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A figure of speech in which one thing is likened to another, in such a way as to clarify

and enhance an image. It is explicit comparison (as opposed to the metaphor where compar-
ison is implicit) recognizable by the use of words “like” or “as”.
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The cheque flbttered to the floor like a bird with a broken wing .

O College English . Book 1, Unit 3)
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Praise is like sunlight to the human spirit we cannot flower and grow without it.
O College English . Book 2, Unit 10)
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Under the bundle tottered the old woman, her face as white as a linen sheet .

(21t Century College English . Book 1. Unit 4)
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Wit without leaming is like a tree without fruit.
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Choose an author as you choose a friend.
goooon

Credit lost is like a Venice-glass broke.
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Use a book as a bee does flowers.
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Light as a breeze, soft as a cloud.
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Cool as a mountain stream. . . cool fresh Consulate.
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(as) blind as a bat 0000000000000
(as) cool as cucumber oooo

(as) cold as a marble oooo

(as) busy as a bee ooooQo &

(as) fim as a rock goog

(as) light as a feather oooo

(as) mute as an oyster w000

(as) strong as a horse oooo
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like a duck to water goood
like a hen on a hot griddle ooooooo
like a cat in a hole goood
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My handwriting looks as if a swarm of ants , escaping from an ink bottle . had
walked over a sheet of paper without wiping their legs .
O Sydney Smith [
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and the fattest woman I have ever seen in my life dozing in a straight-backed chair.
It was as if a sack of grain was supported by a matchbox .
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The dogs were in full cry, their noses down, their tails up, so close together that they
might have been one great yellow and white moving carpet .
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I see students taking premedical courses with joyless determination. They go off to their
labs as if they were going to the dentist.
(215t Century College English . Book 3. Unit 4)
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He was a beautiful horse that looked as though he had come out of a painting by Ve-
lasquez .
O Emest Hemingway o For Whom the Bell Tolls)
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Carlos Lehder was to cocaine transportation what Henry Ford was to cars.
O00-00000000000000000 -0000000000
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Judicious praise is f0 children what the sun is to flowers.
O Bovee)
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The pen is to a writer what the gun is to a fighter.
goooooooooo

Intellect is to the mind what sight is to the body .
0000d0o00dooooooooogo

000000000000 D000D0D000 do@MO 100 f@ OO A
does for Bwhat Cdoesfor D U0 0O whaa U0 DO UOOO0OOOOOOOO

Marx did for the development of society what Darwin did for the development of the
biology .
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What the blueprint is to the builder the outline is to the writer.
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What blood vessels are to a man’s body . that railways are to the country.
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What sculpture is to a block of marble, education is to the soul.
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What salt is to food, that wit and humour are to conversation and literature .
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Lear: that she may feel

How sharper than a serpent’s tooth it is

To have a thankless child! Away, awayD

(William Shakespeare: King Lear)
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A fool can no more see his own folly than he can see his ears.

(William M. Thackeray)
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We have no more right to consume happiness without producing it than to consume
wealth without producing it.

0 Bemard Shaw)
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Man cannot help craving for expression any more than birds can help singing .
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So she shows she seems the budding rose,

Yet sweeter far than is earthly flower. . .

(Robert Burns: A Red . Red RoseD
D000 O0+40 gdO0oOon
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A word and a stone let go cannot be recalled.
Jooooooooboooooooo
Love and cough can not be hid.
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Words and feather are tossed by the wind.
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Truth and roses have thoms about them.
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Kings and bears often worry their keepers.
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I compare his genius o a lightning flash.
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He treats his daughter as the apple in the eye.
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Samuel Johnson regarded a dictionary as a watch.
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Passions are liken’d best to floods and streams;

The shallow murmur, but the deep are dumb
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Sitting still, he might have been taken for a very pretty girl masquerading in male at-
tire, but when he moved, his little agility suggested a tame panther without the claws.

(Ethel Lilian Voynich: The Gadfly)
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Clan in his nightshirt, his neck poked forward, his back rounded, he resembled some



long white bird.
(John Galsworthy: The Man of Property)
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Webster’s New World Dictionary U [J U [J LA figure of speech containing an implied
comparison, in which a word or phrase ordinarily and primarily used of one thing is applied
toanother. 0000 0000000000000 0ODODOOOOOODOOOODOO
goobouduobobobouodoboooboobobuobobboooobuoboo
0000000000000 00000000OD  simile O O O Onetaphor O O
000 as, likeOOOOOODOOODOODOOOOOOOODOODOOOOODOO
000000000 metaphor 0 simile 0 000 M O 0000 a compressed
or condensed simile)” ] A Dictionary of Literary Terms [ metaphor 0 OO0 0 00 OO
A figure of speech in which one thing is described in terms of another. The basic figure in
poetry. A comparison is usually implicit; whereas in simile it is explicit.
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la. Life is like an isthmus between two etemnities. (simile
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1b. Life is an isthmus between two eternities. (metaphor)
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2a. Happiness is like sunshine- it is made up of very little beams. (simile)
godoobooouooooooboooog

2b. The sunshine of happiness is made up of very little beams. (metaphor)
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Police work on inner city streets is a domestic Vietnam . a dangerous no-win struggle
fought by confused , misdirected and unappreciated troops.
0 Gordon Witkin [
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For years her cries of “fish for sale” were in vain. She had no home, no family, no
friends — and her life was a basket of unsold fish.
(Humphrey Hawksley)
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This century. . .man has started to look into the working of that ofer, umversez ®Rich
is inside himself — the human brain .
U Isaac Asimov: What Is Intellfgence . Anyway)
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While most of us are only too ready to apply to others the cold wind of criticism . we
are somewhat reluctant to give our fellow the warm sunshine of praise .
(Janet Graham: The Profits of Praise)
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Benedick: Would you buy her, that you inquire after her?
Claudio: Can the world buy such a jewel?



(William Shakespeare: Much Ado about Nothing)
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Some books are to be fasted others to be swallowed and some few to be chewed and
digested
O Francisco Bacon: Of Study)
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lago: How poor are they that have not patience! What wound did ever heal but by
degrees U
(William Shakespeare: Othello U
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Beware of little expenses. A small leak will sink a great ship .
U Benjamin Franklin O
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U00000 metaphor D DO OOOOOO

To me the pageant of seasons is a thrilling and unending drama .
(Helen Keller: Three Days to See U
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Macbeth Out, out, brief candle!

Life is but a walking shadow . . .

(William Shakespeare: Macbeth[]
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All the world’s a stage . and all the men and women werely players.
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Money is a bottomless sea . in which honour, conscience, and truth may be drowned
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Habit is a cable . every day we weave thread, and soon we cannot break it.
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I fall upon the thorns of life U I bleed!
0ooooooooooooao
His eyes came out of his head like a prawn’s, and once more his moustache foamed up
against his breakwater of a nose.
(G. H. Vallins: Best English)
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The Dutchman was six-foot, a great red-faced, hot-tempered treckox of a man.
(Doris Lessing: In Pursuit of the English 0
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He nodded toward the comer to where the giant stood, his thick arms crossed on his
hogshead of a chest.
(Richard Connell: The Most Dangerous Game U
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.no one, least of all I, anticipated that my case would snowball into one of the



most famous trials in U. S. history.
(John Scopes: The Trial That Rocked the World)
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The street around the three-storey red brick law court sprouted with rickety stands sell-
ing hot dogs.
(Ibid. O
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Her hostility melted .
(21t Century College English Book 1, Unit 5)
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A modern Japanese woman, they say, instead of trying to enrich her inner self, is in a
mad scramble o ape anything that is new and foreign — fashions, cosmetics, hairdos,
rock-and-roll .

(Peiko Hatsumi: Japanese Women)
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He has the microwave smile that warms another person without heat.
O Time. October 29, 1979)
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I have got one of my Sahara thirsts on tonight.
(0. Henry: The Clarion Call U
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By this hour the volcanic fires of his nature had bumt down, and having drunk no
great quantity as yet he was inclined to acquiesce.
(Thomas Hardy)
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“Now what I want is, Facts. Teach these boys and girls nothing but Facts alone are
wanted in life. ” []

The speaker, and the school master, and the third grown person presents, all backed a
little, and swept with their eyes the inclined plane of little vessels then and there arranged
in order, ready to gave imperial gallons of facts poured into until they well full to the brim.

(Charles Dickens: Hard Times U
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The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and
tyrants. It is its natural manure.

(Thomas Jefferson)
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Books are the ever-burning lamps and accumulated wisdom.

(Stephen Butler Leacock O
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It’s the same with Negro in America. That shoe ... the white man’s system ... has
pinched and rubbed and squeezed his soul until it has almost destroyed him.
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If facts are the seeds that later produce knowledge and wisdom, then the emotions
and the impressions of the senses are the fertile soil in which the seeds must grow.
(21st Century College English . Book 3. Unit 3)
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It was the age of wisdom - it was the age of foolishness . it was the epoch of
belief ; it was the epoch of doubtfulness . it was the season of light - it was the season of
darkness - it was the spring of Hope . it was the winter of Despair.

(Charles Dickens: A Tale of Two Cities O
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By the time the trial began on July 10, our town of 1 500 people had taken on a circus
atmosphere .
(John Scopes: A Trial that Rocked the World )
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But although Malone had won the oratorical duel with Bryan.
0 Ibid.U
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Detroit hits a Roadblock .
Automen and consumers share the onus for a lack of small cars.
O Time. June 2, 1980)
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Is Tsingtao winning the cold war?
Tsingtao has taken the offensive and invaded Russian vodka strong-holds previously re-
garded as secure.

(Ad for Tsingtao vodka in New York Times Magazine ., March 23, 1980)
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...no one, least of all 1, anticipated that my case would snowball into one of the
most famous trials in U. S. history
(John Scopes : A Trial that Rocked the World)
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The street around the three-storey red brick law court sprouted with rickety stands sell-
ing hot dogs.
(Ibid. O
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A Dictionary of Literary Terms U U 0 U 0 0

The personification or embodiment of some quality or abstraction; the attribution of hu-

man qualities to inanimate objects.
Webster’s New World Dictionary 0 U 0 O O
A figure of speech in which a thing, quality, or idea is represented as a person.
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“Help, let me in, please let me in!”But the houses were cold ,closed, unfriendly
O College English , Book 2, Unit 7)
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