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Some Idiomatic
Common Comparisons

( )

as black as coal, ink, jet,
midnight, pitch, soot
as bright as day, noonday,
the light, silver
cold as charity, frog, ice, marble, a stone,
a cucumber
hard as flint, marble, a stone

light as air, a butterfly, a feather, thistle-
down
red as blood, a cherry, fire, a rose

silent as the dead, the grave, the stars

smooth as butter, oil, glass, velvet

swift as an arrow, lightning, thought, the
wind

thick as a cable, hailstone, blackberries,
thieves

ugly as a scarecrow, a toad

weak as a baby, a cat, a kitten, water

white as a sheet, snow, wool



FRIENDSHIP( )

Friendship,
compounded of esteem and
love, derives from one its
tenderness
and its permanence from the other .
—Samuel Johnson
Friendship is the golden thread
that ties the hearts of all the world .
—John Evelyn
A friend is a neighbour of the heart .
—Blanche Harris
True friendship foresees the needs of oth-
ers rather than proclaims its own .
—Andre Maurois
Those who bring sunshine to the lives of
others cannot keep it from themselves .
—James Barrie
To hear the whispered voice
of another s heart
and understand unspoken words
are talents of those lucky few—
people who are precious to the worlid .
—Theresa Ann Hunt
Small service is true service while it

lasts;
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Of friends, however humble, scorn not
one;
The daisy by the shadow that it casts
Protects the lingering dew-drop from the
sun .
—William Wordsworth
After the verb to love, to help is the most
beautiful verb in the world!
—Bertha von Suttner
A friend is one who:
pushes you in the swing,
pulls you in the ladder,
pats you on the back
and hugs you good-bye .
—Katherine N . Davis



Right Hand and Left Hand

Many studies have been made
recently about hand preference in
humans . They have Dbrought

interesting results. It has been found that
many more men than women are left-handed;
that all children use both hands about equally
until they are three years old; and that hand
preference is not clearly marked until age six .
Above that age, most people favour one parti-
cular hand .

Definitions by Some Philosophers

Bore, n. A person who talks
when you wish him to
listen .
Brain, n. An apparatus with
which we think that we
think .
Calamity , n . Calamities are of two kinds:
misfortune to ourselves, and good fortune
to others .
Cannon, n. An instrument employed in the
rectification of national boundaries .
Debauchee, n. One who has so earnestly
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pursued pleasure that he has had the mis-
fortune to overtake it .

Egotist, n . A person of low taste, more inter-
ested in himself than in me .

Future, n . That period of time in which our
affairs prosper, our friends are true and
our happiness is assured .

Genealogy, n. An account of ones descent
from a man who did not particularly care
to trace his own .

Hand, n . A singular instrument worn at the
end of a human arm and commonly thrust
into somebody s pocket .

Marriage, n . The state or condition of a com-
munity consisting of a master, a mistress
and two slaves, making in all two .

Patience, n. A minor form of despair, dis-
guised as a virtue .

Peace, n . In international affairs, a period of
cheating between two periods of fighting .

Philanthropist, n. A rich (and usually bald)
old gentleman who has trained himself to
grin while his conscience is picking his
pocket .



Some Intransitive
Verbs Used Transitively

1. e dreamed a terrible
dream last night .

2. e slept the sleep of the just.

3. he smiled her acquiescence .

4 . is father looked his consent .
5. e looked the thanks he could not express .

6. e said nothing, but looked all love and
sympathy .

7. r . Astor said nothing, but laughed dis-
sent .

8. hey talked the night away .

9. took to bed early and slept my headache
off .

10 . e was doing nothing but dream the hours
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11 . he baby cried itself to sleep .

12 . he old woman almost cried her heart out .

13 . is playmates laughed him out of his fun-
ny clothes .

14 . he audience laughed the speaker down .

15. he giant looked him into submission .

Darkness
Darkness is quiet .
It creeps like the fog,
It wades through the sky,
It blows through the street,
It brings the moon to rest in
place

Upon the starlight s gleaming face .

Darkness comes after light

When the stars are shining bright,

But then the darkness crawls away

To wait till after day .



Robot Poet

Students of Indias Birla
Institute of Technology have
developed a device that writes

poetry at the touch of a button .
The device has been built arounda  four
microprocessor . One of the poems it has com-

posed runs like this:
“ Must be from some divine word this

rose s day,
Flowers see the firs,

Some utterly lovely fear

Simple Communications

None are so fond of
secrets as those who don t

mean to keep them .
He has good judgement who relies not
wholly on his own .

Wisdom is good purchase, tho we often
pay dear for it .
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Each bird loves to hear itself sing .

If you think twice before you speak once,
you will speak twice better for it .

Memory tempers prosperity, consoles ad-
versity, cautions youth, and delights old age .

The tongue of Slander slays three: the
Speaker, the Spoken To, and the Spoken Of .

Two things a man should not be angry at:
what he can help, and what he cannot help .

Glass, china, and reputation are easily
cracked, and never well mended .

Quarreling is the weapon of the weak .

There is no man so bad but that he secret-
ly respects the good .

Bad neighbours count a man s income, but
not his expenses .
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Some Invented Words

( )

BLUB a laudatory ad, especial-
ly on a book jacket (
)
This word was coined by
American humorist Gelett
Burgess (1866—1951) . At the turn of the cen-
tury, it was customary to adorn the cover of a
novel with the picture of a young woman .
When his latest book was about to be distribu-
ted at a 1907 booksellers convention, Burgess
redesigned its jacket . He placed the requisite
female on the cover, added a winsome ( :
) smile and otherwise enhanced her
appearance, and christened her Miss Blinda
Blub . The name stuck .
COUNTDOWN a backward counting before the
start of an event
This expression was first used by director
Fritz Lang in his early sci-fi file The Lady in
the Mirror .
GOBBLEDYGOOK language characterized by
circumlocution and rhetoric, especially iIn
government reports :
The word was coined by Texas congressman
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Maury Maverick in 1944; Maverick, appropriately
enough, is a descendant of the Samuel Maverick
after whom the word maverick (a non-conformist

( ) )came into being .
SQUAWK a low, harsh cry
This is a portmanteau word ( )crea-

ted by English author Lewis Carroll from
squall and squeak . Carroll also coined the
term* portmanteau word’ .

HowQ d | s She ?
?

A woman was having some
trouble with her heart, so she
went to see the doctor . He was
a new doctor, and did not

know her, so he first asked some questions,
and one of them was,* How old are you ?

“ Well,” she answered,” | dont remember,
doctor, but I will try to think 7 She thought
for a minute and then said,” Yes, | remember
now, doctor ! When I married, | was eighteen
years old, and my husband was thirty . Now
my husband is sixty, | know . And that is
twice thirty . So | am twice eighteen . That is
thirty-six, isn tit?
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Sun, Moon, and Birthdays

Of course you know the
day, month, and year in which
you were born . Could it have
been the 2nd of Abh," 571072
That doesn t sound familiar to

most of you, does it ?But it is a perfectly rea-
sonable calendar date—not on the Gregorian
calendar’ with which you are most familiar,
but on one of the many other calendars still in
use by the peoples of the world today . Abh is
the eleventh month on the Hebrew calendar,
which dates from 3, 760 years and 3 months
before the beginning of the Christian Era ’ In
addition to the earlier Year One, the Hebrew
year begins in the middle of September during
the harvest time .

Ways of reckoning time were developed
slowly through the ages by many peoples.
Ancient men could observe that there are
three important units of time: the day, the
month, and the year . The day and the year
depend on the rotation of the earth and its move-
ment around the sun . The month depends on the
moon s journey around the earth .
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To fit these three units of time into a
reliable plan was a great task which took men
many centuries to finish . As a matter of fact,
the task is really not finished yet since our
calendar is not yet perfect . Many people are
still trying to change it .

[ ]

1. Dbh: 11
2 . Gregorian calendar: ( )
3 .dates from 3,760 the Christian Era: 3,760

Why Is It Difficult to Beat Habit ?
( ?

Habit is most difficult to defeat . If you
delete the first letter, it does not change" a
bit? Delete another, and you still have a

“ bit” left . Take off still another, and the
whole of* it” remains . But if you take off an-
other, itis wholly used up . This goes to prove
that if you want to get rid of habit, you must
throw it off altogether .
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Rock Music Can
Damage Your Health

Stereo equipment is a
booming industry. In more
ways than one, sophisticated
amplifiers and speakers repro-
duce the sounds of music with
great accuracy and at very high
volumes ? Some rock music rea-

ches sound levels of more than 120 decibels
And this volume can cause pain and perma-
nent damage to the hearing .

Now rock fans’ and musicians can buy spe-
cial ear plugs to protect their hearing . If you
wear Sonic Il Noise Filters’ in your ears you
can hear most normal sounds, rhythms and
tones . And at the same time the ear plugs fil-
ter out dangerous high level noises . You can
still hear sounds as quiet as whispers and you
can even hear a voice on the telephone . But
inside the ear plugs, there is a tiny dia-
phragm which picks up only the dangerous,
high sounds, absorbs them and protects the
inner ear from them . This is a new approach
to ear plugs . The Sonic Il Noise Filter may
give neighbours and parents a whole new
approach to rock music too .
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1. tereo equipment:

2 .volume

3 .decibel: ( )
4 . rock fans:

5

.Sonic Il Noise Filters:

The Ladi es Lavatory ( )

The air hostess' was in the
small kitchen at the back of
the aeroplane preparing the
trays for lunch when a little

old lady came and spoke to her  Could you
please tell me,” she asked,” where the ladies”
lavatory is in this aeroplane ?

“ Yes, madam,” said the air hostess and
smiled ¥ It is right at the other end of the
aeroplane—at the front ”

The little old lady went too far . She
walked all the way to the front of the aero-
plane, opened the door in front of her, and
saw the captain®’ of the aeroplane and the
other officers . They were all busy at their
work and did not see her . She went out again,
shut the door and returned to the air hostess .

“ Oh, didnt you find it, madam ? the girl



