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INTRODUCTION:
THE NEW WORD REVOLUTION

THE DIGITAL REVOLUTION istheradica reshaping and
restructuring of social patterns caused by digital technology . As
Wired magazine said:* From Wall Street to Hollywood, from
Madison Avenue to the White House, from Moscow to Main
Street, the most powerful force shaping our world today is not
ideology or armies, it s the merger of computing, communica-
tion, and the mediathat s come to be known as the Digital Revo-
lution ”

THE NEW WORD REVOLUTION is the radical explosion
of new words and terminology created by the Digital Revolution
which includes: new technology, the Internet, popular culture,
youth slang, and new terms from hundreds of other fields . For
over a decade at Holley International, we ve been tracking, col-
lecting, and identifying these neologisms .

Because of the rapid spread of THE NEW WORD REVO-
LUTION in the 1990s, America is speaking a whole new lan-
guage . Obsessed by careers, wired to the Web and bombarded
by news, Americans are imbuing the English language with new
words and slang inspired by the work places and high technolo-
gy . For example, & cube farm” is an office where rows of cubi-
cles take the place of private offices .

The most interesting trend in this powerful movement is the
replacing of old slang terms with new ones . For example, a decade
ago, a dightly distracted person may have been called an arhead, or

“ out to lunch” .But today hed be called & 404" .( 404" isfrom the
Web message that means a document couldn t be found; there s noth-
ing there.) Likewise, in the1970s, a person who was a fanatical run-
ner may have been called & hedth nut ’ Today such aperson would
be called & body naza ’ (See pagel )



Delta

¥ 3

25

21

21



INTRODUCTION: THE NEW WORD REVOLUTION

Languages are living things with words constantly coming
and going . Never before in history has the world seen such an
overwhelming onslaught of new terminology to learn . New words
and meanings keep the English language in a state of constant flux
and continuous change . Don t let your vocabulary become obsolete .
Everything you need to know about the Digital Revolution can be
found i THE NEW WORD REVOLUTION" .

In The 500 -Year Delta, authors Jm Taylor and Watts
Wacker wrote:* The ability to learn a new language everyday is
of utmost importance, because as distinctions between national
tongues die out, a new vocabulary is being born at a staggering
rate—already roughly ¥ 3 of the words in any standard dictiona-
ry are less than 25 years old ! A keen ear for idiom and a knack
for coining phrases, has become the currency of modern-day
Imagineering

T his book is aspecial categorized guide to the most powerful
and essential terms and slang that are fueling THE NEW WORD
REVOLUTION . This is a user s (insider s) guide to entering

the 21" century . No one is prepared to communicate in the 2000s
without having read this book .

In a new book called Trends 2000 , it says that the United
States will continue to be the world leader in hardware and soft-
ware development beyond the foreseeable future. This domi-
nance will oblige the rest of the world to communicate it cyber-
English ” And in this book you Il find all the most important
new words floating in cyber space .

Alan Kay once said,” The best way to predict the future is
toinvent it ” Well, the explosion of new words is shaping a
whole new road to the 21° century . And more often than not,
the future is happening now!






INTRODUCTION: THE NEW WORD REVOLUTION

Most humans communicate best through words . New words
go along with our changing society and actually provide us with
more ways and options to express ourselves. Our persond
vocabulary becomes richer and more valuable with each new
word we learn !

Embrace the NEW WORD REVOLUTION by visiting
bookstores and libraries, by listening to the radio, by watching
news programs and movies, and by reading newspapers and mag-
azines . Now turn the page and join THE NEW WORD REVO-
LUTION !

— Shawn Holley
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15 minutes of fane (From Andy Warhol s famous quoté In the
future, everyone will be famous for 15 minutes ”) A brief
time in a person s life when they have publicity or recogni-
tion, especially by the news media. (Also written fifteen
minutes of fame )

24-7 Short for 24 hours aday, 7 days a week; all the time.

* | ve been studying for the exam 24-7 for two weeks now .

40 oz .malt liguor A liquor that boasts a higher alcohol content
than beer, as well as a sweeter taste and economical pricet-
ag . Popular brands include St . Ides, Colt 45, Old English
and PowerMaster .

404 Someone who sclueless . (From the World Wide Web error
message’ 404 Not Found,” meaning that the requested doc-
ument could not be located . )

*“ Dont bother asking her, shes404, man

411 The latest information of gossip .

* What sthe 411 on Bob and Rhonda ?

ableism Discrimination in favor of the able-bodied .

* Asthe workforce ages, many peoplein the 50s are beginning
toworry that the concept of _bleism s going to work against
them .

abortion clinic violence The rash of death threats, phony mal-
practice suits, harassment, blockades, and even firebomb-
ing tactics against abortion clinics in the 1990s .T he violence
has even escaated into the murders of several abortion doc-
tors and clinic workers .

add-in n A component added to a computer in order to give it
expanded capabilities .
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adhocracy Organization without structure .

* Adhocracies ave long been used by creative enterprises such
as film studios, to produce a steady flow of various prod-
ucts . Start-up software companies are a classic example of

dhocracies .

adminisphere The organizational layers beginning just above the
rank and file .

* Decisions from the _dminisphere re often inappropriate to
the problems they were designed to solve .

advocacy journalism  Journalism in which the writer or publica-
tion promotes a certain cause .

affluenza A term used to describe the guilt and lack of motiva-
tion felt by wealthy people—esp . those who inherited it or
who feel they earn more than they are worth .

aficionado  An enthusiastic follower; afan .

aficionado An ardent fan; enthusiast .

* Areyou a cigar _ficionado?

Afrocentrism A philosophy which argues that African-A merican
identity must be rooted in the African origins of black peo-
ple. The movement was spawned by the 1987 book The
Afrocentric Idea by Molefi Kete Asante and builds on the
black nationalism of the 1960s .

air guitar An imaginary guitar played by an entertainer, typi-
cally with wild, exaggerated movements .

* Bobby s gonna do an _ir_qguitar outine down at the club
tonight .

air kiss A pursing of thelipsin apretended kiss, as when part-
ing on the telephone or touching cheeks in greeting .

* Aunt Connie gave me an _ir_kiss nd then walked down the
ramp into the plane.
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amateur porn

alien abduction  The experience or near-experience of being
abducted by alien lifeforms. A whopping 5 million
A mericans have reported experiencing this phenomenon ac-
cording toa1994 poll in TIME magazine . The current fasci-
nation can be traced back to the 1981 horror novel®* The
Hunger” . The X-Files TV series has helped to popularize
the phenomenon of alien abduction .

allianceware 1) A term used to describe products that result
when two companies work together to develop them .
2) Products that are created when two competing companies
join forces .

Alpha Geek The most technically proficient person in an office
or work group .

alternative medicine A genera term for holistic medical treat-
ments and prevention not traditionally administered or sanc-
tioned by a doctor, ranging from acupuncture to homeopa-
thy to visualization therapy . In 1992, the National Institutes
of Health established the Office of Alternative M edicine .

alternative A 1990s term for counterculture, often of a non-op-
positiona nature. The current use of* alternative’ in the
musid youth culture world originated in the late-709 early-
80s, when it described the strain of post-punk music culti-
vated by college radio stations .

amateur porn A trend of homemade sex tapes spawned by the
camcorder revolution . By 1991 there were more than 50
companies buying up homemade porno videos for between

250 and 2,500 and reselling them in an underground

business worth an estimated 3 billion .
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