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Introduction






The Culture and History
of English-Language News

Shantou University journalism students conduct interview for TV class.
Photo Leung Saikit

Pre-Reading Discussion Questions

What is the job of the journalist Is it the same in every country or
does it differ from country to country Give examples to support your an-
swer.



10.

11.

. World Trade Organization n.

— an organization that deals with the issues and rules of trade
between countries

. free-market economy

— an economy driven by the economic forces of supply and de-
mand

. Obvious adj.

— clear something that everyone knows

. significantly adyv.

— very important having meaning
potential adj. & n.
— possible can also refer to someone’s possible ability

. assumption n.

— an idea that people believe but that has not necessarily been
proven

. word-of-mouth n. phrase

— the passing of information verbally from one person to the
next

. Revolutionary War

— late 18th Century war between England and America by which
America gained its independence

First Amendment

— a part of the Bill of Rights that gives Americans the freedom
to speak their opinions to practice religion freely and to pub-
lish news freely

Bill of Rights

— a part of the American constitution that gives people certain
rights that the government cannot take away

abridging v.

— shortening or changing




Introduction Why Study English-Language
Journalism

It is an exciting time to study journalism in China. So much is happening
now and so many stories need to be told. These stories come from everywhere
from the arenas of sports and politics to the fields of economics and science.
The Chinese Olympic team had its best performance in 2004 winning 32 gold
medals. In 2008 Beijing will host the next Olympic Games. China is now part
of the and its economy grows by a large percent-
age every year. Increasingly the world’s eyes are on China as a country of
growing global importance.

China as every country does also faces many challenges. It is home to
about 1 billion 300 million people. How will it meet the needs of its people
What will be the effects of continuing population growth on its environment
How is China making the change to a What effect is
that having on people In what direction is China headed politically

All these questions are starting points for stories. Journalists take these im-
portant questions and try to answer them in articles radio and television shows
or film and video stories. These stories of course then affect the way people
think about the country. And we have only mentioned the and predicta-
ble stories. In a country of more than 1.3 billion people how many stories are
missed

You will be the next generation of Chinese reporters with stories to tell the
world. People the world over want to know more about China and Chinese life.
Who better to tell them than Chinese people This book aims to help you tell
these stories in the world’s international language English. Experts estimate
that the number of non-native English learners may reach 2 billion people in the
next decade. This figure means a huge number of English news read-
ers. Because of this it is crucial to be able to write well and tell stories effec-
tively in English.

This will not be easy. You probably already know how different Chinese
and English are as languages. Writing in a second language is challenging. The
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ways of thinking in China and in western countries are often different because of
differences in language and culture. Since mass media writing is in some
ways a method of expressing a society’s thoughts it follows that styles of
news writing in China and countries like mine the United States would be dif-
ferent too.

I believe a good place to start learning about English-language news writ-
ing and reporting is to talk about cultural By this I mean the be-
liefs we carry with us that we do not even question beliefs that come from
growing up in a specific culture. When we grow up in our own country and cul-
ture it is hard to see outside it. We may assume that whatever we learn about
what is right or wrong good or bad or safe or dangerous is true for the whole
world. However when we visit another country we may quickly realize that
the things that we thought were true for everyone might really be true only for
our own country and society.

To begin thinking like an English-language journalist let us try to explore
some of the cultural assumptions behind English-language news as it is practiced
in the United States.

Five people pile into a motorcycle carriage. Shantou’s local government re-
cently banned this type of transportation for safety reasons.
Photo Leung Saikit



Pre-Reading Discussion Questions

What are the cultural assumptions behind English language news writ-
ing especially as it is practiced in the United States What are some of the
values that English-language journalists share when they aspire to interna-
tional professional standards What historical factors influence the way they
think  How do these influences affect news reporting and writing What are
the similarities and differences between Chinese-language news writing and

English-language news writing
Cultural Assumptions

Coming up with answers for those pre-reading discussion questions will put
you on the track to thinking like an English-language journalist.

Many assumptions influence English-language news as it is written and re-
ported in the United States. Many reasons account for these assumptions. One
is the culture in which journalists come of age. Another is the way they are edu-
cated. One more is the influence of national history on the way they think.

A good place to begin learning about these assumptions is to study the his-
tory of the media in America. Changes in western society culture and law in
the last few hundred years brought changes in the way people thought. These

changes in turn influenced the way people shared and published information.

Changes in the Press and What People Came to
Believe

Before newspapers and magazines became common people around the
world received their news in similar ways — by songs letters or

In the West news began to be published on a regular basis during the

Roman Empire more than 2 000 years ago. Then with the development of the

mechanical printing press in Germany in 1456 it became easier to print and dis-
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tribute information cheaply and more widely. Publications including stories
literature and news became easier for more people to get.

But newspapers and magazines as we know them today did not appear right
away. In Europe before newspapers there were corantos or short publica-
tions made only when something important occurred. In 1666 the London Ga-
zette became the first regularly published newspaper. For many years it was
the only newspaper officially allowed by the British government.

In fact at that time in Europe publishing was tightly controlled by gov-
ernments “ freedom of the press” did not exist. Particularly after the invention
of the printing press governments feared publications and the threat that widely
distributed information posed to people in power. Newspapers therefore were
controlled through a licensing system. Governments decided who could publish
and what they could publish. Some famous thinkers and writers of the time op-
posed such controls and pushed for more freedom to publish their work.

In America the movement toward independence from Britain influenced
the way the press developed. The first newspaper published in America in
1690 called Publick Occurrences was quickly shut down by British authorities
and its publisher arrested. By the time of the about 80
years later about two dozen newspapers existed across the American colonies.
These papers’ editorials advised Americans to form their own country rather
than stay part of England. The people who then formed the new American gov-
ernment had suffered from the inability to freely publish what they wanted.
When they came to power they wanted to make sure citizens of the new coun-
try would not suffer as they had. The new constitution they wrote established a
significant set of rights in the American Constitution. One of these rights was
the protection of press freedom.

The in the is one of the most important
statements in American history. It reads in part

Congress shall make no law ... the freedom of

speech or of the press ...



