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Part One

British Culture

Chapter 1 Who are the British?

England and English

England is a highly urbanized country, with 80% of its population living in cit-
ies, and only 2% of the population working in agriculture. It’s largest city is the
capital, London, which is dominant in the UK 1n all fields: government, finance,
and culture. England 1s physically the largest of the four nations, and it has by far
the largest population. This dominance in size is reflected in a cultural and economic
dominance too, which has the result that people in foreign countries sometimes
make the mistake of talking about England when they mean the UK Significantly,
people in England sometimes make that mistake too, but people in the other three
nations would not: they night call themselves British (as might the English) or
they might call themselves Scottish or Welsh or Irish, but they certainly wouldn’t
call themselves (or like to be called) English. So oddly, of the four nations, the
English feel most British, and therefore have the weakest sense of themselves as a
separate “English” culture within Britain.

British history has been a history of invasions. Before the first century AD

Britain was made up of many tribal kingdoms of Celtic people: a powerful culture
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originating in central Europe. Then in 43AD Britain was invaded by the Roman
Empire', and England and Wales (though not Scotland or Ireland) became a part
of the Roman empire for nearly 400 years. As the Roman empire came under threat
from the east, the Roman armies and Roman protection were withdrawn from Brit-
ain, and Britain was again divided into small kingdoms, and again it came under
threat from outside this time from Germanic peoples: the Angles, and the Saxons.

One of the best-known English legends derives from this time. In the fifth
century AD it is said that a great leader appeared, united the British, and with his
magical sword, Excalibur, drove the Saxons back. This is the story of King
Arthur-2, and has been embellished by singers, poets, novelists and even filmmak-
ers ever since.

Although King Arthur’s real existence 1s in doubt, you can visit places associ-
ated with his legend, such as the cliff-edge castle at Tintagel in Cornwall. Accord-
ing to legend Arthur gathered a company of knights to him, who sat together at
Arthur’s castle at Camelot (possibly the real hilltop fort at Cadbury Hill in Somer-
set). Conflict between his knights led to Arthur creating the famous “round table”
at which all would have equal precedence’ . Perhaps this could be seen as an indica-
tor of the way 1n which the English have wished to see their monarch as something
other than a remote dictator, and have in fact managed to gradually bind the mon-
archy into a more democratic system, rather than completely rejecting it .

Whatever Arthur’s success, legend or not, it did not last, for the Anglo-Sax-
ons did succeed in invading Britain, and either absorbed the Celtic people, or
pushed them to the western and northern edges of Britain. Despite the fact that
contemporary English people think of King Arthur as their hero, really he was
fighting against them, for these Anglo-Saxon invaders were the forefathers of the
English, the founders of “Angle-land”or“England” as it has become known.

Two more groups of invaders were to come after the English; from the late 8th
century on, raiders from Scandinavia, the ferocious \/'ikings5 , threatened Britain’s
shores. Their settlements in England grew until large areas of northern and eastern
England were under their control. By then the English heroes were truly English
(Anglo-Saxon), such as King Alfred the Great®, who turned the tide in the south
against the Vikings. There remains to this day a certain cultural divide between
northerners and southerners in England, which, while not consciously “Saxon”
versus “Dane”, may have its origins in this time’'. The richer southerners tend to
think of northerners as less sophisticated than themselves, while northerners think
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southerners arrogant and unfriendly. They are also marked by having distinctly dif-
ferent accents.

The next invaders were the Normans, from northern France, who were de-
scendants of Vikings. Under William of Normandy (known as “William the Con-
queror”®) they crossed the English Channel in 1066, and in the Battle of Hastings,
defeated an English army under King Harold’. This marks the last time that an ar-
my from outside the British Isles succeeded in invading. William took the English
throne, and became William the First of England. The Tower of London'®, a castle
in the centre of London which he built, still stands today.

The Normans did not settle England to any great extent: rather they imported
a ruling class. The next three hundred years may be thought of as a Norman (and
French-speaking) aristocracy ruling a largely Saxon and English-speaking popula-
tion. It 1s this situation which produced another of England’s heroic legends. This
1s the legend of Robin Hood'', the Saxon nobleman oppressed by the Normans,
who became an outlaw, and with his band of “merry men”hid in the forest of Sher-
wood 1n the north midlands of England. From this secret place, armed with their
longbows, they then went out to rob from the rich to give to the poor. This early
English socialist'* (1) has featured in many television series and films, both British
and American. Some writers have seen 1n the popularity of this legend of a rebellion
hidden 1n the green wood a clue to the English character: a richly unconventional
interior life hidden by an external conformity®. But, like all stereotypes, this one
has its weaknesses, as many English people, especially young people, like to display
their unconventionality externally—for example English punk rockers with their
vividly dyed spiky hair'*. But it is certainly true that the lifeless fronts of many En-
glish houses conceal beautiful back gardens. Gardening is one of the most popular
pastimes in England, and the back garden provides a place where people’s outdoor
life at home can go on out of the public gaze. This may contrast with people from
other countries whose outdoor life might be more social—sitting on the front porch
watching passers-by.

The next few hundred years following the Norman invasion can be seen as a
process of joining together the various parts of the British Isles under English rule,
so that and English identity eventually became swamped by the necessity of adopt-
ing a wider British 1dentity, both to unite the kingdom internally, and to present a
single identity externally as Britain became an imperial power. At the same time

power was gradually transferred from the monarch to the parliament. Charles the
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First’s attempt to overrule parliament in the 1640s led to a civil war in which par-
liamentary forces were victorious, and the king was executed. After a gap of eleven
years in which England was ruled by parliament’s leader, Oliver Cromwell”’, the
monarchy was restored. Further conflict between parliament and the king led to the
removal of the Scottish house of Stuart'® from the throne, and William and Mary"’
were imported from Holland to take the throne, thus finally establishing parlia-

ment’ s dominance over the throne.

Scotland and Scots

Scotland is the second largest of the four nations, both in population and in
geographical area. It is also the most confident of its own identity because alone
amongst the non-English components of the UK it has previously spent a substantial
period of history as a unified state independent of the UK. Thus it is not a big leap
for the Scottish to imagine themselves independent again.

Physically, Scotland 1s the most rugged part of the UK, with areas of sparsely
populated mountains and lakes in the north (The Highlands), and in the south
(The Southern Uplands). Three-quarters of the population lives in the lowland
zone which spans the country between these two highland areas. The largest city is
Glasgow, in the west of this zone. Scotland’s capital city is Edinburgh, on the east
coast forty miles away from Glasgow. It is renowned for its beauty, and dominated
by its great castle on a high rock in the centre of the city. Both cities have ancient
and internationally respected universities dating from the 15th century.

Scotland was not conquered by the Romans, though they did try to, and for a
while occupied as for as the edge of the northern highland zone. But the difficulty of
maintaining their rule there caused them to retreat to a hine roughly equivalent to
the conternporary boundary between England and Scotland. Along this line, from
sea to sea, they, like the Chinese, built a wall to mark the northern edge of their
domain, and to help defend it. It is called “Hadrian’s Wall”'® after the Emperor of
Rome at the time of its building, and although ruined, lengths of it can still be seen
and walked along.

Nor was most of Scotland conquered by the Anglo-Saxons, although an Angle
Kingdom was established in the southeast—hence Edinburgh’s Germanic name.
British celts displaced from the south by Saxon invasion occupied the area around
what 1s now Glasgow, and in this same period (around the sixth century AD) peo-
ple from northern Ireland invaded the south-west. They were called the Scots, and
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it is they that gave the modern country of Scotland its name. The original Scottish
celts, called the Picts, were left with the extensive but unproductive highland
Zone. The division between highland and lowland Scotland remains a cultural divide
today, in much the same way as north and south England see themselves as differ-
ent from each other. There are even areas in the highlands where (in addition to
English) people speak the old Celtic language, called “Gaelic”.

Like England, Scotland began to experience Viking raids in the ninth century,
and it was the pressure from this outside threat that led Scottish kings to unify,
forming an independent singular Scottish state at just about the same time that An-
glo-saxon England was also unifying. The presence of this larger powerful kingdom
on its southern doorstep was the key factor in Scottish politics from that time on,
with frequent wars between the two. William Shakespeare’s play “Macbeth” is
set in the Scotland of this period. The town of Berwick upon Tweed near the Scot-
tish border in present day England is said to have changed hands thirteen times as a
result of Anglo-Scottish conflict. Despite the conflict, there were close ties between
the two countries with extensive intermarriage between the two aristocracies. and
even between the royal families. A recent Hollywood movie, Brawveheart, told the
story of William Wallace’ s* uprising in 1298, which was quelled by the English.
But only a few years late the Scots, under the leadership of Robert Bruce® , were
victorious at the Battle of Bannockburn®, leading to 300 years of full independence.

In 1603, however, Queen Elizabeth® the First of England died childless, and
the next in line to the throne was James the sixth of Scotland™, so he also became
James the First of England, uniting the two thrones. But for another hundred years
Scotland maintained 1ts separate political identity. However, in 1707 by agreement
of the English and Scottish parliaments, Scotland joined the Union. There followed
two rebellions in 1715 and 1745 in which the heir to the Stuart claim (deposed mn
1688 by the English parliament) to the British throne attempted to reassert his
right to rule Britain, gathering support in Scotland then marching with an army m-
to England. In 1745 this led to a brutal military response from the British army.
The rebel army was destroyed at the Battle of Culloden™ (the last battle on British
soil) in northern Scotland. Scottish highland clan (extended family group) culture
was effectively destroyed at this time, and today exists largely as a way of parting
tourists from their money by selling them “tartan” souvenirs or histories of “therr”
clan. For following Culloden, and even more importantly, the agricultural changes

of the 18th century which led to depopulation of the highlands, many Scots sought

-
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their fortune outside Scotland—in England, America, Canada, or Australia. So
that there are more people of Scottish descent outside Scotland than in 1t, and many
of those come back to find their “roots”, forming a good target for the sellers of
such souvenirs.

The dream of an independent Scotland has not vanished, but 1t does not seem
to be one shared by most Scots. Scotland elects its members of parliament to the
London parliament in just the same way as the English do. It sends 72 representa-
tives to London, but at the last election (in 1992), of those 72 only 3 were elected
from the Scottish Nationalist Party—a political party which wants an independent
Scotland. However, the largest group of MPs(49) was from the Labour Party,
which has said that if they are elected as the UK government at the next election
they will set up a regional parliament for Scotland to manage its own internal affairs
within the UK.

Scotland has a great tradition of innovation in the arts, philosophy and science. The
inventor of the telephone was a Scot, and the first man to transmit a television picture
was another. Its writers have given the world such well-known work as Walter Scott” s
romances of highland Scotland, and “Auld Lang Syne”* (by Robert Burns, who wrote
m the Scots dialect). But the work which many consider to best sum up Scotland’ s posi-
tion is the famous novel Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, by Robert Lows Stevenson™ , which
describes how the civilised scientist Dr Jekyll transforms periodically into the crude and vi-
olent Mr Hyde. This description of the dual nature of man if perhaps a good way to think
of Scotland: superficially fully integrated into the UK, but concealed beneath this is a
still-strong Scottish identity™ .

Wales and Welsh

The capital of Wales is Cardiff, a small city of about 300 000 people on the
south coast. This southern area was an important element in Britain’ s industrial
revolution, as it had rich coal deposits. Coal-mining became a key industry for the
Welsh, employing tens of thousands at its height. So its recent disappearance has
been a major economic and cultural blow. But South Wales has been very successful
in attracting investment from abroad—particularly Japan and the United States,
which has helped to create new industries to replace coal and steel.

Wales is the smallest among the three nations on the British mainland, though
Jarger than Northern Ireland. It is very close to the most densely populated parts of
central England. Though it is hillier and more rugged than adjacent parts of En-
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gland there is no natural boundary. So Wales has been dominated by England for
longer than the other nations of the union. Nevertheless, what is remarkable 1s that
despite this near-ness and long-standing political integration Wales retams a power-
ful sense of its difference from England. It also retains its own language, Welsh.
This 1s a Celtic tongue completely different from English, spoken by 19% of the
population, a much higher proportion of the population than speak Gaelic in Scot-
land. Again, all those Welsh-speakers are also fluent in English.

Like the rest of Britain, before the arrival of the Roman empire, Wales was a
land of Celtic peoples, living in a number of small tribal kingdoms. Wales was con-
quered by the Romans eventually, though with difficulty. The Welsh chieftain
Caradoc fought a long guerrilla campaign from the Welsh hills against the invader.
When the Romans left Britain Wales was again a Celtic land, though again divided
into separate kingdoms, but unlike England it did not fall to the Anglo-Saxon in-
vaders of the fifth century.

But Wales was always under pressure from its English neighbours, particularly
after the Norman conquest, when Norman barons set up castles and estates in
Wales under the authority of the English Crown. Thus there was a need to unify
Wales to successfully resist the English. This did not happen untl Llywelyn ap
Gruffudd® brought a large portion of Wales under his rule, and by a military cam-
paign forced the English to acknowledge him as Prince of Wales in 1267. But when
he died, the English king, Edward the First, set about conquering Wales, building
a series of great stone castles there from which to control the population. These cas-
tles stand today as one of Wales’ greatest tourist attractions (along with its beach-
es, cliffs and mountamns), and tourism is now an important industry.

Edward the First named his son the Prince of Wales, and the first son of the
monarch has held that title ever since (including the present day Prince Charles) to
try to bring Wales into the British nation. The last real attempt to resist that pro-
cess was in the early 15th century when Owam Glyndwr’' led an unsuccessful rising
against the English. Today Glyndwr and Llywelyn are more than simple historical
figures for the Welsh, they are the almost legendary heroes of Welsh nationalism.
Their brief campaigns are the only times 1in history when Wales has existed as a uni-
fied independent nation.

A hundred years after Glyndwr, in 1536, Wales was brought legally, adminis-
tratively, and politically into the UK by an act of the British parliament. This close
long-standing relationship means that modern Wales lacks some of the outward
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signs of difference which Scotland possesses—its legal system and 1ts education sys-
tem are exactly the same as in England. Often official statistics are given for “En-
gland and Wales”. However, Wales is different, and one of the key markers of that
difference is the Welsh language—the old British Celtic tongue which 1s stll in daily
use. But as a source of the Welsh identity this is sometimes divisive, because 80%
of the Welsh don’ t speak the language, and yet feel Welsh. Since most of the
Welsh speakers are in the north, this deepens a cultural division between the more
populated, industrial south, and the rural north of Wales.

As in Scotland the Welsh people elect their MPs to the London parliament.
The Welsh too have nationalist party, “Plaid Cymru”> (The Party of Wales),
which campaigns for an independent Wales. Of the 38 Welsh MPs, 4 are members
of this party. Under a Labour government Wales will probably gain 1ts own parlia-

ment to manage its own internal affairs.

Words & . Expressions
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173445, 1305 0k, R TE R AL B .

21 Robert Bruce: F A5 fi&#H (1274.7.11—1329.6.7) . 14 M54 2= S HE ZK M
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SEAY A, 1306 E RS 2 E T 1314 A, AR 4005 8 22 B A A BE TS T AR K M B Ag 22
BA , 16 8 B0 4% 22 BU AL A L7 o AR L &8 B 24 (1328) , 3 £ AR AU Dy A% 22 [ E 3F
ST FHAR T TR 2R EAE R

22 the battle of Bannockburn: BEi# e A 4% (1314.6 23—1314.6 24), A= H k
B — IR KRR o FEX IR, B T 05 - M G B G B IR A8 2 ZE AT 1 = fE 4 i 4 i
RITEME 22, AR ZEEFHCRIBMWIEL T, YR AT i T RIS, @
RS, 48 2 EH RS .

23 Queen Elizabeth fFfA 75 H — i (1533.9 7—1603 5 24). iz 2 KRB RME
FE2Z—o FENL 45 T MR B K s 4, Bif fREE F L B mE R, Fmik et R %k
E B E A, DATS A b SO S AR AR A 38 [ SOk B A . AN, B A v ol A X — A
W RER, R TXIMNER. FPAZEGT T —RIBEBCE, FEERTEEH T, E
ETHRF GEE,

24. James the Sixth of Scotland; 73 #% 2 W H /St (1566 6 19—1625 3), 1567 F i
GG KB N, ATET &, 1 YHRFHKZEN, HFE, BNE5EKZL
THRmMPBARFRGXER, W FE P E TR, M v] gk AR FAE 22 01, 1603 F, R 3 i
G, 57 B gt A

25. the battle of Culloden: Culloden %, 1745 4% 2 T2 /R - B BRI E T 4
WA E T SR LERRAEN —FIRE  BE UTAE 2RI &4

26. Walter Scott: IR/RFF - @1 & 47 (1771 8 15—1832 9.21), FE/PMEE, /N
HEE, MELMERTBESHFELEMEB LTS, FE2HRIAE REMEE. HPHE0
M R BHGER ) (B T BTR) (B FD%,

27. Auld Lang Syne: ¥ £ 748 Z R KIEHA KK,

28 Robert Louis Stevenson: & {1 4F - B 55 7 - B % 02K (1850. 11. 13—1894 12.3),
HELZBRWEMBOUER. EMMEEES WEHDG, WELNEEE.GIRFK
BB E (SBRE) (BHED (5 (CREFHEE%,

29. superficially ..Scottish identity: R F(HIE2)EELES5HEEHRMA &K, HLER
AR R T SRFUM TR 2 AR E

30 Llywelyn ap Gruffudd: A& S IEE(T —1282.12.11), BAREILEE
PETHY R . 1262 FAh %G DL RO BUR LRI F3ess Z Bk, 1272 4 i R A JF IR B 3
=N 1282 4, SRR 89 5136 84t R 3 — R F B R 7 AR X, DL R R
s Z N W LA .

31. Owain Glyndwr: BR3C ¥ AR1E /R (1354—1416), B B B/R T EF. BER L
NP 22 NWGIE BRI . ATRR M BU/R T B RIE 3, 1400 £ 9 B, Hh7E B
RAACE R s X, # SRR B & B N R R RIS 4. 1404 F AR L REER T
BURTRE X, B T M BR BN, FHRHITACHIIR REBERHSEE.
1405 4, At 2| 5 F) £ 7 /9 B, A 208 BT 2R 0

32. “plad Cymru”: BUR +38,1925 4F 8 AMIL. ERBUR LA BRI AR, Rt A
EHEBERGTEENRR,
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Exercises

1 . Explain each of the following in Enghsh:

1 the Briush Isles

2. Robin Hood

3. the Anglo-Saxons

4. the Vikings

5 King Arthur

6. King Harold

[I Ful in the blanks;

1 Britan Consists of nations, includmng England, |~ and

2 Britain 18 a country with a history of mvasions. In 43 AD Britam was invaded by
., n the late 8th century they experienced ____ raids from Scandinavia
and 1n the 11th century they suffered invasions from __

3. The Anglo-Saxons began to settle in Britammm __~ century.

4 The capital of Britain 1s , which has great influence on the UK in all fields n-
cluding , and

5 Charles the First, king of Britain, was executed, because he attempted to in
the English Revolution.

6 Name two Scottish cities which have ancient and internationally respected universities;

and

7 The battle of Bannockburn led by Robert the Bruce succeeded in winning the full inde-
pendenceof

8. Both the Scottish and Welsh people elect their members of parliaments to the London
Parliament and each holds and seats respectively.

9. The capital of Scotland 15 , which 1s well-known for 1ts natural

10 Although Wales is the smallest of the three nations on the mamland, it’s
good at getting _____ from abroad, particularly Japan and ___

[l Tick the correct answer in each of the following:

1 Three of the following are characteristics of London Which of the four 1s the excep-

tion?

A London 1s a political, economtc and cultural centre of the country.

B London has a larger population than all other cities in England.

C London 1s not only the largest city i Britain, but also the largest 1n the world.

D. London has played a sigmficant role in the economic construction of the country.

2 The Tower of London, a historical sight, located in the centre of London, was built by
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A. King Harold



