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Chapter 1
What Is Rhetorie?

1.1 Rhetoric and oratory

Rhetoric is primarily concerned with oral discourse. This can be clearly seen
from its word origin. The word “rhetoric” derives from the Greek word “rhétoriké” ,
and “rhetorike” comes from the Greek word “rhétor”. “rhétor” as a verb means “to
speak” , and, as a noun, means “orator”, or “public speaker”. In ancient Greek
times, teaching students rhetoric meant teaching them to become orators. The word
“rhetoric” was then used to refer to the art of effective public speaking.

Oratory can be considered the foundation of rhetoric. Oratory is more than
ordinary speech but a special kind of public speaking. The orator speaks for a special
purpose, in a special way and at a special time. Oratory rises above the common level
of speech and has a greater level of appeal and emotional impact of the audience. Its
purpose is to impress, convince, or move the audience to action. Oratory had been
practiced long before the ancient rhetoricians developed a theory and a vocabulary for
rhetoric. The ancient rhetoricians observed that certain orators were effective and
others were not. They then developed a set of principles for successful

communication. These principles make up the art of rhetoric.

1.2 Connotation of rhetoric

Over the years the word “rhetoric” has taken on a wide range of meaning.

People may use the term to refer to skillful, but often deceptive, eloquence. They



view rhetoric as a fraudulent practice which is intended to give some people an
advantage over others by appealing to their emotions or prejudices. Allied with this
view is the notion that rhetoric deals exclusively with language, rather than with
ideas. People who hold this view believe that flowery figures of speech and double-
talk give the appearance of substance, while the “real questions” go unanswered.
This view has had formidable support, most notably from Socrates and Plato. For
instance, in his Gorgias, Plato criticized the rhetoricians, “The rhetorician need not
know the truth about things; he has only to discover some way of persuading the
ignorant that he has more knowledge than those who know. ”

Although many people attach negative connotations to “rhetoric”, other people

do not. They regard all uses of language as inherently suasive, in effect removing the

“« ’

onus of deception or manipulation. Historically, rhetoric ”  had positive
connotations, suggesting a commendable skill with words. Today rhetoric, as it was
in history, is something that people have to resort to. The Declaration of
Independence, for instance, eloquently expresses the consensus of a people persuaded
to uphold certain self-evident truths. Similarly, writers of great literature have
employed language powerfully to make us cry, to poke fun at our human frailties,
and to command our support for important causes. As Gerard A. Hauser explains in

his Introduction to Rhetorical Theory .

Today rhetoric is most generally understood as the management of symbols
in order to coordinate social action. Management refers to the purposive
selection and arrangement of symbols. ... Symbols refer to any meaningful
system of signs that is referential. Music, dance, painting, mathematical
notation, cinema, to cite but five, comprise such systems. They can influence
our perceptions, attitudes, beliefs, and even behaviors. ... Among human
symbol systems, language is the most basic. It is also the most pervasive and
most complex of these systems and the one most clearly and explicitly used to
influence others. To coordinate social action implies influence of some sort. At
the very least it would include the inducement of an attitude , but it can extend to

moving others to cooperative physical actions. (23)

Rhetoric is generally understood as a tool or a method. Its content is more

concerned with the hows of what people are talking about than the whats of what
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people are talking about. As a tool, rhetoric is inherently neither good or bad. A

deceitful person will use it to deceive and an ethical person will use it to make truth

and justice prevail.

1.3 Definitions of rhetoric

The word “rhetoric” has been defined differently. Look at some of the following

definitions given by scholars.

Anonymous;
Rhetoric is the science which refreshes the hungry, renders the mute articulate,
makes the blind to see, and teaches one to avoid every lingual ineptitude.
Rhetoric published at Memmingen, 1490—1495, quoted
from Harry Caplan “Classical Rhetoric and
the Mediaeval Theory of Preaching”
Of Eloquence : Studies in Ancient and Mediaeval Rhetoric.
Anne King, Helen North, ed.
Ithaca; Cornell University Press, 1970. 109

Aristotle ;
Rhetoric may be defined as the faculty of observing in any given case the
available means of persuasion. This is not a function of any other art.
Rhetoric. Book 1, Chapter 21. 26

Francis Bacon .
[ Rhetoric is a technique making it possible | to apply reason to imagination, for
the better moving of the will.

Advancement in Learning. Book 2

Charles Bazerman .
The study of how people use language and other symbols to realize human goals
and carry out human activities. .. ultimately a practical study offering people
great control over their symbolic activity.
Shaping Written Knowledge . The Genre and Activity
of the Experimental Article in Science.

Madison University of Wisconsin Press, 1988. 6



Patricia Bizzell .
Rhetoric is the study of the personal, social, and historical elements in human
discourse — how to recognize them, interpret them, and act on them, in terms
both of situational context and of verbal style. This is the kind of study one has
to perform in order to effect persuasion, the traditional end of rhetoric.
“Foundational and Anti-Foundationalism”
Academic Discourse and Critical Consciousness.

Pittsburgh . Pittsburgh University Press, 1992. 218

Carole Blair .

There is obviously no unrhetorical “naturalness” of language to which one could
appeal ; the language itself is the result of audible rhetorical arts. ... Language
does not desire to instruct, but to convey to others a subjective impulse and its
acceptance. ... Language is rhetoric, because it desires to convey only doxa

[ opinion | , not an episteme [ knowledge |.
“Nietzsche’s Lecture Notes on Rhetoric”
Philosophy and Rhetoric. 1983(2) . 106 —107

Wayne Booth .
The art of changing men’s minds.
The Prospect of Rhetoric. Bitzer, Black, ed. 1971.95

Donald C. Bryant.
Rhetoric is the method, the strategy, the organon of the principles for deciding
best the undecidable questions, for arriving at solutions of the unsolvable
problems, for instituting method in those vital phases of human activity where no
method is inherent in the total subject matter of decision. The resolving of such

problems. . . is rhetoric. (11)

Rhetoric is the rationale of informative and suasory discourse ; it operates chiefly
in the areas of the contingent; its aim is the attainment of maximum probability
as a basis for public decision; it is the organizing and animating principle of all

subject-matters which have a relevant bearing on that decision. (12)

[ Rhetoric is the practice of ] adjusting ideas to people. .. and people to ideas.
(19)

“Rhetoric; Its Function and Scope”
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The Province of Rhetoric. Joseph Schwartz, John A, ed.
Rycenga, 1965

Kenneth Burke.
The basic function of rhetoric [is] the use of words by human agents to form
attitudes or to induce actions in other human agents. ... For rhetoric as such is
not rooted in any past condition of human society. It is rooted in the essential
function of language itself, a function which is wholly realistic, and is
continually born anew; the use of language as a symbolic means of inducing

cooperation in beings that by nature respond to symbols (56 —57).

Rhetoric is par! excellence the region of the Scramble, of insult and injury,
bickering, squabbling, malice and the lie, cloaked malice and subsidized lie. ...
Rhetoric also includes resources of appeal ranging from sacrificial, evangelical
love, through the kinds of persuasion figuring in sexual love, to sheer “neutral”
communication ( communication being the area where love has become so
generalized, desexualized, “ technologized,” that only close critical or
philosophic scrutiny can discern the vestiges of the original motive) (543).

A Rhetoric of Motives. Cleveland: World Press, 1962

George Campbell .
The grand art of communication, not of ideas only, but of sentiments, passions,
dispositions and purposes. ... That art or talent by which the discourse is
adapted to its end.
The Philosophy of Rhetoric. Lloyd Bitzer, ed.

Carbondale ; Southern Illinois University Press, 1963. xiix

Cicero:
. eloquence to persuade their fellows of the truth of what they had discovered
by reason.
De inventione. H. M. Hubbell, Trans.
Cambridge ; Harvard University Press, 1976.7

No man can be an orator possessed of every praiseworthy accomplishment,
unless he has attained the knowledge of every thing important, and of all liberal
arts, for his language must be ornate and copious from knowledge , since, unless

there be beneath the surface matter understood and felt by the speaker, oratory
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becomes an empty and almost puerilic flow of words.
On the Character of the Orator. J.S. Watson, Trans.
Carbondale; Southern Illinois University Press, 1986. 11

Thomas B. Farrell.
Rhetoric is an acquired competency, a manner of thinking that invents
possibilities for persuasion, conviction, action, and judgment; it may be
developed and sophisticated and, above all, critiqued and improved.
Norms of Rhetorical Culture.
New Haven: Yale University Press, 1993. 16

Michael Hyde and Craig Smith .

The primordial function of rhetoric is to “make-known” meaning both to oneself
and to others. Meaning is derived by a human being in and through the
interpretive understanding of reality. Rhetoric is the process of making known
that meaning. Is not rhetoric defined as pragmatic communication, more
concerned with the contemporary audiences and specific questions than with

universal audiences and general questions?
“Hermeneutics and Rhetoric: A Seen but Unobserved Relationship”
Quarterly Journal of Speech, 1979, 65 (4) . 347

George A. Kennedy:
Rhetoric, in the most general sense, is the energy inherent in emotion and
thought, transmitted through a system of signs, including language, to others to
influence their decisions and actions.
Aristotle on Rhetoric; A Theory of Civic Discourse.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1991.7

George Briscoe Kerferd .
The superiority of one logos to another is not accidental, but depends on the
presence of specific features. The study of these is the study of the art of
rhetoric.
The Sophistic Movement.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981. 82

Richard McKeon :

The new art of rhetoric is the art of discovery. It is not a heuristic method or a
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radical interpretation but an art of topics or a selection of elements which opens

the way to the recognition of new facts and to the perception of unnoticed
structures and sequences.

“Philosophy of Communication and the Arts”

Rhetoric . Essays on Invention and Discovery.

Mark Backman, ed. Woodbridge: Ox Bow, 1987. 110

Chaim Perelman

It is not a poetical discipline but a practical technique with a view to producing
an effect on an audience, if the resulting discourse has artistic value, that is but
a consequence, not the aim of the actors endeavors. ... Since the aim of every
discourse is in reality to influence an audience, its action can only concern the
future ; the point is to bring people to act, to create or reinforce in them the
disposition to act.

The Prospect of Rhetoric. Bitzer, Black, eds. 1971. 115 -116

Chaim Perelman and Olbrechts Tyteca:
As soon as a communication tries to influence one or more persons, to orient
their thinking, to excite or calm their emotions, to guide their actions, it belongs
to the realm of rhetoric. Dialectic, the technique of controversy, is included as
one part of this larger realm.
The Realm of Rhetoric. William Kluback, Trans.
Notre Dame and London: University of Notre Dame Press, 1982. 162

Plato .
For if this matter is really two-fold, part of it will doubtless be a form of flattery
and a shameless method of addressing the public; the other may well be
beautiful, a genuine attempt to make the souls of one’s fellows as excellent as
may be, a striving always to say what is best, whatever the degree of pleasure or
pain it may afford the audience. But a rhetoric such as this you have never
accounted ... (77).

The moral artist, the true orator... will always fix his mind upon engendering
justice in the souls of his fellow citizens and the eradication of injustice, the
planting of self control and the uprooting of uncontrol, the entrance of virtue and
the exit of vice (79).
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Richard M. Weaver .
Rhetoric moves the soul with a movement which cannot finally be justified
logically. (23)

(Gorgias)

. Rhetoric at its truest seeks to perfect men by showing them better versions of
themselves, links in that chain extending up towards the ideal, which only the
intellectual can apprehend and only the soul have affection for ... (25)

The Ethics of Rhetoric. Chicago: Henry Regnery, 1953

Here are some of the definitions given in a few dictionaries published in the

twentieth century; Rhetoric is —

“the art of using language so as to persuade or influence others; the body of
rules to be observed by a speaker or writer in order that he may express himself
with eloquence”

The Oxford English Dictionary, 1933

“the art or science of using words effectively in speaking or writing, especially
of literary composition”

Webster’s New World Dictionary of the

American Language, 1972

“the art of persuasive or impressive speaking or writing; language designed to
persuade or impress (but perhaps insincere or exaggerated)”
The Concise Oxford Dictionary, 1982

“language used to persuade or influence people, especially by politicians ; the art
of speaking or writing to persuade or influence people”

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, 1995

1.4 Five assumptions

Obviously, people are not so much defining rhetoric as offering their definitions
of the angle from which they regard rhetoric and expressing their respective
understanding of it. Their opinions vary so considerably that it is impossible to give a
satisfactory definition to it. According to Erika Lindemann, the following five

assumptions govern the use of the term “rhetoric”.
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1) Rhetoric is both a field of humane study and a pragmatic art; that is, we can
read about it as well as practice it.

2) The practice of rhetoric must be viewed as a culturally determined,
interdisciplinary process. Rhetoric enables writers and speakers to design messages for
particular audiences and purposes. Since people in various cultures and historical
periods are likely to adopt different perspectives on what makes communication
effective, rhetoric will accommodate the needs of those who practice it.

3) When we practice rhetoric, we use language, either spoken or written, to
“induce cooperation” in an audience.

4) The purpose of rhetoric, inducing cooperation, involves more than mere
persuasion. Discourse, which affects an audience, has a rhetorical aim. Not all verbal
or written communication aims to create an effect in an audience. But when we use
language in formal ways, with the premeditated intention of changing attitudes or
behaviors, of explaining a subject matter, of expressing the self, or of calling attention
to a text which can be appreciated for its artistic merits, our purpose is rhetorical.

5) Rhetoric implies choices, for both the speaker or writer and the audience.
When we practice rhetoric we design the message, first by making decisions about our
subject, audience, point of view, and purpose. Then, we select our best ideas, the
best order in which to present them, and the best resources of language to express
them. In other words, we develop strategies for creating an effect in our audience.
However, the notion of choice carries with it an important ethical responsibility. Our
strategies must be reasonable and honest. Furthermore, the audience must have a
choice in responding to the message and must be able to adopt, modify, or reject the

message.

Exercises

Questions for discussion.

1. What is the relationship between rhetoric and oratory in history? Describe the
origin of western rhetoric.

2. Do you think that rhetoric is a neutral tool in human communication? Do you agree
that all discourses are persuasive?

3. What is your opinion of the five assumptions of rhetoric?



Chapter 2
Brief History of Western Rhetoric

2.1 Classical rhetoric (5th ¢. B.C.— 5thc. A.D.)

2.1.1 Ancient Greece and ancient Greek democracy

Ancient Greece was one of the largest contributors to present-day civilization.
Democracy, philosophy, astrology, biology, mathematics, physics, and the theatre
are only a few of its contributions to us. Words and thoughts from great men such as
Plato, Socrates, Pythagoras, and Aristotle are still taught in universities to this day.

The ancient Greeks ( mainly the Athenians) were a unique people. They
believed that individuals should be free as long as they acted within the laws of
Greece. This allowed them the opportunity to excel in any direction they chose.
Individuality was the basis of their society. The ability to strive for excellence was
what the Athenians dearly believed in. This strive for excellence was the method from
which they achieved great accomplishments.

Athens, where the Athenians lived, was the intellectual center of Greece. It was
named after Athena, the goddess of wisdom and the city’s patron. In 508 B. C. , the
city of Athens became one of the first polis, or one of the first city-states in ancient
times. The city-states at the time were small, independent communities which were
male-dominated and bound together by race. Originally the “polis” referred to a
defensible area to which farmers of a particular area could retreat in the event of an
attack. The citizens in any given polis were related to one another by blood and
family ties were very strong. As boys, they grew up together in schools, and as
men, they served side by side during times of war. They debated one another in
public assemblies — they elected one another as magistrates — they cast their votes as
jurors for or against their fellow citizens. In such a society of the polis, all citizens
were intimately and directly involved in politics, justice, military service, religious

ceremonies, intellectual discussion, athletics and artistic pursuits.



