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(1) a group of words established by usage as having a meaning
not deducible from those of the individual words( New Oxford Diction-
ary of English ,1998) ( )

)

(2) an idiom is an expression which functions as a single unit and
whose meaning cannot be worked out from its separate parts( Long-
man Dictionary of Applied Linguistics, 1985) ( ,

, )

(3) Idiom is an expression established in the usage of a language
that is peculiar to itself either in grammatical construction or in having
a meaning that cannot be derived as a whole from the conjoined mean-
ings of its elements. ( Webster’s Third New World International Dic-
tionary, 1976) ( s s

o)

(4) a phrase, construction, or expression that is recognized as a
unit in the usage of a given language and either differs from the usual
syntactic patterns or has a meaning that differs from the literal mean-

ing of its parts taken together ( Webster’s New World College Dictiona-

ry, 3" edition , 1996) ( . ,
s , )
;
;
Y ’
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) a group of words, an expression, a
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1.

1.2

(1) an idiom is a combination of two or more words which func-
tions as a unit of meaning(Cowie, 1975: viii) (

, )

(2) A phraseological unit involving at least two polysemous con-
stituents, and in which there is a reciprocal contextual selection of
subsenses will be called an idiom. (Weinreich, 1969) (

o)

(3) An idiom is a set phrase of two or more words that means
something different from the literal meaning of the individual words.
(Ammer, 1997)( )

o)

(4) common expressions used in colloquial speech with accepted,
figurative meanings that differ from their present-day literal meanings
(Schweigert & Moates, 1988) ( )

)
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