exam involved an English paper in which | wote an essay
escribing ny favourite house (ny great aunt’ s), an arithnetic paper that

was very easy as aresult of Mss Bretherton’ s excel lent teaching and an
ntelligencetest. Inthose days this was | ooked upon as the standard to
eci de who was cl ever and who was not. | did well at the tine and | have
ubsequent |y di scovered that whet her one does wel |l or not is nore amatter
of havi ng a knack to do the test than being especially intelligent.

Onskirk G amrar School was founded in the 16th century and the

| dest part of the school, built of stone, was still inusewhenl! arrived
t here, although part of it had becone t he headnast er’ s house.

The school had two characteristics. One, the headnaster was an
ngl i can priest and two, hal f the pupils were fee paying. They were abl e
o attend t he school because t hey had weal t hy parents and had the abi ity

to reach a mninum standard in a rather sinple test. They generally
ntered the school at seven or ei ght years of age and were taught in two
| assroons inthe original part of the school .
Because of an acci dent of birth| was able to take this examand enter
t he school a year earlier than ny fell owfreshnen because anyone with a
irthday in the last three nont hs of the year coul dsit the examat ten and
again at eleven. M birthday is the first of Gtober and | gai ned ny pl ace
at ny first attenpt, so nobody coul d be younger than | was.
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For aten-year-oldthis newlife was rather overpowering. | had wal ked

the two mnutes to school since the day | started but now!| had a ten-

inute wal k to the railway station, atwenty-mnute train journey and a

ifteen-mnute wal k to school after I arrived in Onskirk. Even when |

rrived at school | felt out of place. I was snall for ny age and the

oungest nenber of the class and it was quite a few years before |
oncl uded t hat the rest of the cl ass were not gi ants.

| had not been at school a whole termwhen a dramati ¢ change t ook
| ace. The headnaster, the Reverend Bates, announced he woul d retire at
he end of the termand that M. P erce, the senior Latin teacher, woul d
ct as tenporary head until a newper son was appoi nted. Wen it cane, that

appoi nt ment changed the school forever.
Ther e were about 350 pupils when | joined the school and it was not
anous for its scholastic achievenents. In fact, it was, | believe, sone
ear s si nce anyone had gone on fromschool to university. Gnskirk was in
t he country, was a nmarket town and, apart fromits market it was nainly

anous for maki ng t he best gingerbread pastries and havinga churchw tha
tonwer and a steeple. SO university scholarships were far from the
school board’ s m nds.

The f ol | ow ng Sept enber we had a new headmaster. H s nanme was M ster
I cki nson and hewas not apriest. He had, infact, cometotheschool from

t he posi ti on of Head of the Chem stry Departnent of Liverpool College, a
ubl i ¢ school with a spl endi d reputation for schol asti c achi evenent s.

He i ntroduced many changes setting for hinself the task of naking
ure that his Gammar School would soon gain a nane for schol astic
chi evenents. Wen | | eft t he school, sone six years | ater, the school had

nore than seven hundred and fifty pupils and | had won a State

chol arshi p. | was one of seven pupils to do so, the first to honour the
chool inthis way for nore than a decade. The foll ow ng years saw nore
npressi ve gains including, three years later, the first pupil in the
chool ’ s history to gai n an open schol arshi p to Ganbridge University.

It is nmany years since |l |last visitedthe school and | often wonder i f

thetradition, set by M. D ckinson, is still carrying on or whether it
as becone the victimof the nodern educati on thi nking i n nany countries
6
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f the Western world. This new phil osophy believes that all children

eserve the sane educationin spite of sone being brighter than ot hers.
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victim n. one suffering an injury , ,

phi | osophy n. any of various systens of
hought having this as its base '

deserve V. be owed by neri t

Notes
1. Victoriantines: (1819—1901),
2. Gamrar School : 16 :

12 , ;
; 20 60 : 11

3. School Board: ( )
4. | like it because it was shot in Yorkshire in a beautiful part of

ngl and where the roads tw st and turn as t hey pass fromone pl ace of
eauty t o anot her .

, ( , place of beauty beaut y-spot

)

5 Primarilytheactiontakes placeintherural areas of the county but it
sonetimes wanders intoanore urbanareaandit didsoonthis occasion.

6. Suddenly on the screen appeared a row of houses typical of those
rovi ded, throughout the industrial north in Victorian tinmes, to
ouse the workers needed to man the new factories whi ch were being
uilt.
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( )

7. Cenerally they would be in rows of twenty or so, often with no break
et ween i ndi vidual houses, and sonetinmes no back as they were built
back t o back” to economze on cost and | and usage.

) 1) 20 )

_Exercises

. Questions for Comprehension

1. What isthe article mainly about ?
A Lifein England.
B. The author’ s educati on.
C. Taki ng exam nat i ons.
D. O nskirk Gamar School .
2. DDdthe author enjoy lifein his country?
A. Yes, when he wat ched t el evi si on.
B. Only when he went to school with his friend.
C. Yes, because it was so |i ke Chi na.
D. The story does not tell us but inplies he did.
3. What was the net hod of | earni ng as r enenber ed by t he aut hor ?
A. By listening to Mss Bretherton tal k.
B. By witinginaspecial book.
C. By conti nuous repetition.
D. By usi ng an exact net hod.
4. Can you give a sunmary of what you know about O nski rk G ammar School ?
A It was ol d but inproving.
B. The headnaster was the Latinteacher and it nade gi nger bread.
C It was not snal |l but becane so.
D. The newheadnaster nade it better.

10



5. Wat was the difference betwen when the aut hor started and when he
eft? What didthe school gain after the author |eft?
A. Mre bui ldi ngs and a new Headast er .
B. It was reorgani sed but gai ned st ate schol ar shi ps.
C. It had nore pupils and a schol arshi p t o Canbri dge.
D. M. Dckinson had replaced Reverend Bates and narried the PE
eacher.
6. What did the changes i n O nski rk Gamrar School i nply?
A It isnatural to nake progresswithtinme.
B. Education admnistration is inportant even for a town Ilike
r mski r k.
C. Apriest cannot be a good headmast er .
D. If onewants to have sone schol asti c achi evenent i none’ s school one
nmust appoint a dean from a college departnent as the school’ s
eadnast er .

. Tanslation from English into Chinese

1. 1 like it because it was shot in Yorkshire in a beautiful part of
ngl and where the roads tw st and turn as they pass fromone place of
eauty to anot her.

2. Primarilytheactiontakes placeintherural areas of thecounty but it

soneti nes wanders into a nore urban area and it did so on this
ccasi on.

3. | started school on ny third birthday because ny best friend from
cross the street, who was older than |, had already started and |
ould not wait tojoin him

4. He i ntroduced many changes setting for hinsel f the task of naki ng sure
hat his Gamar School would soon gain a nane for schol astic
chi evenent s.

5. | often wonder if the tradition, set by M. D ckenson, is still
arryi ng on or whet her it has becone t he vi cti mof t he noder n education

thi nking i n many countries of the Western worl d t hat bel i eves t hat al |
chi | dren shoul d have the sane educati on i n spite of sone bei ng bri ghter
than ot hers.

11
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. Topics for Discussion and Writing

It is inportant that students are not only able to pick the correct
nswer out of four choices, they also should be able to answer the
uestions inthe formof a short paragraph that sumari ses the answer in
bout 50 wor ds.

. What isthe article nainly about ?

Didthe author enjoy lifein his country?

What was t he net hod of | earni ng as r enenber ed by the aut hor ?

Can you give a summar y of what you know about O nski rk G anmmar School ?

A

Wiat was the difference betwen when the aut hor started and when he
eft? Wat didthe school gain after the author | eft?
6. What did the changes i n O nski rk G ammar School i nply?

R ead More

Self-introduction

A

It’sreally great to have a chancetointroduce nyself first. My nane
IsVanny. " mfromChina. |” mhere in Anerica for further study for ny
BA. I’ mgoingtobeinArericafor twoyears. But | don’t think |’ mgoing
to stay here any | onger, because | al ready mss Chi na very nmuch. | enjoy
ei ng here, but | m ss hone at the sane ti ne.

B

Hel | o, glad to neet you all. M name i s Howard Hu. | ° m27 years ol d and
| livein Guaangzhouwith ny wfe Selnma. |’ mworking as programmer for a
et work conpany. My ngj or activity, however, is gol f. Wather permtting,

| play every day. My gane has i nproved very nuch. | hope we would have a
hance to play a gane toget her in the future. Thank you!
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