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Personal Comment

My overall impression of the book is that it is currently a very good one of its
kind. It is the right textbook and reference book for both teachers and students of
English at the (esp. normal) college level.

The book is precise and practical, actually quite helpful for the readers to ac-
quire the essential knowledge and skills of English phonetics. It provides rich and
varied materials for practice and drill. For each phoneme the items of Advice to
the Teacher and Students and Spelling and Sound are well designed and
necessary.

The book is comprehensive. It incudes every aspect and specific item in the
entire sphere of English phonetics and endeavors to treat them properly for
achieving the goal of the book.

I especially appreciate the way that the book is written in simple and concise
English. This is a worthwhile and gratifying attemp for the Chinese writers in
writing English tool books.

It is feasible and beneficial to divide English phonetics into pronunciation,
rhythm and intonation for pedagogic purposes {(and for academic researches too).
The order of placing pronunciation after rhythm and intonation or before them is
a question open to discussion amd demanding verification by practice.

The book would be still better if more comparatives studies between English
and Chinese are discussed with regard to specific phonetic issues. To find the
most typical problems of the Chinese learners and help them effectively. That will
be a strong point of the book.

Yankai Shi (American linguist)
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Introduction

1. English Phonetics

Every language is composed of three elements, i.e., phonetics,
vocabulary and grammar, but phonetics is essential. Phonetics, the
study and science of speech sounds is a branch of linguistic studies.
It is closely connected with the study of grammar, lexicology and so
on. “Without phonetics there can be no morphology of a spoken lan-
guage, without intonation no syntax,” as Professor Firth declared.
Professor A. C. Gimson also noted that“to speak any language a
person must know nearly 100% of its phonetics, while only 50—
90% of its grammar and 1% of the vocabulary may be sufficient.”
So we must make great efforts at phonetics first and foremost in or-
der to study English well.

Phonetics ( Pronunciation) of a language is nowadays held to
embrace three component factors, i.e., sounds, rhythm and intona-
tion. But it is difficult to say which of them is more important.
However, more and more people, even those who take English as a
foreign language, have come to realize that it is far from enough to
be able to reproduce accurately all the phoncmes in isolation. They
have also found that correctly pronounced phonemes can not ensure a
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