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Lesson 1 Gifts of the Magi

Part One New Words and Phrases

chain
comb
dollar

cent

count
search
serious
length
possess
possession
looking-glass
gone
number
undo
jewel
treasure
unwise
tear-filled
The Magi
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v. (for) look for, hunt, seek U L L 0 [
adj. earnest, solemn U U 0 0 0O 0 [
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adj. missing U O UOOOOO
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adj. fulloftear U U D UOODOOODOONO

(the three wise men from the East who brought
offerings to the infant Jesus [(IJ U U 0O 0O O [J
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Jesus Christ
Christmas

pull down
take pride in

take (a) pride in sb/sth;

belong to

do up

go with

in company(with)sb
fix one's eyes on/upon
cut off
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n. UOMOod 120 2500000000
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put it down; destroy Oo0o0Qo0o0odd
be proud of U U U I [

take no/little pride in sb/sth
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tie, fasten U O OO0

match, suit OO OO0

togetherwithsb U OO DOOOOOOOOMNO

gaze at, stareat L) U U0 U DO O L
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Part Two Key to the Main Exercises of the Text

Reader's Quiz

1. Men did not wear their watches on their arms as they do now, but in

their pockets, with a chain. Women had long hair of which they were

very proud, and they put combs at the sides and back.

2. They lived in two rooms at the top of a building in a poor part of New

York. They were not a wealthy couple.

3. She had been planning to buy Jim a fine and beautiful gift which was

really worthy of him.

4. She had been saving every penny she could for months, and this is all

she had got.

5. One was Jim's watch which had belonged to his father and before that to



his grandfather, the other was Della's hair.

6. Della sold her golden hair in order to buy Jim a Christmas gift.

7. Because in the past Jim sometimes did not like to take out his watch as
it had no chain, with this chain on his watch, Jim might look at the time
in any company.

8. She was a little nervous and was afraid that Jim might think she was not
as pretty as before.

9. Because he had just sold his treasured watch to buy Della a set of
combs.

10.No, he was not very unhappy. He said to Della, "l don't think there's
anything that you could do to your hair which would make me love my
girl any less. But let's put our Christmas presents away and keep them
for a time. They are too nice to use just at present...I sold the watch to

get the money to buy you combs."

Vocabulary
B.1d 2¢e 3a 4h 5b 63 7 8g 9c¢ 10.f

Questions for Discussion & Appreciation (for reference only )

3. The climax lies at the end of the story, that is, when Della saw the
beautiful combs which Jim bought her by selling his favorite watch
while Della couldn't wear them for the time being since she sold her hair
to buy Jim a gold chain as Christmas gift.

4. The story shows that the true love is the most valuable thing in the
money-worship world. Even though the couple was poor they sold their
only treasures to buy gifts for each other. To them, money wasn't the
most important thing. I like the ending very much. It is a moving and
good surprise. Even though the precious gifts are useless at present, we



can feel their true love which is everlasting.

5. When Jesus was born, the three wise men from the East brought gifts to
the infant Jesus. They were wise. Here the poor couple sacrificed their
most valuable things for each other, their gifts are the symbol of love
and thus the best gifts in the world. They made their choices wisely just

like the Magi.

Speed Reading
I. 1.D 2.D 3.C 4.B 5.C
II. 6.T 7.T 8.F 9T 10.T
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Lesson 2 No Marriage, No Apologies

Part One New Words and Phrases

divorce
scandalous
census
shift
document
disapprove
ongoing
survey
cohabitation
gay
dramatic
cite
segment
premarital

security

companionship

penalty
skittish
comimit
commitment
cautious
architect
cynical

n. UO0O w. 00040 on
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n.official counting of the population [ U U [
n. change [ L]

n. UUO0OOO

v.oppose U U 00O 0L
adj. 0O QO0OO
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n. living together 0]O

adi. OO0 np 0000
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vt. 00000

n. U 0O

adj. before marriage U U U
n.U U

n. JOoOQ

n. punishment 00000
adi,. 0O0OOOO0OO
vt. 00000

n. UO0odooood

adj. careful U U DD DODD
n. OO0

adj. sneering, sarcastic U U U U U



privacy n DO0O00DO0O0DD0DO0O0ODOO0O0OO

fidelity n. loyalty, faithfulness U [ 0 U [
investment n. U0

underscore vt. underline U UOUOUOODODONO
independence n. being independent [ [

figure out Ooooooono

end in haveasaresult [0 000

be grateful for Oo0ooogo

a segment of a fractionof LU U [

a tad a little, a bit U U U

keep (at) adistance from U DO UOUODOOMO

be the case betrue DO OOOOMO

at arm's length Do0o0o0oooooooooooo

Part Two Key to the Main Exercises of the Text

Reader's Quiz
I.T 2T 3F 4T 5F 6T 7T 8F 9T 10F

Vocabulary
B.lg 2d 3a 4i 5b 6e 7c¢c 8h 95 101

Questions for Discussion & Appreciation (for reference only )

1. What would have been considered scandalous 25 years ago has now
become an acceptable living arrangement.

2. Cohabitation can give the couple much more freedom and they are
independent in some degree. For example, they can share a life without a
shared bank account.



3. There are some advantages, such as, they can share a life without a
shared bank account; they can enjoy companionship later in life without
paying the tax penalty that marriage brings; and for those who are
skittish about marriage, living together offers what they say is the same
level of commitment. On the other hand, there are also some
disadvantages, such as, there is no guarantee that it will translate into a
good marriage, some researchers have discovered that people who live
together are often less committed to each other than married couples.

4. No, I don't think there is a direct cause-and-effect relation between
cohabitation and divorce. Although for some couples there is less
commitment in cohabitation, we can't say absolutely that cohabitation
will result in divorce.

5. He means that cohabitation is acceptable now, it is impossible to go
back to the past, but people who choose this living arrangement should
take care of and not change their partners too often.

6. In America, premarital sex and divorce are personal affairs of people.
The others have no rights to interfere or discriminate. While in China
more and more people choose cohabitation rather than marriage, this is
in fact illegal. There is an increase in divorce rate in China, but if
someone divorces, he or she will often be talked about by those babblers.
Still in our country premarital sex is not quite popular.

Speed Reading
I. 1A 2.B 3.D 4.A 5D
II. 6.T 7.T 8.T 9.F 10.T



Part Three Translation of the Text
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Lesson3 The Decameron

Part One New Words and Phrases

Basil

grief
wretched
piteous

sigh
gracious
misfortune
occur
accomplished
conceal
bother

utter
previous
deliberation
arise
remote
insistent
deserve
foreboding
unkempt

lament

n JUO0O00OoO0on
n. U0

adj. 0 OO0O0DO0DOCO
adj. DO0ODOODO
n. Uo0O0O40Oomn
adj. D OOGO0QOQoo
n. U0

vi. 0 O

adi 00D O0O

v, OO0

v. UO0O0OOO
vt. 0 O00O0

adj. U oo
n. 040000

vi Uoooag
adj. U0 Oooon
adj. 00000

v, oo

n. OO0 O0donn

adi U Ooboooognd

v U



vision n U000 doooooooooggd
decompose v. D00 ood

decay v. OO

vase n. 00U

marjoram n. JO0Odooooon

Sprig n. 00O

fragrant adj booodon

incessantly adv.0U O OO

fade v JO0o0ooogd

reproach v. 00O

dig up 00

die of Ooo

in some respects ooobd

call upon Oooooobood

remind sb of sth Oo0o0oooo

for some reason(or other) [ [ LI L[]

see to Joogd

gaze at NN

put aside Oo0o0ooDoO0oooOoOoon
set one's heart on sth/doing sth Oo00o0ooooono
make one's way to somewhere Oooooooogd
in spite of ooood

restrain from
pass over

wipe away

off guard

take notice

be in the habit of
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burst into tears
cheer up

accuse sb with sth
in the company of sb
on other occasions
set out for

a portion of

be amazed at

over and over again
come to an end

see that

restrain oneself
catch sb off guard
take notice(of)
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Oodddond
HREpERERE

see to sth; see to it that
oddoddobdd
HREpERERE
Dddodddndd
pay attention(toL 1] [I] [] []

hardly when (=scarcely when) U . 0O0OO0OO0OOOOOOOOOOMO
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Part Two Key to the Main Exercises of the Text

Reader's Quiz

1.F 2F 3.T 4T 5T 6F 7.F 8T 9T 10.T

Questions for Discussion & Appreciation
1. Because they were afraid that either their sister or they would suffer any

loss of reputation. They wanted to wipe away this shame without
damage or dishonor to themselves, so they waited for the chance to

murder their sister's lover.



