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. & Y (Rhetoric in Practice)

“A simile is an expressed likeness. The simplest and most di-
rect way of connoting an idea with something else is by means of u-
sing similis. Simile is the neuter singular of the Latin adjective ‘si-

milis’, meaning like. ”

Winfield Goong ) simile
similis, like, , s
. A simile is an expressed likeness, ,

o

Webster’s Third New International Dictionary of the English
language simile: A figure of speech comparing two es-
sentially unlike things and often introduced by like or as (as in
cheeks like roses, a heart as hard as flint).

{ Y(A Dictionary of Literary Terms)



“Simile: A figure of speech in which one thing is likened to an-
other, in such a way as to clarify and enhance an image. It is an ex-
plicit comparison(as opposed to the metaphor where the comparison

is implicit) recognizable by the use of the word like or as.”

o

o ( : 1—2)

( ) “ 1ike”

”» ““ ”» “ ”»
R seeces cesene o

He was like a cat on hot bricks before his driving test.
They will never be able to save money to buy a new house —
they both spend money like water.

My mind goes round and round like the earth.

Soccer is spreading like wild fire through all the States.
¢ ) “as”
1. astadj. fas+n.

“ ”
. as cesees seeees

You are as sweet as sugar. .

My money and goods are as dear to me as life itself.
o/ o

That man can’t be trusted. He’s as slippery as an eel.

2. as+S+V




”»
o

Men fear death, as children fear to go in the dark.
Love goes towards love, as schoolboys from their books.
, , o

3. as..., so...
As Bis..., sois A...

, SO ) o

, ,as 4 e i
As the lion is king of beasts, so is the eagle king of birds.
4. as if / as though
“ /e »

There he stands pumping his silly neck up and down just as if it

were a piston.

My handwriting looks as if a swarm of ants, escaping from an
ink bottle, had walked over a sheet of paper without wiping their
legs.

o

5. may/might as well +V... +as+ V...

You may as well ask for the moon as(ask)for a bicycle, because

you are not going to get either.

o/ .

( ) “What”
Soap opera is for TV what the popular novel is for books.
Water is to fishes what air is to men.

’ o



( ) “ than”

A student can no more obtain knowledge without studying than
a farmer can get harvest without ploughing.

’

o

( ) ‘&and”
A word and a stone let go can not be recalled.
o/ )
simile( ) : simi-
le( ) . >

o ’ b

, “a figure of speech in which one el-
ement (tenor) is compared, basing the association on one or two
shared feature, to another element of different domain (vehicle)
normally by way of an indicator of resemblances as ‘like” its substi-

tute ‘as’, ‘just as’ or ‘similar to” and so on, though, the indicator

absent in rare cases. ” ( , 2004) simile ( )
s simile( ) , ,
s ( , 1994), simile
Y ’ b ( b
1996) ., N N
“ ) “ ”( , 2000) i
(D) as, like, of .
1. as:

Beauty is as summer fruits, which are easy to corrupt and can-

not last. (Francis Bacon: of Studies)
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He arose joint by joint, as a carpenter’s rule opens, and beat
the dust from his clothes. (O Henry: The Cop and the Anthem)
b b

o

I wandered lonely as a cloud. (W. Wordsworth: The Da ffo-
dils)

I passed and repassed the house, and stopped and listened at
the door; all was dark and silent as the grave. (B. shaw)

That fat fellow is as stupid as a goose.

o

That wrestler is as strong as a horse.

o

The girl player is as brisk as a bee.

o

The old man is often drunk as a fiddler.

o

His young daughter looks as red as a rose.

b b o
”(person-personification) ,
He is as wise as Solomon.
She was ... chaste as a vestal. (Thomas Hardy: Tess of the
D’ Urbervilles)

o

... who was full of expectedness as a girl at her first party.

. ( : 4—5)
Overhead the hollow stretch of whitish cloud shutting out the

b

sky was as a tent which had the whole earth as its floor. (Thomas
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Hardy)

b o
Out of the sleeves came strong bony wrists and bands gnarled

and knotted and hard as peach branches.

’ o

Men fear death, as children fear to go in the dark; and as that
natural fear in children is increased with tales, so is the other.

(Francis Bacon)

. ( : 5)
In his dream he saw the tiny figure fall as a fly.

10)
When the propeller turns, it pushes the ship forward as a
wood-screw goes into a piece of wood when it is turned.

b o

( : 10)
He wants it all with a horrible intensity, as the faun wants the
nymph.
b
he faun;
it nymph,

As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far

country. (Proverbs. 25—the Bible)( : 160)

She’s as thin as six o’clock.
6 o
she six o’clock ,

thin .

o ( : 6)

He answered, in an English as trim and well cut as his morning
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coat.

’ ’ o
English morning coat ,
trim  well cut, { ) , morn-
ing coat  “( ) 7,
“ ”
o ’
’
“ ”» “ ”»
b o ’
o ’
“ ”»
o b b o
b 2 o
o ( : 6 —7)

The vice consul jumped and looked not as cool as a jellyfish any-

more, more like an egg yolk at the sight of a fork.

b 9 b
.
the vice consul jellyfish
an egg yolk at the sight of a fork, ,
o ’
“ ”» “ ”»
b
“ ”» “ ”
o b b b
, jellyfish  “ ” .
“ ”» “ ”»
b b o
b
b o b
, as cool as a jellyfish “ 7
“ ”
b b b
“ ”» “ ”»
b 9
“ ”» “ ”»
o b
“ ”»
o 9 b
“ ”
o b
“ ”
b b o
o ( : 16)
2. like:

He sleeps like a top(log). (= He sleeps very soundly)

o



He works like a horse/ beaver/ Trojan/ back. (= He works
very hard. )
They spent money like water.

o

He talks/speaks like a book all the time.

o

He knew the area like a book.

He drinks like a fish. (= He drinks large quantities of
alcohol. )

He sank like a stone.

o ( : 3)

When he (Charlie Chaplin) found a voice to say what was on
his mind, he was like a child of eight writing lyrics for Beethoven’s
Ninth. (Billy Wilder)

( . ) ,
o ( : 5)

The trains flowed like a torrent of diamonds towards the interi-

or. (Durrel: Mount Oliver)

. ( : 10)
A farm lay quite visible, like a white stone lay in water.
) o ( : 10D

And then the whining schoolboy, with his satchel and shining

morning face, creeping like snail unwillingly to school. ( Shake-

speare) ( . 159)
He was like a cock who thought the sun had risen to hear him
crow. (George Eliot) ( . 160)

I learned a great many new words that day. 1 do not remember

“mother, father, sister,

what they all were; but I do know that
teacher” were among them—words that were to make the world
blossom for me “like Aaron’s rod, with flowers”. (Helen Keller)

( : 160

To release the energy of stores of atoms by bombarding with

sub-atomic particles is kike shooting birds in the dark in a country

_ 9



where there are very few birds. (Albert Einstein, in the early years
of his scientific research. ) ( . 164)

So compared with any ordinary beam of light, the laser beam is
a very orderly affair indeed. It’s like a military march—everyone in
step. In an ordinary beam, the waves are like the people in a crowd
going to a football, jostling and bumping into one another. (Scien-
tifically Speaking) ( : 164)

She said that living with a retired husband was like having a pi-
ano in the kitchen. Which to mind translates to “useless and in the

way”.

o ( : 5)
a retired husband a piano in the kitchen
“useless and in the

way”,

3. of:

The muzzle of the Luger looked like the mouth of the Second
Street tunnel, but I didn’t move.

) ( ) )

b o

the Second Street tunnel

b b

, “ ”, . ( : 13—14)

I saw that there were several long, slender leaves dangling
from the thick branches, swinging and swaying in the wind. T held
them in my hands, they were like a svelte lady who was a picture of
fragile health, and I couldn’t help feeling protective of them.

) N , . (
17)

She began to walk away: it was almost like an admission of de-

feat, and she tried to carry it off with disdain, like a great Dane

which turns its back on some small defenceless dog defiant in a cor-

ner and pretends it unworthy of its teeth.

I 0



b b b
b b ’ ’
. ( : 23)

Men are like parking spaces. The good ones are taken and you

can bet that the available ones are all handicapped.
b b

He has a heart of stone.

Lake has the heart of a lion, but he does everything in a down-
to-earth way.

b o

He is sometime bad-tempered but really he’s got a heart of

gold.
) o ( )
C ) as ( ), what( ), as if, as though, than,
and, the way o
1. as

A. His heart shivered as a ship shivers at the mountainous
crash of the waters.
) o
Air is to man as water is to fish.
, .
2. what
Education is to a human soul what gardening is to a piece of
land.
) .
Leaves do for plants what lungs do for animals.
) .
The pen is to a writer what the gun is to a fighter.
Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body. (Sir Rich-
ard Steel)
) o
Judicious praise is to children what the sun is to flowers.
(Bovee)
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, .
The man who cannot be trusted to society what a bit of rotten
timber is to a house.
) .
What blood vessel is to a man’s body, that railway is to trans-
portation.
, .
What salt is to food, that wit and humour are to conversation
and literature.
) o
What light is to the eye, that knowledge is to the mind.
) o
What sculpture is to a block of marble, that education is to the
soul.
) .
What the nest is to the bird, that to the man is the house.
3.as...s0

As a man makes his bed so must he lie.

( ) ( )6
As you brew, so must you drink.
( ) ( )6

As fire tries gold, so does adversity try virtue.
) o (

5)

4. as if/though

He walks as if he were drunk.

He speaks as if there were a frog in the throat. (= He speaks
in a hoarse voice. )

The girl listened as if she had been turned to stone.

The first time I read an excellent book, it was to me as if I had

gained a new friend.
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