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1. NO BILL

When an English traveller was to return home from Swe-
den,he found that he had only enough money left to get a ticket
back to England. He decided that as 1t was only a two days voy-
age he could get home without eating anything. So he bought a
ticket with the little; money he had left and went on board the
ship.

He closed his ears to the sound of the lunch bell,and when
dinner time came ,he refused to go down to the dining room,say-
ing that he did not feel well.

The following day ‘he did not get up until breakfast was
over, pretending that he had overslept. At lunch time, too, he
kept out of the way. By dinner time, however,he was extremely
hungry. “I can’t stand this any longer,” he said to himself. “I
must have something to eat. ” At the dinner table he ate every-
thing put in front of him. When he was quite satisfied, he felt
stronger and called the waiter.

“Bring me the bill,” he said to the. waiter.

“The bill?” said the waiter 1n surprise.

“Yes,” answered the traveller.

“There isn't any bill here,” said the waiter. “On this ship

meals are always included in the ticket. ”



Words and Expressions

Sweden /'swidon/ n. Fig

be to GFRDWHE
voyage /'voiid3/ =. AT

go on board EHLORE. RS
dining room 'R BT
pretend /pri'tend/ wv. B3

keép out of I
oversleep’ /louva'slip/ . RS 1]
extremely /iks'triimli/ adv. Al ARE
waiter “/'weita/ n. BITRF R
bill - /bil/ . 3
include /in'kluid/ w. g
Exercises

I . Answer the following questions:
1. What did the English traveller find before he was to return
home from Sweden?
.2. What did the English traveller decide to do then?
3. What did he do before he went on board the ship?
4. Why did he close his ears to the sound of the lunch bell?
5. Why was there no bill for meals on the ship?

I.Choose the best answer (A,B,C or D) in the following:
1. The English traveller pretended not to be hungry because

A. it was a short voyage
B. there was no food served on the ship

C. he had no money left for food



D. nobody was allowed to eat on the ship
2. The waiter told the traveller that thefe was no bill because

A.meals were on all ships
B. he only had one meal
C. meals could be paid for later
D. he had paid for the meals when he bought the ticket
3. The word “bill” in “Bring me the bill. ” means
A. written statement of money owed for goods or services
supplied
B. the part of a bird with which to feéd itself
C. a menu that everybody can refer to
D. a banknote that the mint (#fiJ”) has just produced
4. The traveller did not have lunch the first day because

A. he was not hungry
B. he had had too much for breakfast
C. he did not like the food on the ship
D. he did not have enough money
5. “I can’t stand this any longer. ” This statement means the
traveller
A. cannot stand up because of hunger
B. cannot stay there any longer
C. could not go on a voyage

D. could not wait to have something to eat

Translation
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Key
I.
1. He found that he had only enough mo'ne’;f/‘lef’t' to get a ticket
back to England.
2. He decided that he could get home without eating anything
as 1t was only a two days’ voyage.
3. He bought a ticket with the little money he had left.
4. He had no money to buy anything to eat. So he pretended
not to know anything about the meal.

5. Meals were always included in the ticket.’

.C 2.D _ 3A 4D 5D



2. THE FAT CAT

Just before giving a great party at his large garden,a fat cat
had his swimming pool filled with poisonous snakes. He called
the guests together and announced. “To anyone brave enough to
swim across this pool,I will give the choice of a thousand acres of
my oil fields. 10, 000 head of cattle or my daughter’s hand in
marriage.

No sooner were his words spoken than a young man jumped
in, swam across the pool and climbed out — not harmed but
breathless. “Congratulations!” the fat cat greeted him. “Do you
want my oil fields?”

“No!” said the guest.

“The 10,000 head of cattle?”

“No!” the young man shouted.

“Well ,how about my daughter?”

“Not”

“You must want something,” said the surprised owner.

“I just want to know the name of the fellow who pushed me

in!”

Words and Expressions

swimming pooi 2/ ¢ ]
poisonous /'poizenas/ adj. AN



guest /gest/ =. EA

announce /o'nauns/ : v. =2l

acre /'eika/ n. HEE

cattle /'kaetl/ =x. &4

marriage /'meerid3/ n. B, 2515

no sooner ... than eneess o

harm /hamm/ w. HE.HE

breathless /'breflis/ adj. ALK, LKA
T

congratulations /kengratju'leifenz/ n. W

greet /griit/ w. g, T IR

owner /'ouna/ n. EANHEE

Exercises ..

I . Answer the following questions.

1. What did the fat cat do before he gave a great party at his
large garden?

2. What did he announce to the guests?

3. What happened immediately after the :fat. cat finished
speaking?

4. What did the fat cat do to the young' man when the latter
climbed out?

5. What did the young man want from the fat cat{:

I, Choose the best answerh(A »B,C or D) in the following:
1. The young man jumped into the swimming pool
A. to show that he was brave
B. to get the'snakes out of it
C. to winth€ prize



D. with no intention to do so
2. What was the fat cat’s purpose to have his swimming pool
filled with poisonous smokes?
A. To show that he was wealthy.
B. To find out which of the guests would be the bravest.
C. To make the party attractive.
D. To frighten the guests.
3. How would the young man feel when he climbed out of the
pool?
A. he was happy to win the prize.
B. He was {rightened to death.
C. He was angry for being pushed into the pool.
D. He wanted to thank the person who pushed him into the
pool.
4. What is a tat cat 1n English?
A. A foolish but wealthy one.
B. A bad egg.
C. A crazy one.
D. A rich and important one.
5. When he climbed out of the pool,the young man was not
harmed by
A. the pnol
B. the water
C. any of the snakes,
D. anything hard on the bottom of the pool

Translation
— (I EEEH W RERREZ T, 1h A O 8 Bk b B
7



WTEE. RIEXABRE-RENH. HWEFBAMEXN
W A2 R LA Pk — R E S . —TREMEE Tk

%+,

REMBRHLILEE.”
SR SE , — LB AREBE T 3 3, X e Bk, R

R kR, B HE 2, REA R SE BRR XA EE
RYER

“URERMMEG?”
“REVERMENEE.

“—JrkE2”

“REIFER NMBGE.

“M4, Ry JLamfr?”

“RELY
“R—ERBEAFREBIRITNEAR.
“RABMELERET MBI RKNEF”

Key

I.

I.

1. He had his swimming pool filled with poisonous snakes.

2. He announced to the guests that he would give the choice
of a thousand acres of his oil fields,10,000 head of cattle,
or his daughter’s hand in marriage ,to anyone brave enough
to swim across the pool.

3. A young man jumped 1n,swam across the pool and climbed
out.

4. He greeted him, saying “Congratulations!”

5. He wanted nothing but the name of the felow who had
pushed him into the pool.

1.D 2.B 3.C 4.D 5.C



3. A HUNDRED DOLLARS

Ohe day.l went to stay at a Detroit hotel, I didn’t want to
carry too much money with me,so I asked the desk clerk to put a
hundred-dollar bii} in the safe for me.

The next morning,however,the clerk said he knew nothing
about my money. Since I couldn’t prove that I had given the man
the money, there was nothing I could do but go to the nearest
lawyer.

The lawyer asked me to return to the hotel with him and
give another hundred-dollar bill to the clerk. These I did. An
hour later,I went back to the desk and asked for my money.
Since I had the lawyer as an eye-witness to the second hundred-
dollar bill,the clerk could not say he knew nothing about it.

Another hour later,I put the second part of the lawyer s
plan 1nto action. This time both the lawyer and I went to the ho-
tel. I asked for the hundred-dollar bill once again,and when the
clerk insisted he had already given 1t to me,] denied it.

The lawyer said to him;“I saw this gentleman give you a
hundred dollars.  you don’t hand it over immediately, I'll be
forced to call the police. ” The clerk realized he had been tricked,
so he gave me back the first hundred-dollar bill.

“I don’t know how to thank you enough for getting my mon-

9



ey back,” 1 said to the lawyer.

The lawyer xeplied, “Oh sdon’t thank mejthat will be a hun-

dred dollars,please. ”

Words and Expressions

desk /desk/ n.
clerk /klak/ =
safe /seif/ =
prove /pruwv/- wv.

lawyer /'logjo/ n.

eye-witness  /'ai,witnis/ n.

know nothing about
msist  fin'sist/ - w.
deny /di'nai/ n.

hand over

immediately ° /i'miidiatli/ adv.

realize - /'rislaiz/ w.
trick /trick/ wv.
get back

reply /ri'‘plai/ wi.

Exercises

I . Answer the following questions:

#Reab

B 5
Rt
L™
=
RAEAN
— A
B
EoN
e
SLEp, LA
iRz
L
B2E
EE-3

1. Why did the narrator (¥ 35 83 A\ ask the desk clerk to
put a hundred-dollar.bill in the safe for him?
-2. What did the élerk say about the bill the:next morning?
3. Who did the narrator have to ask for help?

4. What was the second part of the lawyer’s plan?

10



5.

Did the narrator get back his first hundred-dollar bill?

. Choose the hest answer (A,B,C or D) in the following:
1.

Why did the narrator go to the hotel?
A. To put a hundred-dollar bill there.
B. To find a lawyer there.

C. To get a lot of money there.

D. To stay there for the night.

. The clerk was __

A. clever

B. willing to help

C. afraid of the narrator
D. dishonest

. The clerk gave the first hundred-dollar bill to the narrator

i the end because

A. he was afraid of the narrator

B. he had already known the lawyer’s plan
C. he wanted 10 cheat the narrator

D. he did not want to get into trouble with the police

. Which of the following statement 1s true?

A. The lawyer laughed when the narrator got both of his
bills.

B. The narrator did not get both bills back.

C. The lawyer asked the narrator for a hundred dollars as a
reward.

D. The narrator thanked the lawyer and did not give him

any money.

. Which of the following statement 1s not true?

n



