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British Education System

LISTEN AND THINK

4> Listen to the talk carefully and indicate whether each of the following statements

is true, false or not mentioned in the talk. You may take notes when necessary.

QP

2

(3

4

(5)

(6)

(7

(8)
€D

In Britain there are not only some old, world-famous schools, colleges and univer-
sities, but also some new and innovative ones.

Everyone between the ages of five and eighteen must attend educational establish-
ments.

International students normally go to one of the 2,400 independent schools, some of
which are Britain’s famous and ancient schools.

In the secondary school pupils spend about two years preparing for the General Cer-
tificate of Secondary Education or, in Scotland, the Scottish Certificate of Educa-
tion.

After leaving school, some students can directly go to study in a university or uni-
versity sector college.

If the student decides to work, it is necessary that he/she obtain vocational qualifi-
cations.

In Britain, both universities and university sector colleges have the power to award
their own degrees at all levels.

A-levels are the only entrance qualifications for students in the UK.

International students are required to have a certain level of English competence to

study in British universities.

(10) It takes three years to study for an honours degree all over the UK.

LISTEN AND SPEAK

4> Listen to the talk again and answer the following questions .



(1) What are the two parallel school systems in the UK And what is the difference be-

tween them

(2) After leaving the secondary school, what decisions do students have to make about

their future
(3) What are the two kinds of higher education institutions
(4) What are the main routes into higher education

(5) What qualifications should international students have if they apply to study in the
British colleges or universities

Words and Expressions

compulsory /kem'palsari/ a. innovative /'inauveitiv/ a.
parallel /'plralel/ a.

baccalaureate /bl ko'lo:riot/ n. vocational /vau'keifonl/ a.
Notes

1. General Certificate of Secondary Education(GCSE)

2. Scottish Certificate of Education(SCE)
3. A-level (Advanced level)
4. International Baccalaureate(IB)
5. General National Vocational Qualifications (GNVQs)
6. foundation course
7. honours degree first-class honours
second-class honours third-class honours ordinary
degree
READ AND TALK

£ Read the following passages and restate the ideas as clearly and completely as you

can. Make sure that your sentences are meaningful and that your grammatical
structure is correct.

Pussage 1
.« 2



A Brief Introduction to the Chinese Education System

China has adopted a nine-year compulsory schooling system, which means all children are re-
quired to attend school for at least nine years. Students have to complete both the primary school pro-
gram and the junior middle-school program. Higher education is only for those students who have pas-
sed examinations of all levels. Student must pass the entrance examination for senior middle schools or
middle-level technical schools. After two, three or four years, they have to go through national col-
lege entrance examination for admission to universities.

The primary school education requires six years. Pupils are required to take a variety of subjects
such as the Chinese language, fundamental mathematics and moral education. They also take part in
sports and extra-curriculum activities. Foreign languages such as English are optional courses in the
senior year of the primary education.

Middle school education has two parts, 3-year junior middle school program and senior middle
school. From junior middle school, students begin to learn a variety of science subjects such as chem-
istry, physics and biology and other subjects such as history, geography, and foreign languages. Physi-
cal education is enthusiastically encouraged.

Senior middle school education is a continuation of junior middle school. Students take up specific
subjects in either science or humanity subjects. Many contests are organized annually in all levels to
encourage their study. The “Olympic Series” are the most noticeable ones. The purpose is for them in
preparation for the national college entrance examination. Examinations are designed separately for
science and arts students.

Higher education in China is to train specialists for all the sectors of the country’s development.
Universities, colleges and institutes offer four- or five-year undergraduate programs as well as special
two- or three-year programs. Students who have completed a first degree may apply to enter graduate

schools.

g)mwge/ 2
University Admission in China

University admission is operated on a centralized enrolment system. in which admissions commit-
tees at the provincial level are under the Ministry of Education. Admission is granted on the basis of
academic, physical and moral qualifications. Special allowances are made for minority nationality and
overseas Chinese candidates.

The nationwide examinations are held in the first ten days of July. Candidates can take the exami-
nation in either one of the two categories, humanities or sciences/engineering. They apply for the in-
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stitutions and departments they wish to enter in order of preference. Enrolment is determined by the
examination results. Brief investigation into their social behavior and moral character is conducted be-

fore students are admitted. In some faculties, specific physical requirements must be met.

4 Read the following passage and describe the British education system in your own
words . Make sure that your sentences are meaningful and that your grammatical
structure is correct.



g)mwg,@ 3
British Higher Education and Beyond

Around a third of young people in England and Wales, 40% in Scotland and 45% in Northern
Ireland go to university to study full-time as undergraduates. Students at university usually spend three
years researching a subject in-depth and are awarded a Bachelor’s degree (for example, Bachelor of
Arts, BA; or Bachelor of Science, BSc) on the successful completion of their studies. There are some
four-year courses, and medical and veterinary courses normally require five years. All traditional first
degree courses in Scotland require a minimum of three years’ study (or four years to the honours lev-
el) . Although a university degree can directly prepare students for a professional career in, for exam-
ple, medicine or law, most degrees offer students broader courses in arts/humanities, science, and
many other disciplines.

A number of students go on to do postgraduate studies. These usually lead to an additional for-
mally recognized qualification, such as a Master’s degree (for example, Master of Arts, MA; or a
Master of Science, MSc) or a doctorate (PhD).

A growing number of mature students enter the higher education system. The option of mature
students staying in work while also studying part-time for a qualification is becoming increasingly popu-

lar.
Related Words and Expressions

pre-school education compulsory subject

nursery 'nasri n. optional subject

fundamental mathematics undergraduate ands'gr[djust 7.

moral education

extra-curriculum activities
middle school

junior middle school

senior middle school
middle-level technical school
contest 'kontest n.

national university entrance examination

higher education

admissions committee

postgraduate poust'grldjust n.
doctor 'dokte r n.
diploma di'ploums n.
Bachelor s degree the first degree
Bachelor of Arts BA

Bachelor of Science BSc

Master s degree

Master of Arts MA

Master of Science MSc

doctorate Phd  'doktorot .



4> Choose one of the following topics and discuss it with your classmates .

QP

(2)
(3

4
(5
(6)
)

What are the similarities and differences between the British education system and
the Chinese education system

What suggestions would you make to reform the Chinese education system

What entrance qualifications should be required for higher education In what ways
should students be assessed fairly and effectively

What role do extra-curriculum activities play in education

What are the changes in education around the world in the past decade

What changes do you foresee in the next 20 years

Please give a brief account of your personal educational background.



American Families

LISTEN AND THINK

&> Listen to the talk carefully and indicate whether each of the following statements
is true, false or not mentioned in the talk. You may take notes when necessary.

(D

(2)

(3

4)

(5)

(6)

(7

(8)

D

In the typical American family, the father earns money and the mother raises the
children.

The traditional nuclear family does not exit any more in the modern American do-
mestic structures.

Many children are raised in single-parent families due to the increased incidence of
divorce.

The stigma against children born to unmarried couples is rapidly disappearing; and
some children know only their mother.

Although women have had greater career opportunities since the 1970s, in most
families the burden of childbearing still falls disproportionately on women.

The boom in reproductive technology has helped to increase the population of the
United States by a variety of methods.

Gay couples and individuals are entitled to raise children, becoming parents either
through reproductive technology or adoption.

Some committed couples cannot live together in stable, long-term relationships
without any plans of marriage if they have children.

Parents of nuclear families today often struggle to balance spending time with their

family and the demands of the job.

(10) Americans still insist on the importance of the family unit, even though there are

as many definitions of “family” as there are ethnic groups in the United States.

LISTEN AND SPEAK

7 .



4 Listen to the talk again and answer the following questions .

(1) What does the typical American family look like

(2) What kinds of family structures can be found in the United Stated at present
(3) Why are many children raised in single-parent families

(4) What problems do professional women face

(5) What changes are nuclear families experiencing

Words and Expressions

norm /nom/ n. plurality /plua'r[liti/ n.
interfaith /'into'feid/ a. encompass /in'kampoas/ v.
gay /gei/ n.
demographic /,di:ma’grl fik/ a. stigma /'stigma/ n.
reproductive /ri:pro'daktiv/ a. infertile /in'fortail/ a.
adoption /a'dopf(a)n/ n. portray /po:'trei/ w.
Note

Little League

READ AND TALK

4> Read the following passages and describe the gist as clearly and completely as
you can. Make sure that your sentences are meaningful and that your grammatical
structure is correct.

g)wage/ 1
What’s Happening to American Families
Few issues vex Americans more than what has happened to the role of the family in caring for
children. Almost one in four of the nation’s youngsters under 18 lives with only one parent, almost al-
ways the mother. If the youngster is black, the ratio rises to one in two. The divorce ratio has tripled

and the percentage of out-of-wedlock births among teenage women has doubled over the past 15

.8 .



years.

Caring for infants is not just a dilemma for female-headed households. Whether or not the family
is intact, more than half of all mothers with a preschool child are in the labor force, 50 percent more
than the proportion employed out of the home a decade ago.

What we need, we hear on all sides, is a return to the good old days when parents were respon-
sible for their kids and kids obeyed their parents. We long for a return to an age when fundamental
values were shared by all people.

In the aftermath of the Industrial Revolution, the American family has been stripped of two of its
traditional social functions: serving as a unit for economic production and as a school for the vocation-
al training of children.

The family was once an interdependent economic unit to which all members contributed. It pro-
duced most of the goods it consumed. As households began to specialize in cash crops, household
self-sufficiency declined. Cottage industries were eliminated as more and more goods were produced
in factories. Parental authority was no longer reinforced by control over property inheritance and the
acquisition of craft skills.

Women’s roles in the family were also transformed. At the beginning of the 20th century,
women spent virtually all their adult lives bearing and rearing children. Now, female life expectancy is
longer by 30 years and women have 30 to 40 years of reproductive life. There has been a remarkable
increase in female participation in the labor force. Today, both marriage partners need to bring in in-
come to meet family bills. Although women are less financially dependent on their husbands, they
continue to bear the major burden of household and childcare chores whether they work or not.

There has been a marked reduction in the salience of the family. Since 1960, the proportion of
women not marrying has doubled; the probability of divorce has risen to 50 percent.

In the typical American family of the 1980s and 1990s, both parents were at work outside the
home. This had major consequences for family life. The economist Victor Fuchs has calculated that
between 1960 and 1986, the opportunity for children to spend time with parents declined by 10 hours
per week for the average white child and 12 hours for the black child. The principal reason was the
increase in the proportion of mothers holding paid jobs; not far behind was the increase in one-parent

households.

Prssage 2
The Changing Face of American Families

Six years ago, Evelyn Josepha, a single mother, let go of her children. Her baby boy went into

foster care, and her daughter went to live with Evelyn’s mother—a separation that was to last four

« 0



years, enough time for Evelyn to get a grip on her life and get away from substance abuse.

When she returned to their lives four years later, they were all little more than strangers to each
other. Although she had visited with them regularly during those four years, those visits were more
like “having an aunt bringing them treats,” says Evelyn.

Although her story is not necessarily the norm, her circumstances reflect the increasing complexi-
ty of today’s American families, as shown in a new Census Bureau report. The traditional family, of
course, still exists, and is even thriving against all odds. Based on surveys of 37,000 households, the
number of children living in “nuclear” families, with both of their biological parents, rose from 51%
to 56 % between 1991 and 1996.

But, during that same five-year gap, the number of children who actually lived under the same
roof with two adults, including all types of families from nuclear, to stepparents to other non-tradi-
tional households, continued to fall from 73% in 1991 to 71% in 1996.

The numbers are striking: in 1996, about one in four children lived with a single parent, up
slightly from 1991. About 17 % of children were living in a blended family with stepparents, stepsib-
lings, or half-siblings, a rise of over 10% in those six years. Nearly 1.5 million children were living
with adoptive parents, but only about half of them were living with two parents.

As for the number of children being born to teens and to unmarried older women, that decreased
for the first time in three decades. Still, the census report shows that one in three children are born to
unmarried parents.

So, how are families—and especially the children—faring in this chaos How are the kids bearing
up in a time when many sociologists question whether the nuclear family—the two-parent, forever-to-

gether family—is becoming more of an aberration rather than the norm

Pusage 3
The New American Family

Today’s families are a diverse mix of single-parent households, remarried families, nuclear fami-
lies, unmarried couples, and couples without children. There is no prototype for the “normal” family.
data from the 2000 Census shows that married couples with children make up just 24 percent of all
households, compared to 40 percent in 1970. In fact, there are slightly more single person households
in America, 25 percent, than nuclear family households.

Researchers believe that the nuclear family is actually holding steady after two decades of de-
cline. The percentage of nuclear families is down because other types of living arrangements are on
the rise, including people living alone, single parents, and unmarried couples.

e 10



Single parent households continued to rise over the last decade. Single mother households now
make up 7 percent of all households. Single father households doubled from 1990, from 1 percent to
2 percent.

One of the biggest changes in household structure is the number of families headed by unmarried
couples, which rose 71 percent in the last decade. Unmarried couples now account for at least 4.5
percent of all households, and there are children in one-third of those households.

Even within nuclear families, the model is changing. Families are getting smaller. The number of
families with just one child has doubled since the seventies and now accounts for more than 20 percent
of families. Meanwhile, families with four or more children decreased from 17 percent in 1970 to 6
percent in 2000.

In two parent families, it is likely that both parents work. There is also a strong possibility that
one of the parents is a stepparent.

These changes in family structure can be attributed to several factors. For one, people are marr-
ying later. The average age for first marriage is now 26.8 for men and 25. 1 for women. That means
more adults spend at least some time living alone. Both later marriage and divorce lead to smaller
families. Divorce also results in more single parent families, though some of those classified as single
parents may actually be in co-parenting situations. Widespread affluence also results in more people
living alone. Some choose not to remarry after divorce; others put off marriage.

Partially as a result of affluence, both single and married people tend to have higher expectations
for a happy marriage and are less likely to stay in an unhappy marriage. As people become more isola-
ted from community and extended family, they place more responsibility for their fulfillment on their
marriage partner.

Contemporary families are under severe stress. Stress in turn can contribute to marital conflict,

parent-child alienation, child abuse and neglect, and other tensions that affect children’s well-being.

4> Read the following passage. Compare the different kinds of American family
structures and describe their similarities and differences. Make sure that your
sentences are meaningful and that your grammatical structure is correct.

Pusvage 4
Various Kinds of American families

Married Nuclear Families
In these families, both adults are the biological or adoptive parents of the children. There are
three types of married nuclear families depending on the employment status of the woman and man. In
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the first type, the man works outside the home while the woman works inside the home caring for the
children. Twenty-eight percent of all households fit this description according to the current U. S.
Census. In the second type of married nuclear family, the woman works outside the home and the
man cares for the children. This constitutes 2 percent of families in this country. In the third kind of
married nuclear family, both the husband and the wife work outside the home or are income provid-
ers. In some situations, the woman might have a home-based business, such as a day care center.
Nearly 60 percent of women with children under the age of six were in the work force at the begin-
ning of the decade.

Cohabiting Families

In this kind of family, the couple who live together are not legally married. Either one or both of
them are the biological or adoptive parents of the children.

Single-Parent Families

In this kind of family there is only one parent in the home. Primarily because of high divorce rates
and adults choosing not to marry, this is currently the fastest growing family form in America. More
than half of all children will spend some of their lives in a single-parent family. Currently, 88 percent
of these families are headed by women.

Stepfamilies / Blended Families

These families are generally created by divorce and remarriage, rather than by the death of the
mother or father. In stepfamilies, biologically unrelated children often live in the same household.
There are thousands of new stepfamilies being created each week in this country.

Joint / Shared-Custody Families

In these families, children are legally raised by both parents who are not living together. Gener-
ally, the children move back and forth between the residences of each parent, depending on the a-
greement between the parents.

Grandparent-Led Families

Sometimes children are raised by their grandparents when their biological parents have died or no
longer can take care of them. The number of these families has increased by 40 percent in the past ten
years. In addition, many grandparents take some primary responsibility for childcare, particularly
when both parents work.

Families Headed by Adults of the Same Sex / Queer Families

Children are sometimes reared by two adults of the same sex who live together. For example,
two sisters may be raising their children together in the same household. Also included in this definition
are families where lesbian (female) or gay (male) couples are filling parenting roles. Most frequent-
ly, the adults bring children from a heterosexual relationship to these families.

Foster and Group-Home Families

.12 .



Foster parents and institutional childcare workers often provide a substitute family for children re-
ferred by the courts or government agencies. While problems with their parents or guardians are being
resolved, the children may live in these families.

Commuter Families

In these families, the parents live and work in different towns or states. One parent provides the
primary residence, and the other parent comes home for short periods of time, such as weekends and
holidays. The number of commuter families is growing due to the difficulty of finding two suitable jobs

in the same vicinity or the need for parents to receive an additional job.

Related Words and Expressions

vex /veks/ w. affluence /'[fluons/ n.
out-of-wedlock nuclear family

salience /'seilions,-jons/ n. cohabiting family

substance abuse queer family

sibling /'siblip/ 7. biological parents

half-siblings lesbian /'lezbion/ a. n.
census /'sensas/ n.

aberration /[ bo'reif(a)n/ n. heterosexual /hetorou'seksjual/ a.
prototype /'prautetaip/ n. foster /'fosta(r)/ w.

stepparent /'steppearent/ n.

& Justify your opinion : American families have experienced many changes over the
recent decades. Please describe some of the changes and discuss the possible
factors that contribute to them.

A. Read the following points when you think about the changes in American fami-

lies.

(1) One major change has been in the workforce participation of women, particularly
married women, which has affected traditional gender roles. More and more moth-
ers are working outside than ever before.

(2) The American family is changing. More people in the United States are forming
different kinds of families than in the past. By 1987, the “traditional "family of the
1950s had become rare.

(3) Recent studies by government researchers show that the divorce rate in the United
States is one of the highest in the world.
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(4) The number of remarriages involving children has steadily grown in the recent
years. Almost half of children experience the breakup of their parents by the time
they are sixteen years old. The greater part of them become members of stepfami-
lies because divorced people remarry. Many of these children share homes with
children not biologically related to them.

(5) Single parent households continued to rise over the last decade. Single mother
households now make up 7 percent of all households. Single father households
doubled from 1 percent to 2 percent. Children are growing up in single-parent
families in increasing numbers. Three-fifths of children in single-parent families
are living with a separated or divorced parent, whereas about one third of the chil-
dren in these families are living with a never-married parent.

(6) One of the biggest changes in household structure is the increasing number of fami-
lies headed by unmarried couples. Some families today are choosing cohabitation
over marriage. Cohabiting households can look like a family from the outside.
They contain a man, a woman, and children, but they generally function differ-
ently than married couples.

(7) More people of the same sex are making a home together in the United States to-
day. A growing number of gays and lesbians are forming families and having chil-
dren.

(8) Fewer babies were born. The birth rate fell to its lowest point in the history of the
nation.

(9) Even within nuclear families, the model is changing. Families are getting smaller.
The number of families with just one child has doubled since the 1970s and now ac-
counts for more than 20 percent of families. Families today are busier than ever.
Rather than sitting down together for a family dinner, parents may be working late
and children may be playing on a soccer team. learning Spanish, or taking piano

lessons.

. Read the following points when you think about the factors that contribute to the

changes in American families.

(1) Beginning in the late 1950s, a wave of social change swept through American life.
Almost every American family was affected.

(2) Social historians say the most far-reaching change in the family has resulted from
changes in women’s work. A majority of married women in the United States no
longer stay home all day to cook, clean and raise children. They now have paid
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