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Unit 1 Chinese Affairs |

o

Leaders highlight common interests
President Hu Jintao and his US counterpart George W. Bush
yesterday highlighted common interests and areas for co-operation
to keep Sino-US on track.
(China Daily, Nov. 21,2005)
China Faults Workers for Gas Accident



China said that negligence by gas-well workers was responsible
for an accident that spewed toxic fumes over villages in southeast
China and killed 233 people.

(the New York Times, Jan. 3,2004)
Democrats plan to air (to make known) ads across more states

WASHINGTON — With the first 2004 presidential contests

just weeks away, several Democratic candidates are expanding their

television advertising to states . ...

(the Boston Global , Jan. 1,2004)

b A

, be to do , be .
In agreement with South Korea, US to move troops from Seoul
WASHINGTON — The United States and South Korea
reached a formal agreement on Friday on a plan to move all Ameri-
can military forces. . ..
(China Daily, July 24, 2004)
4. Satellites to“improve forecasting”
The first of four weather satellites to be launched before 2013
could go into orbit next year, a weather official said yesterday.
(China Daily, Nov. 21, 2005)

o be o
Exploding Tourism Eroding China’s Riches
DUNHUANG, China — For the growing army of middle class
Chinese with a little extra money to spend, touring their country

« 2.
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has become almost as natural as breathing. Both activities, it turns

out, are harming the ancient Buddhist grottoes . . ..

4.

) be .
Copter Chelicopter ) shot down in Iraq
BAGHDAD — Insurgents shot down a US helicopter west of
Baghdad on Friday . ...
(USA Today, Oct. 23, 2002)
Bus blast in Israel condemned
Foreign Minister spokesman Liu Jianchao said yesterday that
China strongly condemns the Monday bus blast in northern Israel
that killed 14 people . ...
(China Daily, Oct. 23,2002)

NZI_LIE

Shenzhou V[ set to blast off today

Two astronauts chosen; preparations going well for 2nd manned
mission
10 12 “ ”»

’ o

By Zhao Huaxin



After months of anticipation and speculation, it’ s official:
Two Chinese astronauts are scheduled to start orbiting the earth
aboard the Shenzhou V| spacecraft this morning.

The spacecraft will blast off from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch
Centre in Northwest China’s Gansu Province for “multiple days of
flights,” the headquarters of China’s manned space programme an-
nounced yesterday in a brief statement on China’s second manned
mission.

“Preparations for the launch are going well,” the statement
quoted an unidentified official as saying.

After a rigorous screening process from a poll of former
fighter-jet pilots, two astronauts have been chosen for today’s mis-
sion, the official said, but did not reveal their identities or when
Shenzhou VI will return.

In Jiuquan yesterday, six astronaut candidates made a public
appearance at a press conference. Among them were the pair of Fei
Junlong and Nie Haisheng, both in their 40s and reported to be
favorites for the mission.

“We have the confidence and ability to fulfill this glorious
task. Our only wish is to make the mission a complete success,”
Fei said while Nie added: “Life in space is full of mysteries. ”

Earlier reports said that if all goes according to plan, the
spacecraft would touch down at the main landing field in the central
part of Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region in five days.

In addition to learning more about manned space flights, the
mission will conduct scientific experiments, including those “invol-
ving human participation”, Wang Yongzhi, chief designer of
China’s manned spaceflight programme, said yesterday.

China first astronaut Yang Liwei was confined to his seat in

o 4o



Cniz 1 Chinese Af farrs | \9\%

the re-entry module for the 21-hour flight two years ago, meaning
the experiments conducted then were without human participation.
On Shenzhou VI, however, the astronauts can move from the
spaceship’s re-entry module to the orbital module to do scientific
tests.

“The mission holds out the promise of making more discove-
ries,” Wang said in Jiuquan, adding that China’s space programme
was developed for peaceful use of space resources.

Xu Dazhe, deputy chief of the China Space and Technology
Group, said yesterday: “We are willing to co-operate with other
countries in conducting research activities and exploring space
resources for the benefit of mankind. ”

With the Shenzhou V] mission, scientists expect to make fur-
ther improvements based on the evaluation of the performance of
various parts of the current craft, Wang said.

The Shenzhou V] has been made more comfortable and human-
friendly compared with the country’s first manned spacecraft,
where Yang could only nap, and snack on specially-prepared food.

This time, a food heater, dishware and a sleeping bag are
available in the orbital module. An excrement-collecting facility is
being used for the first time, according to Zhang Bainan, chief
designer of the spacecraft system.

In addition, the black box of Shenzhou V[ is 100 times larger
in storage capacity, 10 times quicker in information writing and
reading, but only half the size of the previous version.

Spending on Shenzhou series has reached roughly 19 billion
yuan (US $ 2.3 billion), less than 10 per cent of the annual
spending on space programmes in the United States, Pan Houren,
a researcher with the Space Science and Application Institute of the

e 5 .



Chinese Academy of Sciences, said yesterday.

(China Daily , Oct. 12, 2005)
New Words and Pharses

blast off v. launch (a spacecraft)

speculation n. consideration and formation of opinions
multiple n. having many parts or elements
rigorous a. stern, strict, severe ; ;
unidentified a.

make a public appearance show themselves publicly
press conference

confine v. (to sth. ) keep or hold, restrict, within limits ;
re-entry module ( )

evaluation n. deciding the amount or value ;

snack n. light usu hurriedly eaten meal

orbital module ( )

excrement-collecting facility

previous a. coming earlier in time or order
Proper Names

the Shenzhou V[ spacecraft « ”

the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre

Fei Junlong ( )

Nie Haisheng ( )

the Space Science and Application Institute of the Chinese

Academy of Sciences
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Background Information

the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre

(JSLO) ,
, 1958 .
(LEO) (SSO)
210 (
) ,
Fei Junlong
, ,1965 5 ,1982 6 ,1985
5 b b
o ; 1 790 ,
. 2005 6 “ 7
Nie Haisheng
, ,1964 9 ,1983 6 , 1986
12 , ,
o ) 1 480 ,
. 1998 1 .
. 2005 6 “ ?



“Shenzhou V| set to blast off today”
zhou V] has been set to blast off today”,

1

(when)
(what) .
2
(where) ,
3
4 ~ 6
8§ ~ 9
10 ~ 11
12 ~ 15
16 “ ”

“ ”» (

Exercises

”

Exercise A Questions for Reflection and Discussion

Discuss in groups and then write down your answers.

“Shen-

(who)
,’)

1. Where would Shenzhou V] land when it returned to the earth if

.8 .
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all went well according to plan

Was it revealed, at the press conference just the day before
launching, when the spacecraft would touch down

Why do you think Shenzhou V[ has been advanced compared
with the previous one

Is it possible, you think, that in China tourists will be taken

into outer space in the near future

Exercise B Practice

According to the rule of headings, rewrite the following news

headings.

1.

2.

3.

Qing Dynasty vast is expected to fetch record price

(An ancient vase with a floor price of HK 90 million is expected
to set a world record for a piece of Chinese art at an upcoming
auction in Hong Kong. )

CPC set blueprint for next five years

(A development roadmap for the next five years which aims to
raise the living standards of the people was proposed yesterday
by the Communist Party of China after concluding a key four-
day meeting. )

China welcomed Merkel’s victor

(China extended congratulations yesterday to German conserva-
tive leader Angela Merkel on her first victory in becoming Ger-
many > s first woman chancellor in a grand coalition
government. )

Anti-war mum was arrested in Washington

(Cindy Sheehan, the American woman who has used her son’s
death in Iraq to spur theanti-war movement, was arrested on

Monday while protesting outside the White House. )



5. Australia is to impose “draconian” laws
(Australia is to impose “draconian” counter-terrorism laws after
state and territory leaders agreed yesterday to wide-ranging
security proposal made by Prime Minister John Howard in the
wake of the London bombings. )

6. China is considering letting foreign banks operate on trial basis
(China is considering letting some foreign banks do business in a
district near Shanghai on trial basis as a possible first step to-
ward opening its banking market to outsiders, a senior official

said Thursday. )

NZLLIS E

Leaders highlight common interests

Concerns will be addressed through mutual respect and
consultation

11 19 ., 11 20

By Xing Zhigang

President Hu Jintao and his US counterpart George W. Bush
yesterday highlighted common interests and areas for co-operation
to keep Sino-US on track.

As a sign of his positive attitude towards bilateral ties, Bush
praised China for holding the Six-Party Talks on denuclearizing the
Korean Peninsula, co-operation in the war on terror as well as its
role in controlling bird flu.

While acknowledging differences between their countries, the
two leaders pledged to address each other’ s concerns through

.10 -
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mutual respect and consultation.

“We both believe sustainable, healthy and stable development
of Sino-US ties conforms to the common aspiration of our two
peoples,” Hu said following a two-hour meeting with Bush in the
Great Hall of the People.

Bush described bilateral ties as “very important,” saying both
nations share many common opportunities and challenges in the
21st century.

He expressed his hope to “continue our dialogue on how to
make our relations as open and constructive for people in both our
countries. ”

Bush flew in from the Republic of Korea on Saturday for his
third visit to China since taking office in 2001.

Following their talks, which the two leaders called “construc-
tive, friendly and candid,” Hu told a joint news conference that the
two countries agreed to shoulder their common responsibility and
strengthen co-operation on a wide range of international regional is-
sues.

They include UN reforms, development issues, the war on
terror, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, potential in-
ternational and regional flashpoints, natural disasters and the
spread of such contagious epidemics as bird flu.

Agreements signed

The agreements signed yesterday include a joint memorandum
of understanding on an initiative for a mega port and a joint-action
call for preventing bird flu amid fears of a global pandemic.

The two leaders also agreed to pursue joint efforts to end the
nuclear standoff on the Korean Peninsula through the Six-Party
Talks, Hu noted.

o 11 .



Bush praised China for playing a leading role in the talks, say-
ing both the US and China want “a Korean Peninsula that is stable,
peaceful and free of nuclear weapons. ”

Hu stressed that China would work together with the United
States to resolve growing trade fictions and crack down on intellec-
tual property rights (IPR) violations.

He also vowed to unswervingly press ahead with exchange rate
reform for the renminbi on the principle of benefiting not only
China but also the world at large.

Bush said the United States and China are important trading
partners while stressing that both gained from a system of free and
fair trade.

Trade has proved to be one of the most frequent sources of dis-
putes between the two countries as Washington said its trade deficit
with Beijing is expected to exceed US $ 200 billion this year.

The Taiwan question

On the Taiwan question, Hu said Beijing will “do our utmost
with all sincerity to strive for the prospect of a peaceful reunifi-
cation of our country.”

“That being said, we will by no means tolerate ‘ Taiwan inde-
pendence’,” he said, with Bush standing next to him.

The Chinese leader expressed his appreciation for Bush’ s
stated opposition to “Taiwan independence” and his commitment to
abiding by the one-China policy.

He assured Bush that China would stick to the road of peaceful
development while developing democratic politics with Chinese
characteristics and raising the level of human rights enjoyed by the
Chinese people.

Bush said it is important that social, political and religious

e 12 o
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freedom grows in China and Washington will “encourage China to
continue making the historic transition to greater freedom.”
Bush also met Premier Wen Jiabao yesterday.
(China Daily, Nov. 21, 2005)

New Words and Phrases

counterpart n. person or thing exactly like, or closely corre-
sponding to, another ; ,

highlight wt. give prominence or emphasis to ; ;

keep sth. on track

denuclearize wt.

bird flu ».

pledge vt. give; engage; make an undertaking (to do sth.)
consultation n. ;

sustainable a. ; ;

conform v. (to sth.) be in agreement with; comply with ,

’

take office ,

candid a. (with sb.) frank, straight-forward ,
proliferation n. .

flashpoint n. ¢ ) ;[ J¢ )

contagious a. ( ) 5 ( )

epidemic n. ;

trade fiction n.

intellectual property right n.

violation n. ; ;

vow v. promise or declare solemnly ;



sincerity n. the quality of being sincere; honesty ;

strive for sth. make great efforts ;
reunification n.

abide by v. be faithful to; keep ¢ ) ;
Proper Names

Hu Jingtao
George W. Bush c W
Wen Jiabao

Background Information

Hu Jingtao
,1942 12 . 1964

George W. Bush

. ,1946 )
. 1968 . 1968—1973
. 1975
. 1975—1986
» 1994—2000 , 2001 43
C 54 ,2004 11 , 2005 1
55 o
the Republic of Korea
1 s \ N o
7 . o 10 ,
. 14 , , . 1910 8
, 1945 8 15 o PN
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