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A Detailed Study of Figures of Speech in English
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

SIMILE
METAPHOR
PERSONIFICATION
PLANTIFICATION
HYPALLAGE OR TRANSFERRED
EPITHET
SYNAESTHESIA
METONYMY
ALLUSION
EUPHEMISM
HYPERBOLE
UNDERSTATEMENT
SYNECDOCHE
IRONY
PunN
RHETORICAL REPETITION
SYLLEPSIS
ZEUGMA

18
34
46

54
65
77
93
109
131
142
156
178
189
201
213
224



18 CLIMAX 233
19 PARODY 245
258



That was one of the things he had saved to write with
in the morning at breakfast looking out the window
and seeing snow on the mountains in Bulgaria and

Nansen’s Secretary asking the old man if it were snow



and the old man looking at it and saying No that’ s not
snow. It’s too early for snow. And the Secretary re-
peating to the other girls. No you see. It’s not snow
and them all saying It’s not snow we were mistaken.
But it was the snow all right and he sent them on into it
when he evolved exchange of populations. And it was

snow they tramped along in until they died that winter.

The Snows of

Kilimanjaro Harry



climax repetition

1 TO _n

One word is too often profaned
For me to profane it

One feeling too falsely disdained
For thee to disdain it

One hope is too like despair

For prudence to smother

And pity from thee more dear

Than that from another.

Love






Mercury vapour produces a brilliant light that looks

white but is really a mixture of green and violet.

A Rose for Emily

She looked bloated like a body long submerged in mo-
tionless water and of that pallid hue. Her eyes lost in
the fatty ridges of her face looked like two small pieces
of coal pressed into a lump of dough as they moved from
one face to another while the visitors stated their er-

rand.



“ No thank you.” Paul moved to close the door

but Tony’s foot prevented him.

“ ”

Why you got someone in there
“ No I am not.”
Tony’s grin grew broader.” NO you're not are

you

What do you mean

I took her out Tuesday.”

So I don’t care.”

“ NO. No youdon’t do you ”

Simon Brett



“ Speech on Hitler’s Invasion of the U.S.S.R.”

We are resolved to destroy Hitler and every vestige of
the Nazi regime. From this nothing will turn us—noth-
ing. We will never parley we will never negotiate with
Hitler or any of his gang. We shall fight him by land
we shall fight him by sea we shall fight him in the air
until with God’s ...

repetition parallel structure

register varieties



alliteration
euphony
assonance
onomatopoeia
simile
like as
metaphor like

hypallage

plantification

as



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

allusion

personification

analogy

allegory

hyperbole

euphemism

periphrasis

litotes

oxymoron

irony

pun

antonomasia
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

synaesthesia

understatement

parody

synecdoche

syllepsis

zeugma

climax

anticlimax

metonymy

loose sentence



10.

periodic sentence

antithesis

parallelism

repetition

ellipsis

aposiopesis

inversion

rhetorical question

free indirect speech
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