





The renovation of the disused Qiangzi River started Tuesday. This is
another key project in Tianjin, which has great bearings on citizens’ daily
life. The municipal government called a mobilization meeting Tuesday af-
ternoon to make arrangements for the implementation of the renovation
plan and the organization of voluntary labor.

Mayor Li Shenglin attended the mobilization meeting. He had in-
spected the project on the spot with Vice Mayor Wang Dehui a few days
before and discussed with related departments on relevant affairs.

The disused Qiangzi River runs 4.8 kilometers from Balitai in the
west to South Jiefang Road in the east. In recent years, the polluted river
course coupled with the stagnant and stinking water, therefore has seri-
ously affected its surroundings as well as the living conditions of the
neighboring residents.

According to the renovation plan, water will be diveried from Haihe
River to wash the river channel. The dredging of the river bed and the
landscaping on the river side will make the stagnant water of Qiangzi River
clear and flow again, while the banks along the river will be greened and
take on a new look.

The whole project will be carried out in 3 steps, that is the dredging
and the washing of the river-bed, road repair and greening along the rive

banks. The project is estimated to be completed by the National Day.
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* * * *

Tuesday afternoon in Beijing Tianjin municipal Party Secretary Zhang
Lichang met with Edmund Ho Hau Wah, Chief executive of the Macao
Special Administrative Region, when they are both in Beijing attending
the meetings of the National People’ s Congress. In a friendly atmosphere
they had an in-depth discussion on accelerating the cooperation and ex-
change between the two sides.

Zhang Lichang said that Tianjin and Macao have carried out many
cooperation projects for a good few years, and the return of Macao to Chi-
na has especially brought more opportunities for our further cooperation.

Zhang Lichang added that the two sides have their respective advan-
tages. Tianjin boasts great strength of scientific personnel and manufactur-
ing scale and capacity as well as flourishing new industries. Macao is
blessed with a favorable location, and its highly developed primary indus-
try is an attraction to Tianjin’ s foreign trade business. We are fully confi-
dent in our development and prosperity through the advantage complement
between us two sides.

Edmund Ho Hau Wah said that as Tianjin is an economic center in
North China, Macao attaches great importance to its cooperation with
Tianjin. The government of Macao SAR encourages its enterprises to in-
vest in Tianjin and meanwhile it welcomes Tianjin entrepreneurs to go to
Macao for cooperation projects.

Edmund Ho Hau Wah also proposes a special organization to be set



up with a view to promoting the investment and cooperation between

Macao and Tianjin.
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* * * *

Chen Xingshen, a great master of mathematics in the world was en-
gaged as the honorary director of Tianjin Museum of Science and Technol-
ogy. Mayor Li Shenglin presented the letter of appointment to Prof. Chen
at the VIP room of the municipal government residence Tuesday moming.

Prof. Chen Xingshen is both an academician of the US Science
Academy and an academician with foreign nationality of Chinese Science
Academy. As a world famous geometrician in the 20th century, he has
made remarkable achievements in the study of integrated differential ge-

ometry and has thus influenced the general development of the mathemat-



ics study.

In 1984, the Ministry of Education engaged Prof. Chen as director of
the Mathematics Institute of Nankai University. Since then, he comes to
Tianjin every year from the US to take care of his work.

Prof. Chen has been showing great concem for Tianjin’ s develop-
ment and it was him who proposed that Tianjin should have a museum of
science and technology. In Oct. 1994, he visited the newly established
Tianjin Museum of Science and Technology.

Mayor Li Shenglin extended warm congratulations to Prof. Chen
Xingshen on his engagement. Li noted that Tianjin Museum of Science
and Technology is playing an important role in popularizing scientific
knowledge and fostering young talents. He believed that with the instruc-
tion and concem from Prof. Chen, the museum will further promote the
city’ s popular science undertakings.

Prof. Chen expressed his willingness to make greater efforts in mak-
ing Tianjin Museum of Science and Technology a national museum with
world advanced level, and said that he would do his best to help foster

talents of the younger generation.
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* * * *

On the morning of the 3rd, a forum was held in the city to mark the
80th anniversary of May 4th Movement. City leaders Zhang Lichang and
Li Shenglin were present at the forum together with youth representatives
of various nationalities from all walks of life.

Municipal leading officials cordially met the representatives of out-
standing youths before the forum. Zhang Lichang extended his greetings to
all the young people of the city and thanked them for their great contribu-
tion to Tianjin’ s construction and ethical and cultural progress. Zhang
Lichang also expressed his hope that the young people will be aware of
their historic mission, keep abreast of the times and foster brand-new and
practical ideas, so as to play a leading role in the invention practice in
their work, and make new contributions to accelerating Tianjin’ s develop-
ment..

Some of the advanced youth representatives also gave accounts of

their noble deeds and working experiences at the forum.
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* * * *

The regular deputy candidates to the city’ s Township People’ s
Congress had been picked up by the 14th of December.

According to the “Election Law” , which says that the list of regular
deputy candidates is to be posted for public attention in all the elections
districts 5 days before the actual election day, the names of TPC regular
deputy candidates were made public in the 5 620 election districts of the
city on the 14th. And the election date and places were once again an-
nounced at the same time.

In accordance with the stipulations of the “Election Law”, over
11 000 deputies are to be elected to the Township People’s Congresses of
the city.

The 215 township election committees picked up more than 17 000
people as regular deputy candidates, 1.5 times the number of TPC
deputies.

From the 15th, these regular deputy candidates have been organized
in various forms to meet with the electors or representative electors in all

the election districts to seek their opinions and suggestions.
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* * * *

The city’ s drug prohibition working meeting was held in the confer-
ence hall of the municipal govemment residence Thursday aftemoon. The
meeting summed up the city’ s drug prohibition work since 1997 and ana-
lyzed the current situation of anti-drug struggles. It also presented the
work agenda for the future period.

Deputy secretary of Municipal Party Committee and director of Tian-
jin Drug Prohibition Committee Song Pingshun attended the meeting and
delivered a speech. He pointed out that the drug problem is so serious in
China that it even affects the nation’ s prosperity and social stability. Song
Pingshun urged all the relevant departments to give it wider publicity a-
mong the citizens to raise their awareness against drug, and at the same
time, to include the anti-drug work into the city’ s agenda for economic
and social development. He also called on the units concerned to further
improve the working conditions. for the drug-fighters so as to achieve more

success in our anti-drug work.
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* * * *

The Publicity Department of CPC Central Committee, the Ministry of
Construction and Tianjin Municipal Party Committee jointly organized a
public lecture on Fan Yushu’ s meritorious deeds yesterday in Beijing.
Vice premier of the State Council Wen Jiabao was present at the lecture.

Fan Yushu is a project manager of the Third Construction Company
Ltd under Tianjin Construction Group. During the past 20 years, he has
organized and completed 18 projects with the total floorage of about
300 000 square meters. All these 18 projects have been appraised and
rated as quality projects and 2 of them have been granted the “Luban
Award”, which is the highest national award for the country’ s construc-
tion projects. State leading officials Jiang Zemin and Li Ruihuan have
highly praised him.

Fan Yushu’s lecture given on Monday was entitled “Be a trustworthy
constructor” which aroused enthusiastic responses and was warmly ap-
planded. In plain but vivid words, Fan Yushu told his stories of how to
be an honest person and how to construct buildings of high quality .

Vice premier Wen Jiabao and executive director of the Publicity De-
partment of the CPC Central Committee Liu Yunling made speeches after-
wards. They also spoke highly of Fan Yushu’ s meritorious deeds and
called on people from all walks of life, especially the construction sector,

to learn from him.

Before the public lecture, Wen Jiabao met with Fan Yushu and other



members of the lecture group and had a cordial talk with them
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* * * *

Mayor Li Shenglin recently made two trips to Tanggu to inspect the
recovery of caustic sludge. He urged all the related departments to make
joint efforts to speed up the recovery of caustic sludge. At the same time,
great efforts are required to control coal dust pollution so as to improve the
environment in Binhai coastal area in the shortest possible time.

Mayor Li Shenglin came to the caustic sludge mound near Tianjin
Soda Plant in Tanggu to see how the recovery of caustic sludge progressed
and leam the situation of pollution it caused. He also discussed these is-
sues with experts from relevant departments.

After that, he visited the Tanggu Administration of Land Planning
for a detailed inquiry about the program of residential areas’ construction
on land formerly occupied by caustic sludge, and the general plan for



Tanggu district’ s urban construction.

It is learnt that the recovery of caustic sludge in Tanggu has been
progressing rapidly. A total amount of 3.4 million cubic meters caustic
sludge has been disposed of this year.

Tianjin Soda Plant will introduce world-advanced equipment to thor-
oughly solve the caustic sludge problems.
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* * * *

Tianjin municipal government called a meeting Thursday aftemoon
on the city’ s intemational economic cooperation and foreign trade to sum
up the working experience in the sector this year and make arrangements
for the work in the year 2000.

Vice Mayor Wang Shuzu attended the meeting and delivered a
speech calling for greater efforts to open up for all round development.
The municipal government’s consultant on foreign trade and economic re-
lations Ye Disheng was also present at the meeting.

It was emphasized at the meeting that the foreign trade and economic

relations sector of Tianjin should take China’s entry WTO as a good op-



portunity for an all-round development in 21st century.

Ii is decided at the meeting that next year the foreign trade export
volume of Tianjin will reach $ 6.7 billion; the contracted direct foreign
fund utilization $ 3.5 billion and that to be actually used $ 2.5 billion.
And continuous efforts will be made to expand international economic and

technological cooperation, as well as the international tourism.
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* * * *

Secretary of Tianjin municipal party committee Zhang Lichang met
with Mongolian Prime Minister Amalzargala and his wife at Tianjin Guest-
house Sunday moming. Zhang extended his warm welcome to the guests.

The talk between the two sides was carried out in a cordial and
friendly atmosphere. Zhang Lichang said, on the occasion of the 50th an-
niversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and
Mongolia, we are very pleased to meet the Mongolian Prime Minister in
Tianjin. The friendly exchanges between Tianjin and Mongolia have a
long history. In 1992, Tianjin and Ulaan Baatar of Mongolia established
sister-city relationships. We hope that the visit by the Prime Minister will

promote the economic and commercial co-operation as well as the friendly



exchanges between Tianjin & Mongolia.

The Prime Minister showed his appreciation of the warm reception
given by Tianjin. He said, we have just visited Tianjin Harbour, Tianjin
Economic and Technological Development Area and the Bonded Zone,
and we were deeply impressed by their vigorous development. From the
progress of Tianjin, we can see the success of China’ s opening up policy.
He expressed his hope that the relationship between Tianjin and Ulaan
Baatar will be further improved so as to push the economic & commercial

co-operation between the two sides to a new level.
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* * * *

On Wednesday, Tianjin municipal government engaged 3 first-class
experts in environmental protection from Germany, England and Japan as
the first-batch of foreign hi-tech consultants. Mayor Li Shenglin issued

letters of appointment to them. Before issuing the letters of appointment,



Li Shenglin and other officials met with these three experts. On behalf of
the municipal govemment, Li Shenglin extended his welcome to the guests
and said that Tianjin has adopted the strategy to invigorate the city
through science and education. However, the development of hi-tech re-
lies on qualified personnel. Tianjin pays great attention to the training of
its bright people and at the same time attaches importance to learing from
and introducing foreign advanced technology. These three experts have
made outstanding achievements in the fields of environmental protection
and have special knowledge on how to solve red tide, air pollution and
sewage treatment. Li hoped that they will put forward their suggestions

and advice for the development of Tianjin.
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* * * *

On Thursday, Mayor Li Shenglin went down to the grass-roots units
1o inspect the work on Tianjin residents’ daily life in winter. He
stressed, during the fnspection, that the govemments and depariments at
all levels should give priority to the heating problem and take effective
measures to solve the problems in residents’ daily life.

On Thursday moming, mayor Li Shenglin, vice mayor Wang Dehui



and other leaders from related departments came to Suntai Coal Store of
Dagiac road, Hedong district and the central debugging office of Tianjin
Heat and Power Co. They inspected the work on coal supply and heating.
Li Shenglin and others then made an inspection on the heating in Chang-
shouli, Heping district and the heating station of Tiyuanbei, Hexi dis-
trict. Li Shenglin pointed out that the municipal government is planning to
solve the heating problem in the urban residential quarters within three
years, providing central heating service to over 70% of the urban resi-
dents. The project will be carried out next year. When the project is
completed, it will greatly improve the atmospheric environment and living
conditions of the city. Now, we should mobilize the whole city to make ev-
ery possible effort to realize the goal.
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* * * *

On Wednesday moming, leading officials from Tianjin municipal

party committee, municipal people’s congress, municipal govemment and



CPPCC Tianjin Committee held a talk with Shanghai delegation on
strengthening the exchanges and cooperation between Tianjin and Shang-
hai.

Shanghai leading officials Huang Ju, Xu Kuangdi, Chen Tiedi and
Wang Lijun and leaders from Tianjin Zhang Lichang, Li Shenglin, Fang
Fengyou and Liu Fengyan were present at the meeting. Zhang Lichang
presided over the meeting and spoke first. He extended his warm welcome
to the guests and expressed heartfelt thanks for Shanghai’s great support
to Tianjin. Zhang Lichang said, since the founding of the People’ s Re-
public, especially since the implementation of opening policy, Shanghai
has made remarkable achievements that have attracted the attention of the
world. In the 1990’ s, Shanghai seized the historic opportunity to develop
and open up Pud(;ng. Shanghai has developed into a huge metropolis with
Chinese characteristics. Tianjin municipal party committee and Tianjin
municipal government have been closely watching Shanghai’ s develop-
ment. We will learsn from Shanghai and draw on its experience to speed
up Tianjin’ s development. In his speech, Huang Ju expressed his thanks
to Tianjin for its support to Shanghai in economic construction and social
development over the years and his appreciation of the warm reception ac-
corded to the delegation. He said, there are many similarities between
Shanghai and Tianjin. Shanghai and Tianjin are all important comprehen-
sive open cities in the eastern coast of China, and we have similar geo-
graphic locations. In the next century, we should intensity the exchanges
and cooperations between us so as to achieve common development and
prosperity . Tianjin mayor Li Shenglin briefed the guests on Tianjin’ s ma-
jor developments, especially shabby house renovation, transformation of
stateowned enterprises and construction of New Binhai District. Mayor of
Shanghai Xu Kuangdi briefly talked about Shanghai’s industrial structure

readjustment, efforts to open wider to the outside, utilization of foreign



