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Robert as I Know Him

Clifford Fan (樊恒夫)

My English friend Robert G. Jackson is a living book, and his life and work makes a

good story.

Robert was born in Croston, a small village in the Northwest of England. He began

school on his third birthday and, when he was ten years old, won a scholarship(奖学金)

to Ormskirk Grammar School. At the age of 17 he won a state scholarship to Liverpool

University where he studied Mechanical Engineering. He graduated in December, 1942

and began his first job in January, 1943, as a Junior Scientific Officer at the Royal

Aircraft Establishment ( 英国皇家飞机公司) . There he did research on aircraft engines

to find ways to improve their performance ( 性能) .

In 1946, he joined the staff of a research centre of the Shell International Petroleum

Company ( 壳牌国际石油公司) , where he worked on a variety of projects concerned with

the performance of fuels. In the years that followed, he made a number of trips to

Holland, France, Germany, Japan, the United States, Brazil and New Zealand, to visit

Shell or Continental activities in those countries.

As part of his duties, Robert first came to China in 1993, and we began to know each

other on his second business trip to Xi’an in October, 1994 . Since then we have been

working, as friends and partners, in promoting some coal-gas power generating ( 发电)

projects he and his company have worked on. He has, however, been able to watch

Xi’an, and China, grow and has felt for much of the time that he is part of a great

adventure. Currently he is a Senior Vice President of EPIC and Chief Representative of

the EPIC Agency in Xi’an. In 1996, he met a Chinese engineer who became his wife in

1997. His new wife brought into his life her beautiful daughter who he adopted in 2001 .

He became associated with the GL Information Technology College of NPU in 1999 as

a guest speaker and began to teach senior students the correct way to speak and write

English. He is now a guest professor of GL-Information Technology College of NPU and an

advisor in teaching English for the College’s International Exchange Programme.
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前　言

《英语阅读教程》( 1—4) 的主要作者罗伯特·杰克逊先生出生在英国,作为英荷

壳牌公司高级技术专家在美国工作和生活了 20 多年, 又在中国生活和工作了十几

年,周游了 24个国家, 阅历丰富。本书内容涉及作者的童年、家庭亲情、同事和朋友

之间的友情、参观访问游记等。作为一名高级科技人员, 他对环境污染、野生动物保

护、煤的气化、液体火箭推进剂的研究和发展都发表了自己的看法, 并进行了论述。

他现在的妻子是中国人,他对中国光明的前途充满了信心, 对中国在发展中存在的丑

恶现象深恶痛绝。他写进这本书的内容实际上是东西方文化碰撞的结果, 是作者丰

富的人生阅历和渊博的知识的反映, 也是他人生价值观的反映, 读起来不光有趣味

性、知识性, 而且可以欣赏到各种异国风光。

本教程的其他主要编者均是从事外语教学和研究 30 年以上的教授、副教授或译

审,都有丰富的教学或翻译经验;他们的学识和经验成为提高本教程质量和实用性的

重要保证。

从英语教学的角度看, 每篇文章都是独立的故事。作者文笔流畅, 语调诙谐幽

默。本书词汇丰富而常用,知识面非常广, 涉及现实生活的方方面面, 可以说上至天

文,下至地理, 无所不包。有时候非常复杂的事理, 作者能用简单的英语句子和词语

表达清楚。

我们把《英语阅读教程》作为泛读教材在两届学生中使用之后, 根据教师和广大

学生的要求,简写了原来较复杂的一些科技文章, 把原来的 2 本书变成 4 本,主要是

依据语言学家 Crision 的“ i + 1”原则, 使输入由易到难。此外, 在保持原风格、原主

要内容的基础上,又增加了许多实用文体的文章, 例如个人简历、日记、求职信、商务

推销广告、表格、文章摘要、读书报告、事故报道、各种便函等, 其目的不光是让学生熟

悉这些应用文体的写作方式,更是要达到学以致用的目的。我们编写这套阅读教材,

除了因为其内容新颖、语言地道、文笔流畅外, 主要想让学生通过一个外国人对许多

异国风土人情的描写、自身丰富经历的叙述, 来扩大知识面、词汇量, 包括科技词汇,

从而能达到跨文化交际的目的。

根据编者多年的教学经验, 外语学习和本族语学习一样, 谁也不能违背听、说、

读、写这样一个自然学习顺序;听说永远是第一位的,其实践量远远大于读写。但是,

外语学习者由于不能在一个真实的环境中依靠听真实的语言材料来获取大量的信

息,只有通过阅读来弥补信息缺损量, 特别是词汇量。在一定的学习阶段, 英语词汇
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量成为英语专业学生和其他专业学生的主要障碍。把被动词汇转化为主动词汇,听、

说、读、写、译的大量实践是惟一的途径。我们在编写教材时, 考虑到以上外语学习的

特点,安排了阅读理解问题、讨论和写作练习、翻译练习, 便于教师在实际操作中把

听、说、读、写、译有机地结合起来,从整体上提高学生的语言实用能力。

读什么一直是大家争论的主要问题,有人主张读文学名著, 有人主张读报纸、杂

志,有人主张读诗歌。但是, 不管读什么,我们作为语言教师, 一直为之奋斗的是如何

培养学生有效的语言输入能力(即听、读能力) 和输出能力( 即说、写能力) ,从而最终

能有效地使用所学语言。在我们强调语言输出能力时,决不意味着忽视输入能力, 而

语言输入的信息量永远大于输出量,也就是说, 学习者在听和读时获得的信息量中,

只有很少部分被消化理解,变成能运用的东西;要确保输出能力, 首先要确保大量的

语言输入量。语言作为一种文化载体和交际工具, 自然要通过学习和实践运用才能

掌握。但是在学习过程中,最重要的是所输入的语言信息必须贴近现实生活, 必须实

用,这样学习者才感兴趣, 才易于掌握。而我们所编写的这套阅读教材就满足了这一

要求。

有些人错误地认为掌握了语法规则、语音知识、一定的词汇量, 就能和外国人交

流了;其实, 情况并非如此。当前社会上千千万万的人自称精通英语, 而真正能熟练

用口语和笔语与外国人进行有效交流的人并不多。原因之一是许多人对每个词汇所

涵盖的文化信息没有弄清,对不同的情景下如何说话得体所涉及的文化背景没有弄

懂。原因之二,在较高层次的外语学习上, 许多人不能把本族语学习中获得的大量技

能迁移到外语学习中,因而在外语口语和笔语表达的准确性和逻辑连贯性方面, 总是

底气不足。大量阅读外文,也能有效地提高本族语的水平, 而本族语的提高又能促进

外语的提高。原因之三,外语学习到了一定的阶段, 知识面的宽窄直接影响到外语水

平的进一步提高。外语学习者不可能成为许多领域的专家, 但完全可以成为科普知

识丰富的“杂家”。《英语阅读教程》无论是从文化背景知识方面、词汇覆盖面方面、

科普知识方面,还是从听、说、读、写、译的结合方面, 都是一套难得的英语中高级读

物。我们希望学习者在阅读后能长见识,增词汇, 能实实在在地提高英语语言应用能

力。

另外,考虑到个性化教育和高职学生的个体差异大这一特点, 我们希望部分学生

通过使用简写本能达到教学最低要求。

编者

2004年 7 月
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Childhood a nd China

�9简评�9：

作者通过回忆自己的童年及求学时代，描述了英国乡村景象及各级

校教育情况。文章文字流畅，属典型的记叙性文章。

V e rsion 1
  Some t i me a go , I f ound a Chi nes e c a bl e c ha nne l s how a Br i t i s h

r ogr amme wi t h a Chi ne se di al ogue , a nd I per s uade d my wi f e t o wa t c h t o se e

s ome t hi ng of t he Engl i s h c ount r ys i de . Nor mal l y, t he s t or y i s a bout a

ur a l a r e a but t hi s t i me i t wande r ed i nt o a n ur ba n a r ea . Suddenl y, a r ow of

hous e s t ypi c a l of t hose pr ovi de d, t hr oughout t he I ndus t r i al Nor t h i n

i c t or i a n t i me s , a ppe a r e d. Thos e hous e s ha d t o be a va i l abl e qui c kl y and

he y ha d l i t t l e of mode r n a meni t i es . As my wi f e s aw t hi s s he s a i d ,“Now I

now why you c a n l i ve i n Chi na , t hi s i s not s o di f f e r e nt a s Chi na i s now.”

I was bor n i n a s ma l l r ur a l vi l l a ge a nd I suppose I wa s l uc ky compa r e d

t o ot he r c hi l dr e n. Acr os s t he s t r e e t f r om my home wa s a s i mi l a r r ow of

ous e s . I t s t a r t ed wi t h a gr e engr oce r’s s hop a nd f i ni s he d wi t h a ba nk and

a ha ber da she r’s and i n a ne i ghbour i ng s ma l l s qua r e wa s one of t he

i l l a ge’s se ve n pubs .

I s t a r t e d s chool on my t hi r d bi r t hda y be c a use my be s t f r i e nd f r om

cr os s t he s t r e et , who wa s ol der t ha n I , had a l r e ady s t a r t e d a nd I c oul d

ot wa i t t o j oi n hi m.

The s c hool wa s a s soc i a t e d wi t h t he l oc a l chur c h a nd wa s a ppr oa c he d

hr ough a nar r ow a nd c obbl ed s t r ee t , l i ne d on bot h s i de s by a c ont i nuous

ow of s mal l l ow hous es . I t wa s di vi de d i nt o t wo pa r t s , one r oom f or
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nf a nt s and a l a r ger r oom wher e I wa s t a ught t o r e a d a nd wr i t e . I c a nnot

eme mbe r muc h a bout my e ar l y s chool i ng al t hough I do r e me mbe r t he me t hod

f l e ar ni ng t o r e a d a nd t o l ea r n ar i t hme t i c . I t wa s al l done by c ont i nuous

r epe t i t i on.

Whe n I wa s t en I t ook“ The Sc hol a r s hi p Exa m” i n whi c h I di d wel l

nough t o be gi n my f ur t he r educ a t i on at Or ms ki r k Gr amma r Sc hool . Or ms ki r k

Gr a mmar Sc hool wa s f ounde d i n t he 16 t h ce nt ur y a nd t he ol de s t pa r t of t he

chool , bui l t of s t one , was s t i l l i n us e whe n I ar r i ved t her e , al t hough

ar t of i t ha d be come t he hea dmas t e r’s hous e .

The s c hool he a dma s t e r wa s a n Angl i c a n pr i es t . I ha d not be en a t s c hool

a whol e t e r m, whe n i t wa s a nnounc e d t ha t he woul d r et i r e at t he e nd of t he

t er m a nd t ha t Mr . Pi e r c e , t he s e ni or La t i n t e ac he r , woul d ac t as t empor ar y

hea d unt i l a new pe r s on wa s a ppoi nt e d.

The f ol l owi ng Sept e mbe r we ha d a new he a dma s t er . Hi s na me wa s Mi s t e r

i c ki ns on a nd he wa s not a pr i e s t . He ha d, i n f a c t , c ome t o t he s c hool f r om

t he pos i t i on of He a d of t he Chemi s t r y De pa r t ment of Li ve r pool Col l e ge , a

ubl i c s chool wi t h a s pl endi d r e put a t i on f or s c hol a s t i c a c hi eve ment . He

nt r oduc e d many c ha nge s s e t t i ng f or hi mse l f t he t as k of maki ng sur e t ha t

i s Gr a mma r Sc hool woul d s oon ga i n a na me f or s c hol a s t i c a c hi eve ment s .

The r e we r e a bout 350 pupi l s when I j oi ne d t he s c hool a nd i t wa s not

amous f or i t s s c hol a s t i c a c hi e ve me nt s . I n f ac t , i t wa s , I be l i eve , s ome

ea r s s i nc e a nyone ha d gone on f r om s c hool t o uni ve r s i t y. Whe n I l e f t t he

chool , some s i x ye a r s l a t er , t he sc hool ha d mor e t ha n s eve n hundr e d and

i f t y pupi l s a nd I wa s one of s e ven pupi l s who had won a St at e Sc hol a r s hi p ,

t he f i r s t t o honour t he sc hool i n t hi s wa y f or mor e t ha n a dec a de .

I t i s ma ny ye a r s s i nc e I l a s t vi s i t e d t he s c hool a nd I of t e n wonder i f

t he t r a di t i on, s et by Mr . Di c ki ns on, i s s t i l l c a r r yi ng on or whet he r i t

as be c ome t he vi c t i m of t he mode r n educ at i on t hi nki ng i n ma ny c ount r i e s

f t he We s t er n wor l d t ha t be l i e ve s t ha t a l l c hi l dr e n shoul d have t he s a me

e duc a t i on i n s pi t e of s ome bei ng br i ght e r t ha n ot he r s .

No w a n sw e r t h e c o m p r e h e n s io n q u e s t io n s p r in t e d a ft e r Ve r s io n

2 .
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F o r t h o s e w h o w a n t t o k n o w t h e w h o le s t o r y , a n d t h o s e w h o

r e a d v a n ce d En g lish le a r n e r s , t h e c o m p le t e v e r s io n c a n b e

e a d b e lo w .

V e rsion 2

  One of t he pr ogr a mme s I us e d t o wa t c h on Chi ne s e t e l e vi s i on c ome s out

f Hong Kong but i s a Br i t i s h pr ogr amme c a l l e d He a r t be a t . I l i ke i t

ec a use i t wa s s hot i n Yor ks hi r e i n a bea ut i f ul pa r t of Engl and whe r e t he

oa ds t wi s t a nd t ur n as t he y pa ss f r om one pl a c e of be a ut y t o a not he r .

Some t i me a go, whi l e r oa mi ng t he c hanne l s , I f ound t ha t one of t he

hi ne se c abl e c ha nnel s ha d be gun t o s how t he pr ogr a mme dubbe d i n Chi ne se .

As a r es ul t a f e w ni ght s l a t er I pe r sua ded my wi f e t o wat c h a nd s e e not

nl y t he pr ogr a mme but a l s o some t hi ng of t he Engl i s h count r ys i de .

Pr i ma r i l y t he a ct i on t a ke s pl a ce i n t he r ur al ar e a s of t he c ount y but

t s ome t i me s wa nde r s i nt o a mor e ur ba n a r e a a nd i t di d s o on t hi s occ a s i on .

Sudde nl y on t he s c r ee n appe a r e d a r ow of hous es t ypi c a l of t hose pr ovi ded ,

t hr oughout t he I ndus t r i a l Nor t h i n Vi c t or i a n t i mes , t o hous e t he wor ker s

ee de d t o man t he ne w f a ct or i e s , whi ch we r e be i ng bui l t .

Thos e hous e s ha d t o be a va i l abl e qui c kl y and t he y ha d l i t t l e of moder n

a me ni t i e s . Gene r a l l y t he y woul d be i n r ows of t went y or so , of t e n wi t h no

r e a k be t we e n i ndi vi dua l hous e s , a nd s ome t i me s no ba c k a s t he y wer e bui l t

“ba c k t o ba ck”t o e conomi s e on cos t a nd l a nd us a ge . Those who wer e l ucky

oul d ha ve a s mal l pa s s age bet we en a dj a c e nt hous e s t ha t ga ve a cc e s s t o t he

bac k and, be ca us e a r oom c oul d be bui l t ove r t he pa s sa ge , woul d ha ve a

hi r d s mal l be dr oom, e i t he r t o t he f r ont or t he bac k.

As she sa w t hi s s ce ne my wi f e t ur ned t o me a nd s ai d,“Now I know why

ou c a n l i ve i n Chi na , you wer e br ought up i n a c ount r y whi ch i s not s o

i f f e r e nt t o Chi na now”a nd I s uppos e t o a l a r ge e xt e nt t ha t i s ne a r t o t he

t r ut h.

I was bor n i n a s mal l r ur a l vi l l a ge whos e ma i n i ndus t r y wa s f a r mi ng
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ut di d boa s t br i c k maki ng a nd a c ot t on mi l l , wher e my mot he r wor ke d as a

ea ve r . I t wa s al s o c e nt r a l l y pl ac e d t o t hr e e ma r ke t t owns , none mor e t ha n

e i ght mi l e s a wa y. Ther e , on s ome da ys of t he we ek , but ne ve r on Sunday ,

t a l l s wer e s e t up a l ong t he s t r e e t s or i n per ma ne nt cove r e d a r ea s . The

ar ke t s sol d a bout a nyt hi ng a nd e ve r yt hi ng a nd a s i n Chi na on ma r ke t da ys

wer e t hr onge d wi t h pe opl e .

To s l a ke t he t hi r s t of t he s hopper s , a nd I s uppose t he s e l l er s , t he

ubs i n t he ne i ghbour hood we r e a l l owed t o s t a y open dur i ng ma r ket hour s

or , i n t hos e days , t he ope ni ng t i me s of t he pubs we r e s t r i c t l y

ont r ol l e d.

I s uppos e I was l ucky c ompa r ed t o some of t he ot he r chi l dr e n i n t he

i l l a ge . Ac r os s t he s t r e e t f r om my pa r e nt s’home was one of t hos e r ows of

ous e s . I t s t a r t ed wi t h a gr e engr oce r’s s hop a nd f i ni s he d wi t h a ba nk and

a ha be r da s her ’s a nd i n a ne i ghbour i ng s ma l l s qua r e wa s one of t he

i l l a ge’s s e ven pubs . As f a r as I know s i x of t he m a r e s t i l l t her e , t he

eve nt h suc c umbe d dur i ng my e a r l y ye a r s , not t o l a c k of cus t om but t o t he

ac t t ha t i t wa s bui l t on s uppor t s over t he r i ver a nd wa s de c l a r e d uns a f e .

I s t a r t e d s chool on my t hi r d bi r t hda y. The r e gul a t i ons al l owe d t hi s

ut wer e mor e di r e c t ed t o sa yi ng e ve r y c hi l d mus t ha ve begun s c hool by

he i r f i f t h bi r t hda y. I s t a r t e d s o ea r l y be c a us e my be s t f r i end f r om

cr os s t he s t r e et , who wa s ol der t ha n I , had a l r e ady s t a r t e d a nd I c oul d

ot wa i t t o j oi n hi m.

The s c hool wa s a s soc i a t e d wi t h t he l oc a l chur c h a nd wa s a ppr oa c he d

hr ough Chur c h St r e et , one of t he ol de s t i n t he vi l l a ge , a nd not i c e abl e by

havi ng t he di sus e d vi l l a ge pump a nd t he Vi l l a ge Cr os s a t i t ’s e nt r a nce .

he s t r ee t wa s na r r ow and cobbl e d and, a s wa s c ommon at t he t i me , wa s l i ne d

on bot h s i des by a cont i nuous r ow of sma l l l ow hous e s .

The s c hool was di vi de d i nt o t wo pa r t s , t he s ma l l e r f or i nf a nt s wi t h

ne l a r ge c l a s s r oom whe r e one pl a ye d a s muc h a s l e a r ne d, a nd a r oom wher e

i s s Br e t he r t on t a ught me t o r e a d a nd wr i t e . To l ea r n t o wr i t e , one had t o

c opy t he l e t t e r s c ar e f ul l y ont o gui de l i ne s . I t was suc h a n e xac t me t hod I

c annot unde r s t a nd why my wr i t i ng ha s be e n c ons i s t e nt l y ba d e ve r s i nc e .

I c annot r e me mbe r much about my e a r l y sc hool i ng a l t hough I do

eme mbe r t he me t hod of l e ar ni ng t o r e a d a nd t o l ea r n ar i t hme t i c . I t wa s
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l l done by c ont i nuous r e pet i t i on. So c -a -t s pe l l e d c a t , d-o-g s pe l l ed dog ,

t wo pl us t wo e qua l l e d f our , s i x t i me s s eve n e qua l l e d f or t y t wo, a nd s o on

nt i l one wa s i n poss e s s i on of a good voc abul ar y and kne w t he 12 t i me s

abl e s bac kwar ds a nd f or wa r ds .

Whe n I was ni ne my s c hool t e ac he r a nd my pa r ent s t ol d me t ha t I wa s

l e ve r e nough t o t ake“The Sc hol a r shi p Exa m”. As a r e s ul t , t he f ol l owi ng

ar c h I wa s t a ke n t o t he l oc a l ma r ke t t own of Or ms ki r k t o t ake t he t es t . I f

I di d we l l e nough, t he n l at e r i n t he ye a r I woul d be a bl e t o go t o t he

r a mmar Sc hool . I di d t a ke t ha t t e s t a nd t a ki ng t he t e s t wa s an a dve nt ur e

n i t s e l f . A t e n-ye a r -ol d i n t hos e da ys di d not t r ave l out of hi s vi l l age

er y muc h a nd t a ki ng t he t e s t i nvol ve d a j our ney on t he t r a i n, s i t t i ng f or

a whol e da y i n a s t r a nge c l as s r oom and put t i ng my be s t e f f or t s i nt o t hr e e

xa mi na t i ons .

One e xa m i nvol ved a n Engl i s h pa pe r i n whi c h I wr ot e an e s sa y

es c r i bi ng my f avour i t e hous e ( my gr e at a unt’s ) , a n ar i t hme t i c pa per t ha t

was ve r y e a sy as a r es ul t of Mi ss Br et he r t on’s e xc e l l e nt t e a c hi ng a nd a n

nt e l l i ge nce t e s t . I n t hose da ys t hi s wa s l ooke d upon a s t he s t a nda r d t o

ec i de who wa s c l e ver and who wa s not . I di d we l l a t t he t i me a nd I have

ubs e que nt l y di sc ove r e d t ha t whe t he r one doe s we l l or not i s mor e a ma t t e r

of ha vi ng a knac k t o do t he t e s t t ha n be i ng e s pec i a l l y i nt e l l i ge nt .

Or ms ki r k Gr a mma r Sc hool wa s f ounde d i n t he 16 t h c e nt ur y a nd t he

l de s t par t of t he sc hool , bui l t of s t one , wa s s t i l l i n use whe n I a r r i ve d

t he r e , a l t hough pa r t of i t had be c ome t he he a dma s t e r’s hous e .

The sc hool ha d t wo c ha r ac t e r i s t i cs . One , t he he a dma s t er wa s a n

ngl i ca n pr i es t a nd t wo, hal f t he pupi l s we r e f ee pa yi ng. They we r e a bl e

o at t e nd t he sc hool be c a use t he y ha d wea l t hy pa r e nt s a nd ha d t he a bi l i t y

t o r e a ch a mi ni mum s t a nda r d i n a r a t he r s i mpl e t es t . The y gene r a l l y

nt e r ed t he s c hool a t s e ven or ei ght yea r s of a ge a nd we r e t a ught i n t wo

l a s s r ooms i n t he or i gi na l pa r t of t he sc hool .

Bec a use of an ac c i de nt of bi r t h I wa s a bl e t o t ake t hi s e xa m and e nt e r

t he s c hool a ye a r e a r l i e r t ha n my f e l l ow f r e shme n be c aus e a nyone wi t h a

i r t hda y i n t he l a s t t hr e e mont hs of t he yea r coul d s i t t he e xa ma t t e n and

a ga i n a t e l eve n. My bi r t hda y i s t he f i r s t of Oc t obe r a nd I ga i ned my pl ac e

a t my f i r s t a t t e mpt , so nobody coul d be younge r t ha n I wa s .
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For a t en -ye a r -ol d t hi s ne w l i f e wa s r a t he r over powe r i ng. I had wa l ke d

t he t wo mi nut e s t o s c hool s i nc e t he da y I s t a r t e d but now I had a t e n-

i nut e wa l k t o t he r a i l way s t a t i on, a t we nt y -mi nut e t r ai n j our ney a nd a

i f t e en -mi nut e wa l k t o s c hool af t e r I ar r i ve d i n Or ms ki r k. Eve n whe n I

r r i ved a t s chool I f e l t out of pl a c e . I wa s s ma l l f or my age a nd t he

ounges t me mbe r of t he c l as s a nd i t wa s qui t e a f e w ye a r s be f or e I

onc l ude d t hat t he r e s t of t he cl a s s we r e not gi a nt s .

I ha d not be e n at s c hool a whol e t e r m whe n a dr a ma t i c c hange t ook

l a c e . The he a dma s t er , t he Re ver e nd Ba t es , announc e d he woul d r e t i r e a t

he e nd of t he t e r m a nd t ha t Mr . Pi e r ce , t he s e ni or La t i n t e a c he r , woul d

ct a s t empor ar y hea d unt i l a ne w pe r son was a ppoi nt e d. Whe n i t c a me , t ha t

a ppoi nt me nt cha nged t he s c hool f or e ve r .

The r e we r e a bout 350 pupi l s when I j oi ne d t he s c hool a nd i t wa s not

amous f or i t s s c hol a s t i c a c hi e ve me nt s . I n f ac t , i t wa s , I be l i eve , s ome

ea r s s i nc e a nyone ha d gone on f r om s c hool t o uni ve r s i t y. Or mski r k was i n

t he c ount r y, wa s a ma r ke t t own and, apa r t f r om i t s mar ke t i t wa s ma i nl y

amous f or ma ki ng t he bes t gi nge r br e a d pa s t r i es a nd ha vi ng a c hur c h wi t h a

t owe r a nd a s t ee pl e . So uni ve r s i t y s c hol a r s hi ps we r e f a r f r om t he

s chool boa r d’s mi nds .

The f ol l owi ng Sept e mbe r we ha d a new he a dma s t er . Hi s na me wa s Mi s t e r

i c ki ns on a nd he wa s not a pr i e s t . He ha d, i n f a c t , c ome t o t he s c hool f r om

t he pos i t i on of He a d of t he Chemi s t r y De pa r t ment of Li ve r pool Col l e ge , a

ubl i c s chool wi t h a spl e ndi d r e put a t i on f or s c hol a s t i c a c hi eve ment s .

He i nt r oduce d ma ny c ha nge s s e t t i ng f or hi ms el f t he t as k of ma ki ng

ur e t ha t hi s Gr a mma r Sc hool woul d s oon ga i n a na me f or s c hol a s t i c

chi e ve me nt s . Whe n I l e f t t he s c hool , s ome s i x ye ar s l at e r , t he s c hool ha d

mor e t ha n se ve n hundr e d a nd f i f t y pupi l s a nd I ha d won a St at e

chol ar s hi p. I wa s one of s e ve n pupi l s t o do s o, t he f i r s t t o honour t he

chool i n t hi s wa y f or mor e t ha n a de ca de . The f ol l owi ng ye a r s sa w mor e

mpr e ss i ve ga i ns i ncl udi ng , t hr e e ye a r s l a t er , t he f i r s t pupi l i n t he

chool’s hi s t or y t o gai n a n ope n s chol ar s hi p t o Ca mbr i dge Uni ve r s i t y.

I t i s ma ny ye a r s s i nc e I l a s t vi s i t e d t he s c hool a nd I of t e n wonder i f

t he t r a di t i on, s et by Mr . Di c ki ns on, i s s t i l l c a r r yi ng on or whet he r i t

as be c ome t he vi c t i m of t he mode r n educ at i on t hi nki ng i n ma ny c ount r i e s

6

此为试读,需要完整PDF请访问: www.ertongbook.com



f t he We st e r n wor l d . Thi s new phi l os ophy bel i e ves t ha t a l l chi l dr e n

es e r ve t he s a me e duc a t i on i n s pi t e of some be i ng br i ght e r t han ot he r s .
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Wor ds and Expr essions

r oa m v. wa nder ai ml es s l y 换频道;闲逛

dub v. a dde d s ound t r ac k t o a movi e i n

di f f e r e nt l a ngua ge
译制配音

a me ni t y n. he l pf ul a nd pl ea s a nt t hi ngs 使人愉快的事物、环境

a dj a c ent a . ve r y dose 邻近的

a cc e s s n. wa y 通道

t o a l arge ext ent 在很大程度上

s t a l l n. a boot h, c ubi c l e , or s t a nd us e d

by a ve ndor , a s a t a ma r ket

集市上小贩的货摊、

摊位或棚店

t hr ong v. go( a s i f ) i n a c r owd 挤, 群集

s l a ke v. s a t i s f y t hi r s t 解( 渴)

gr e e ngr oc e r n. s e l l er of ve ge t a bl es 蔬菜水果商

haber das her n. de a l er i n s ma l l a r t i c l e s a nd

e wi ng ma t e r i a l s
服饰、针线杂货商

s uc c umb v. c e a s e t o exi s t 不复存在

c obbl ed a . s ur f ac e d wi t h r ounde d s t one s

r l a r ge pe bbl es
铺鹅卵石的

c ons i s t e nt l y a d. a l wa ys about t he sa me 一贯地, 经常地

a r i t hme t i c n. t he sc i e nc e of number s ; t he

ddi ng , s ubt r a c t i ng,

ul t i pl yi ng e t c . , numbe r s

算术

kna c k n. a bi l i t y t o do s t h. e as i l y 诀窍

Angl i ca n n & a . of t he Chur c h of Engl a nd 英国国教的( 教徒 ) ;

圣公会的( 教徒)

pr oc e ed v. move f or wa r d 进行

gi nge r br e a d n. c ooki e ma de wi t h gi nger 姜饼

s t e e pl e n. t owe r on a c hur c h (教堂) 尖阁或尖塔
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vi c t i m n. one s uf f e r i ng an i nj ur y 受伤者, 受害者, 牺

品

phi l osophy n. a ny of va r i ous s ys t e ms of

hought ha vi ng t hi s a s i t s ba s e
哲学, 哲学思想体系

des e r ve v. be owe d by mer i t 应该得到

Not es

1. Vi c t or i a n t i mes :维多利亚时代 ( 1819—1901 ) , 此时代建筑以巨大构造与精美

饰为特点。

2. Gr a mmar Sc hool :英国 16 世纪以拉丁语等为主课的文法学校, 后随着社会发展成

注重学生能力的中等学校, 开设一种为大学入学和从事各种职业做准备的学术

程。学生通常 12 岁入学。第一次世界大战后, 成立许多综合学校, 将文法学

、现代学校和技术学校的建校原则综合在一起。尽管许多有名望的文法学校被

留下来,但是 20 世纪 60 年代末, 全国性的 11 岁儿童入学考试制度已被废除。

3. School Boa r d:英( 旧时的)地方教育委员会。

4. I l i ke i t bec a us e i t wa s s hot i n Yor kshi r e i n a be a ut i f ul pa r t of

ngl a nd wher e t he r oads t wi s t and t ur n a s t he y pa s s f r om one pl ac e of

ea ut y t o a not her .

 我喜欢这个电视节目,因为那是在英格兰一个美丽的地区约克郡拍摄的。在那儿,

曲径通幽, 景色美不胜收。( 在本句中, pl a c e of be a ut y 是 bea ut y-s pot 的意

)

5. Pr i ma r i l y t he a c t i on t ake s pl a c e i n t he r ur al a r ea s of t he c ount y but i t

s ome t i me s wa nde r s i nt o a mor e ur ba n a r e a a nd i t di d s o on t hi s occ a s i on .

 通常情况下,开始先拍摄该郡农村地区的景致, 然而有时候也有一些更城市化的镜

头。这一次,拍摄的景致正是按这个次序展开的。

6. Sudde nl y on t he s c r e e n a ppea r e d a r ow of hous es t ypi c a l of t hos e

r ovi de d, t hr oughout t he i ndus t r i a l nor t h i n Vi c t or i a n t i mes , t o

ous e t he wor ker s ne e de d t o ma n t he ne w f a c t or i es whi c h we r e be i ng

ui l t .

 突然,屏幕上出现了一排房子, 那是维多利亚时代遍及北方工业区的典型式样, 为
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在建设中的新工厂所需要的工人提供住所。( 本句为倒装句)

7. Gene r al l y t he y woul d be i n r ows of t we nt y or s o, of t en wi t h no br ea k

et we en i ndi vi dua l house s , and some t i me s no bac k a s t hey we r e bui l t

ba c k t o ba ck” t o e c onomi z e on c os t a nd l a nd usa ge .

 一般情况下,这种房子都是一排一排的, 约有 20 多排, 房子之间不留空地。为了

约费用和土地,建造时有时不建后背墙, 而是采取“背靠背”的方法, 共用一面

背墙。

Ex er cises

Ⅰ. Q ue st io ns fo r C om p re he nsio n

1 . Wha t i s t he ar t i cl e ma i nl y a bout ?

A. Li f e i n Engl a nd .

B. The a ut hor’s e duca t i on .

C. Ta ki ng e xa mi na t i ons .

D. Or mski r k Gr a mma r School .

2 . Di d t he a ut hor e nj oy l i f e i n hi s c ount r y?

A. Ye s , whe n he wa t che d t e l e vi s i on.

B. Onl y whe n he we nt t o s chool wi t h hi s f r i e nd.

C. Ye s , bec a use i t wa s s o l i ke Chi na .

D. The s t or y doe s not t e l l us but i mpl i e s he di d.

3 . Wha t wa s t he me t hod of l e a r ni ng a s r e me mber e d by t he a ut hor ?

A. By l i s t e ni ng t o Mi s s Br et he r t on t a l k.

B. By wr i t i ng i n a s pe ci a l book .

C. By c ont i nuous r e pe t i t i on .

D. By us i ng an exa c t met hod.

4 . Ca n you gi ve a summar y of wha t you know a bout Or ms ki r k Gr amma r Sc hool ?

A. I t wa s ol d but i mpr ovi ng.

B. The he adma st e r wa s t he La t i n t e ac he r a nd i t ma de gi nge r br e a d.

C. I t wa s not s ma l l but bec a me s o.

D. The ne w hea dmas t e r ma de i t be t t er .
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5 . Wha t wa s t he di f f e r enc e be t we e n whe n t he aut hor s t a r t ed a nd whe n he

e f t ? What di d t he s c hool ga i n af t e r t he aut hor l ef t ?

A. Mor e bui l di ngs and a ne w He a dma s t er .

B. I t wa s r e or ga ni se d but ga i ne d s t a t e sc hol a r s hi ps .

C. I t ha d mor e pupi l s a nd a s c hol a r s hi p t o Cambr i dge .

D. Mr . Di c ki ns on ha d r e pl a c e d Re ver e nd Ba t e s a nd mar r i e d t he PE

e a c he r .

6 . Wha t di d t he c ha nge s i n Or ms ki r k Gr a mmar Sc hool i mpl y?

A. I t i s na t ur a l t o ma ke pr ogr e s s wi t h t i me .

B. Educa t i on a dmi ni s t r a t i on i s i mpor t a nt e ve n f or a t own l i ke

r mski r k.

C. A pr i e s t ca nnot be a good he a dma s t er .

D. I f one wa nt s t o ha ve s ome s c hol a s t i c a c hi eve ment i n one’s s c hool one

mus t a ppoi nt a de a n f r om a c ol l ege de pa r t ment a s t he s c hool’s

e a dma s t er .

Ⅱ. Tra nsla t io n from Eng lish int o C hine se

1 . I l i ke i t bec a use i t wa s s hot i n Yor ks hi r e i n a bea ut i f ul pa r t of

ngl and whe r e t he r oa ds t wi s t a nd t ur n a s t he y pas s f r om one pl a c e of

e a ut y t o anot he r .

2 . Pr i mar i l y t he a ct i on t a kes pl a c e i n t he r ur al ar e a s of t he c ount y but i t

some t i me s wa nde r s i nt o a mor e ur ba n a r e a a nd i t di d s o on t hi s

c c a s i on.

3 . I s t a r t e d sc hool on my t hi r d bi r t hda y be c a us e my be s t f r i end f r om

c r oss t he s t r ee t , who wa s ol de r t han I , ha d a l r e a dy s t a r t ed a nd I

oul d not wa i t t o j oi n hi m.

4 . He i nt r oduce d ma ny c ha nge s se t t i ng f or hi mse l f t he t as k of ma ki ng s ur e

ha t hi s Gr a mma r Sc hool woul d soon gai n a na me f or s c hol a s t i c

c hi eve me nt s .

5 . I of t e n wonde r i f t he t r a di t i on, s et by Mr . Di c kens on, i s s t i l l

a r r yi ng on or whe t he r i t ha s be c ome t he vi c t i m of t he moder n e duc a t i on

t hi nki ng i n ma ny count r i e s of t he We s t er n wor l d t ha t be l i e ve s t ha t al l

chi l dr e n shoul d have t he s a me e duca t i on i n s pi t e of some be i ng br i ght e r

t ha n ot he r s .
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Ⅲ. To p ic s fo r Disc ussion a nd W rit ing

I t i s i mpor t a nt t ha t s t ude nt s a r e not onl y abl e t o pi ck t he c or r ec t

ns we r out of f our c hoi c es , t hey a l so s houl d be a bl e t o a ns we r t he

ue s t i ons i n t he f or m of a s hor t pa r agr a ph t ha t s umma r i s e s t he a ns wer i n

bout 50 wor ds .

1 . Wha t i s t he ar t i cl e ma i nl y a bout ?

2 . Di d t he a ut hor e nj oy l i f e i n hi s c ount r y?

3 . Wha t was t he met hod of l ea r ni ng as r e me mbe r ed by t he a ut hor ?

4 . Ca n you gi ve a summar y of wha t you know a bout Or ms ki r k Gr amma r Sc hool ?

5 . Wha t wa s t he di f f e r enc e be t we e n whe n t he aut hor s t a r t ed a nd whe n he

e f t ? Wha t di d t he sc hool ga i n a f t er t he a ut hor l e f t ?

6 . Wha t di d t he c ha nge s i n Or ms ki r k Gr a mmar Sc hool i mpl y?

R ea d More

S e lf -in t r o du c t io n

A

I t’s r ea l l y gr e a t t o ha ve a c ha nc e t o i nt r oduc e myse l f f i r s t . My name

i s Wa nny. I ’m f r om Chi na . I ’m he r e i n Ame r i c a f or f ur t he r s t udy f or my

BA. I’mgoi ng t o be i n Amer i c a f or t wo ye ar s . But I don’t t hi nk I’m goi ng

t o s t a y he r e a ny l onge r , bec a use I a l r e ady mi s s Chi na ve r y muc h. I e nj oy

ei ng he r e , but I mi s s home a t t he s a me t i me .

B

Hel l o, gl ad t o mee t you a l l . My name i s Howa r d Hu. I ’m27 yea r s ol d and

I l i ve i n Gua ngzhou wi t h my wi f e Se l ma . I ’m wor ki ng a s pr ogr a mmer f or a

et wor k c ompa ny. My maj or a c t i vi t y, howe ve r , i s gol f . We a t he r pe r mi t t i ng ,

I pl a y e ve r y da y. My ga me ha s i mpr ove d ve r y muc h. I hope we woul d ha ve a

ha nc e t o pl a y a ga me t oge t her i n t he f ut ur e . Tha nk you!
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