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PREFACE

| have no doubt that | often speak of things better
treated., and with more truth. by masters of the craft
. I may have some objective knowledge one day. or may
perhaps have it in the past. when | happened to come
across passages that explained things. But | have for-
gotten it all; for though | am a man of some reading. |
am one who retains nothing.
So | can offer nothing certain. except to account
for the extent of my knowledge at the present time.

Michel de Montaigne. Of Books

This book treats rhetoric as the study of an interdisciplinary theo-
ry of language and meaning. Specifically this book is a study of
rhetoric which has grown to encompass a theory of language as a form
of social behavior of intention and interpretation as the determinants
of meaning in the way that knowledge is created by argument and in
the way that ideology and power are extended through discourse.

In Chapter 1 of this book I have looked at some of the important
definitions of the term rhetoric accumulated over the years which still
inhabit and help to shape the field.

Chapter 2 is a brief outline of classical rhetoric and an elabora-
tion of how it has developed over the centuries.

Chapters 3 and 4 are studies in traditional English rhetoric both in
England and in America.

Chapters 5 6 and 7 deal with issues in theory construction of
contemporary English rhetoric probe into its theory and work to-
ward a New Rhetoric.

Chapter 8 is a study of composition-rhetoric one of the earliest
definitions of the term rhetoric which has become one of the most
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vital and exciting areas of study within departments of English.

Chapter 9 is a study of stylistic-rhetoric another important defi-
nition of the term rhetoric . Specifically this chapter introduces two
important systems for classifying the figures of speech one tradition-
al and the other linguistic and offers definitions of commonly used
figures with illustrations.

Chapter 10 describes and analyzes the nature of rhetoric as inter-
disciplinary studies. It also suggests some of the promising areas of re-
search in future rhetorical scholarship.

Chapter 11 introduces two approaches to and three systems of
rhetorical criticism. Samples of rhetorical criticism are offered.

This book is primarily intended for graduate students of English.
It can also be used as a coursebook for undergraduate students of Eng-
lish.

To help students understand how Western scholars view English
rhetoric and to avoid any errors in interpretation on my part I try to
present their ideas in their original words. I certainly remember to ac-
knowledge their sources to guide our readers for further reading as
well as observe scholarly conventions.

A book as this one is never simply the work of one author. I owe
abundant thanks to those Promethean scholars in this field whose
ideas are such an inspiration to me. To Ms Jiang Leihong at
the Shanghai Foreign Language Education Press I owe my thanks for
her careful editing of my first rhetoric book

1993 . To Mr Han Tianlin at the Shanghai Foreign Lan-
guage Education Press 1 owe my special thanks whose care and pa-
tience as textural editor improved on every page my manuscript of this
book as well my manuscript of my second rhetoric book

1999 and he did so with wit and grace.

Hu Shuzhong
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ENGLISH RHETORIC

The emergence and continued presence of rhetoric as a subject of aca-
demic study and as a focal point for academic and para-academic life is one
of the central features of Western civilization. A complex discipline with a
2500-year-old tradition rhetoric in the West has accumulated several defi-
nitions over the years. As Bizzell and Herzberg observe “ It seems less
helpful to define it once and for all than to look at some of its important
definitions and to attempt to understand how each arose and how each still
inhabits and shapes the field” 1 .

1.1 Rhetoric as the Art of Oratory

In Aristotle and elsewhere rhetoric was in fact primarily con-
cerned with oral discourse the earliest mode of verbal expression of
course still very much alive. Rheétor in Greek means orator public
speaker and techné rhetorike or more simply rhetorikée means
public speaking.” To Aristotle’s world teaching students rhetoric
meant teaching them to become orators. Deflection of rhetoric from
oral performance to written argumentation as such vaguely incipient
at best in Aristotle would occur only very slowly and imperceptibly
over the centuries. Yet it must be remembered that the oral speeches
Aristotle was concerned with were in fact no longer purely oral but
were already being shaped by the chirographic milieu to post-oral
thought forms.” Horner 3

1.1.1 Historical Needs for Public Speaking

Rhetoric in its various incarnations has been a powerful
force in public affairs and in education for most of its
existence since the fifth century B. C. E. when it
developed in Greek probate courts and flourished under
Greek democracy. Bizzell and Herzberg 1 -2

A revolution on Syracuse a Greek colony on the island of Sicily
in about 465 B.C. was the catalyst for the formal study of rhetoric.
When the tyrannical dictators on the island were overthrown and a

2
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democracy was established the courts were deluged with conflicting
property claims was the rightful owner of a piece of land its original
owner or the one who had been given the land during the dictator’s
reign The Greek system required that citizens represent themselves
in court — they could not hire attorneys to speak on their behalf as we
can today. The burden then was on the claimants in these land
disputes to make the best possible case and to present it persuasively to
the jury.

Rhetoric was first and foremost the art of persuasive
speaking. In civil disputes persuasion established claims
where no clear truth was available. Persuasive speech
too could depose or empower tyrants determine public
policy and administer laws. Public speaking was
inseparable from the business of government and civil
affairs and early on some enterprising orators turned to
teaching the art of persuasive speech as well as practicing
it. 2

1.1.2 First Rhetoricians

Part of the intellectual flowering of Greece from the
sixth to the fourth centuries B.C. was an early interest in
the study of rhetoric that is sometimes credited to the Pre-
Socratic philosopher Empedocles ... . He was interested
in the power of language and rhetoric might be
understood in its earliest manifestation as designating the
self-conscious study of the power of language ... . 21

The first’ rhetoricians” in the Greek tradition were people who
were interested in making use of this study for practical ends.
According to several classical historical accounts Corax and Tisias
were the first practitioners of a schematized rhetoric. They worked in
the Greek colony of Syracuse in Sicily after 467 B.C. when Syracuse
overthrew its tyrant and became a democracy. One account suggests
that Corax excelled as a deliberative speaker in the new democratic
assemblies and taught his fellow citizens among them Tisias the
effective tripartite speech structure that he had devised. Another

3



