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CHAPTER ONE DICTION
( )

(1)
(2) : : ,
(3) : :
. THE CHOICE OF WORDS ( )
1 . Denotation and Connotation( )
( ) :
Example 1

The word® home’ is defined as a house, an apartment or other place of residence’ (de-
notation) by The Random House Dictionary . Meanwhile,it reminds us of childhood, family,

and gives us a sense of belonging and other comforting thoughts (connotation) .

2 . Synonyms ( )
(1) What are Synonyms ( )

Example 2

The words' homé' * family” ,* house’” and‘ flat/ apartment” have nearly the same de-
notation and may all be translated intd ” in Chinese, but their connotations are quite dif-
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ferent * Home” refers to both the atmosphere and belongingsof & 7 ;* family” to the peo-
ple; whil¢ house” and’ flat apartment” refer to the places of living . Of the latter two, a
“ hous€’ is usualy a low-storied building, owned by someone; but af apartment” is a high-
storied building, used to rent to people for temporary living .
(2) How to Distinguish Between and How to Use Synonyms ( )

Example 3

Thewords object” * oppose’ and resist” are verbs that all have the meaning of* being
against” "), but the degree and the objects they* are against” are different © Object”
refers td" being against” someone, or something general; for example; Do you object to my
smoking here? Asfor oppose , the attitude and the objects it is against are more serious;

for example, We oppose colonism " or* I' m opposed to that plan "“ Resist” means to op-

pose, stand or fight against by force; for example,“ They resisted the enemy’ s attack ”
Example 4

BotH envious' and‘ jealous” have the meaning of* wanting to get what someone el se
has’ , but' envious’ is commendatory;“ jealous’ is derogatory, according to Longman Dic-
tionary of Contemporary English . If one is' envious’ of a person, one envies the person’ s

luck, possessions or qualities .That is one wishes one had those things; for example,“ She
was envious of her sister’ s beauty ” If oneis jealous’ , one hates the lucky person who has
received something that should have been given to oneself . It is a stronger and more unpleas-
ant feeling; for example,” He was jealous when he discovered that sheloved someone else

Example 5

If you are asked to choose the best synonym for the underlined word in the following
sentence, which word will you choose ?

It will take time to develop alternative energy sources .

A . renewable B . different C . various D . other

The word aternativé’ means one (of two things) that may be used instead of anoth-
er’ (Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English) . According to the dictionary meaning,
the choice of* different” or* various’ , especialy other”, seems proper, but to the context
of this sentence, only* renewable” is right . Because it is known that the present energy
sources will be used up one day, people must develop other new kinds of energy sources .
The word® renewable€ has the meaning of* replacing something old or used up with some-
thing new of the same kind” (Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English), so it is the

best choice .
- 2



. THE USE OF WORDS ( )

1 . Specific and Concrete Words( )

Example 6

“ Laugh” and" cry’ are the two verbs that are used to describe people s different expres-
sions . In this case, the word laugh” is a specific word; but it isgenera, compared with the

following words:* smilé * chuckle * giggle€ ) chortle” ,“ titter” ,“ snigger” ,* grin” and
“ guffaw” .

Example 7

General: Tim was full of sympathy for Jane .
Specific: He smiled at Jane and her baby He let the baby shake his finger and seemed as
though he would like to go on talking .

2 . Common Mistakes in Grammar ( )

(1) Subject Does not Match Predicate ( )

: , ( - ics
) ; (  everyone, something, few )

Example 8

1) A box of eggs (are, is) on the table .

2) Optics (is, are) the scientific study of light .

3) Few (get, gets) rich; many remain poor .

(2) Misuse of Adjectives or Adverbs ( )

Example 9

1) Hedid not give (much information, many informations) about the accident .

2) You have certainly done (well, good) in finishing your paper this time .



3) Fortunately, my wife is (quicker ~— thinking, quick — thinking) and (better — man-
nered, well ~ mannered) than | am .
(3) Mistakes on Using Verbs ( )

Example 10

1) The short, quick steps (were growing, grew) louder until they (seemed, seem) very

near . Frank (found, finded) it impossible not to turn round . As he (does, did) so,
he (catched, caught) sight of a figure (coming, came) towards him .

2) He lacks confidence .
( :Confidence is lacked by him .)

3) This book (has been lying, has been put) on the table for two days .

EXERCISES
Exercise 1
1. bring, take, fetch
1) your umbrella with you in case it rains .
2) Please me some newspapers when you come back .
3) We are short of chair . Please some from the next classroom .
2 . continual, continuous
1) He hates these arguments with his wife .
2) Three days flight made me very tired .
3 . hung, hanged
1) He himself in sorrow after his wife died .
2) I' ve the picture on the wall .
3) The soldier was by the enemy .
4 . lose, loose
1) This document is very important . Don' t it!
2) You have a button on your shirt .
5.rase, rise
1) The wages will be from next month .
2) The pollution level dangerously last week .
6 . act, action
1) What we need is s, not words .

2) He was caught in the very
3) We should suit the to the word .
— 4 —



7 . amazed, surprised, astonished
1) I am at his appearance .
2) | was that he got a mark of 100 .
3) Hewas to receive a letter from afriend he had not heard from for years .
8 . some, any
1) Is she better today ?
2) | waited twenty minutes .
3) Does she know English ?
4) Would you like more ?
5) person is asking to see you .
6) schoolboy would know that .
9 . obvious, apparent, evident
1) It was soon to the crowd that our horse was winning the race.
2) It's that two and two makes four .
3) Itis that the apparent honesty of some criminals is their greatest asset .
4) From the quick success of the business, it was that he had invested his
money wisely .
10 . below, under
1) Heis next in rank the mayor .
2) He studies a professor .
3) | am placed him .
11 . may, can
1) The weather get very hot in August in Guilin .
2) | be wrong .
3) Anybody make mistakes .
12 . cheat, deceive
1) He a man out of his money .
2) He me into believing it .
3) John at the examination, but the teacher was not
Exercise 2 :

1.Mr .Grissom did not like some of the duties connected with his new assignment .

2 . The doctor recommended a program of physical exercise and proper diet to cure Jer-
ry’ s alment .
3 . Robert’ strip to Chicago was memorable for its many interesting events .
4 . The critic s comments about the painting indicated his displeasure .
5 . After doing our errands, we decided to have some fun .
Exercise 3
1 .1n these (literature, literatures), the mechanism of secretion (is, are) rarely dealt
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with .

2 . No one among the players (want, wants) to work hard .

3 .Doyousay arasein salary” of ariseinsaary’” ?Either will do .Both (is, are) cor-

rect .The British usé¢' rise’, while the Americans, rase’ .

4 . His news of the election (result, results) nothing but bad news in the newspaper to-
day .
5 . Everybody (accept, accepts) (his, their) responsibilities .
Exercise 4
1. There are (fewer mistakes, less mistakes) in his homework this time .
2 .Mrs . Greenberg has (little knowledge, few knowledges) about plant .
3 . Thisjob requires ( much experience, many experiences) .
4 . Which of our three dictionaries do you use (more, most) often ?
5. His temper is quick and he can often get (terrible, terribly) violent .
6 . The day was grey and the wind blew (bitter, bitterly) .
7 . People looked (alert, aertly) waiting for the predicated earthquake .
8 . Samuel is (the most unique, a unique) person .
Exercise 5
1 . His idea sounds quite . No one agrees with it .
2 . The structure of Paris New Cultural Center is not only good in design but also _______
in colour .
3 . Do you think that knowledge comes ?
4 .| agree that nothing smells
5. This has been one of our experiences .
6 . T he arrangement for the trip has been worked out .
Exercise 6
1 . Not long ago farmers still (get) water from a stream .
2 .He (runover) by acar .
3 . How many filmsyou (appear) during the last twenty years ?
4 . So far Mary (enjoy) her timein the film industry .
5. Keithe used to smoke a lot of cigaretts. He (say) that people

(keep) offering him cigarettes .

6 . His brother has (joined, served in) the army for haf ayear .

. A thousand people are held by this hall .

Or: This hall holds a thousand people .

. The exact date has escaped me .

Or:1 have been escaped by the exact date.

.Many girls (wear, put on) skirtsin summer .

— 6 —



CHAPTER TWO PRINCIPLES OF AN
EFFECTIVE SENTENCE

( )

. WHAT IS A SENTENCE( )

1 . The Structure( )

(First Language Interference),
Example 1

Example 1

1) The director will see you if (you) wait a few minutes .
2) My mother's room (is) on the second floor .

2 . The Mark ( )
3 . The Meaning ( )
4 . Common Punctuation Marks ( )
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(1) Period( )

(2) Comma( )
(and, or, so, yet, either, neither, nor ) ;
«C ). ; ;
(3) Semicolon( )
: (  moreover, furthermore, however, other-
wise, nevertheless, therefore, consequently, accordingly, namely ) ;

(4) Colon( )
(the following, as follows ) :

(5) Dash( )

Example 2

1) | asked if you knew how to play chess.

2) We eat to live, but we must not live to eat .

3) The magazine article covers five paper, is illustrated in color, appeals to teen-aged
readers .

4) Mrs Voros told her secretary, These letters must be typed and mailed today

5) Some people can sing well; others cannot .

6) The cost of raw materials hasincreased drastically; as a result, we are raising the list
price of each product .

7) Substances are generally classified into two types: conductors and insulators .

8) The people of the United States have come from many——a great many——different
ethnic backgrounds .

9) The rainy weather, the unreasonable, and the general air of gloom——all of these
were factors that helped to spoil our vacation .

5 . Common Mistakes on the Mark of a Sentence ( )

(1) Sentence Fragment( )

Example 3

1) Fragment: A popular person usually has three good personality traits . A good sense
of humor, considerateness of others, and good grooming .
Revised: A popular person usually has three good personality traits: a good sense of
— 9 —



humor, considerateness of others, and good grooming .
2) Fragment: Nationa elections and student elections may be compared as closely as an
object and its photograph .The only difference being in size .
Revised: National elections and student elections may be compared as closely as an
object and its photograph .The only differenceis in size.
(2) Comma Fault ( )

Example 4

Faulty: Public transportation will have to be subsidized by the government, it will be
too expensive for people to ride otherwise .

Correct: Public transportation will have to be subsidized by the government . 1t will be
too expensive for people to ride otherwise .

Correct: Public transportation will have to be subsidized by the government; it will be
too expensive for people to ride otherwise .

Correct: Public transportation will have to be subsidized by the government, because it
will be too expensive for people to ride .

Correct: Becauseit will be too expensive for people to ride, public transportation will
have to be subsidized by the government .
Correct: It will be too expensive for people to ride, so public transportation will have to
be subsidized by the government .
(3) Run~ on Sentence( )
, Example 4 . Public transportation

will have to be subsidized by the government it will be too expensive for people to ride other-

.SENTENCE VARIETIES( )

1 . Classification ( )

(1) Loose Sentence( )
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(2) Periodic Sentence( )

(3) Baanced Sentence( )

Example 5

1) I could tell that he was disappointed by the tone of his voice and the look on his face .
(A Loose Sentence)

2) It was really a pleasure to see you during the vacation .
(A Loose Sentence)

3) By the tone of his voice and the look on his face, | could tell that he was disappoint-
ed .
(A Periodic Sentence)

4) To see you during the vacation was realy a pleasure .
(A Periodic Sentence)

5) Action is directed by thought whereas thought is to be tested by action .
(A Balanced Sentence)

2 . The Importance ( )
( ); “ (Climax)” : ;

3 . The Methods ( )

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Example 6
| did not like my summer job . (simple)



