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i UNIT 1 i

| A Kinder, Gentler Bill

| Words to Watch

vaccine n. antitrust adj. |
! mortality n. merger n. X i
| deposition n. , philanthropy n.

i Bill Gates and his wife, Melinda, announced last week
a gift of $100 million to speed the delivery of four %
vaccines to developing countries. The couple, now
| expecting a second child, wants to give more people

| better access to' new vaccines against a group of res—%



. - piratory ( ), intestinal( ) and liver

diseases, which together take the lives of> more

than 2 million children a year worldwide. On a trip to New

York, Gates spoke to NEWSWEEK® about the donation, the

ongoing antitrust suit against Microsoft and other challenges.

NEWSWEEK: Why specifically this cause, and why this
specific sum of money?

GATES: You think, “How could I (use the) resources |
have to make an impact?” Contributing to the world’s health
has got to be a great opportunity. These vaccination (

) programs, from 1980 to today, went from 5 percent of
kids to 80 percent getting six vaccines, and that has saved
more lives than any medical effort in history. Four additional
new vaccines really should be in the package; there’s just
literally hundreds of thousands of kids who die because they
don’t get (them) -+ About a month ago the plan came to—
gether, and we decided to fund it very aggressively, because
vaccines can have such a huge impact, and yet there hasn’
been that much private funding.

Are you giving the money for studies on how to get the
vaccines to people more efficiently, but not buying the vac—
cines themselves?

Well, that’s one thing that we’re leaving a little bit open.
We actually will be buying some of the vaccines, and that’s an

area for some creativity in terms of making high-volume

commitments, or helping (vaccine companies) get the
Q‘.

manufacturing costs down.
Do you have an actual program set up to deter—

mine what constitutes a good way to get a vaccine into
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The actual plan for the first couple of years is uRgs

- il

to take five countries to do the pilots* in, prove

that it works and then prove that in the populations that get
the vaccine, you reduce infant mortality. About $25 million of
the grant will get spent that way.

Do you think about a specific amount of money or per—
centage of your wealth that you want over time to be giving
away?

I'm 43 years old, and contrary to what anybody might
think, Microsoft’s (continued) success is anything but as—
sured. I've got a full-time job there, and how well I do that, I
and all the other people in the company, how well we do our
job will determine the value of the part ownership of Mi—

crosoft I have. And as I get older, I might get to put more

quite a bit of time into it.

Some people might think this is really an effort to im-—
prove your image, which has taken some hits® at the antitrust
trial.

We've been giving gifts for quite some time, and we’ll
keep giving gifts, and we do that because we think it can have
some positive impact. If I was going to pause and not give
until Microsoft was noncontroversial, you know, a lot of kids
would go without vaccines for a lot of time.

Do you have any competitive concerns about the AOL/
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| Netscape alliance®?

i AOL is a strong competitor that just got stronger, %
. assuming the merger is approved. AOL bought Com—

! puServe. AOL bought Mirabilis. AOL is buying

|

Netscape. AOL is a company we view as a serious %



- competitor.

Somebody in the last couple of days said to
me: the real monopolist ( ) in the high-tech industry
now is (AOL chairman) Steve Case.

Well, in terms of being the guy who has a very high
market share of people’s access to the Internet, he’s it. He
bought the No. 2 company, raised its prices within weeks of
the Department of Justice approving the thing and now he’s
buying the highest-traffic Web site. The ironies are quite
deep.

What do you think of the government’s tactic of playing
your videotaped deposition at seemingly every opportunity, in
the trial?

To take the snippets ( ) and edit them the way that
they have, you know, it’s unfair. I think it’s pretty novel that
they’ve been allowed to slice them up and play them in the
way they have.

Given the way the judge has responded so far, are you at
the point of figuring you're going to lose this round, and need
to go to an appeal?

I think everything we’ve done (at Microsoft) has been
pro-consumer, and that will come out very strongly as our
witnesses get their chance to come forward.

How much of your time are you having to spend on the

trial?

; My time is not all that affected by the trial. I

mean, | certainly view it as important, and I'm sending
e-mail off when I see things that are being misrepre—
sented, making sure the attorneys have my advice. My

(? focus is making sure that we keep innovating, because
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this is such a competitive business.
Can you talk just a little bit about Melinda’s

role in your philanthropy?

Well, Melinda is very key to all our philanthropy. She |

gets to spend even more time on it than I do, and it’s an area ‘

that she is enjoying learning about. But Melinda is very

careful in terms of her public role. You know, she views |

herself not as a public figure the way that I am. And so, |

privacy for herself and our children is important to her. She

wants to speak out about some of these things while main-—

taining privacy, particularly of the kids.

1. give more people better access to:

2. take the lives of; ------ o
3. NEWSWEEK:. “ 7 .
4. do the pilots: .
5. has taken some hits: ( )
6. AOL /Netscape alliance AOL ( American On-Line
; Netscape Netscape
Internet )o AOL /Netscape
Exercises

1. Reading comprehension.

1) How much money would Bill Gates and his wife

donate to help the kids in the developing countries to get

vaccines?



g’ .: A. $10 000 000 B. $1 000 000
- C. $100 000 000 D. $1 000 000 000
i 2) W hich is not True in the following statements?
A. Microsoft is involved in a case.
| B. Melinda is very careful about her privacy.
C. Bill Gates is very concerned about the antitrust trial.
D. Bill Gates only lets his lawyers to handle the case them — !
 selves.

3) Which company did the Microsoft’s strong competitor
| AOL buy first?

i A. Netscape. B. CompuServe.
C. Mirabilis. D. highest-traffic website.
! 4) Bill Gates would not stop his philanthropy even if .

his company were being tried
his wife could not afford any time to do it

he could not get money from other donations

o O w =

his relationship with his wife was not good enough

|
| 5) W hich statement is probably right about the interview ?
i A. Bill Gates would pay more attention to donation than to
innovation.
! B. Bill Gates would pay more attention to innovation than to
| donation.
| C. Melinda never helped his husband in his career.
D. Melinda helped his husband a lot in the field of
! high-tech.
2. Choose the word or phrase that is closest in mean— ,
% ing to the italicized word (s) in each sentence.
1) There’s just M hundreds of thousands of kids

who die because they don’t get the vaccines.

& A. about B. factually



[ E |
C. generally D. over 1 L':“

2) I think it’s pretty novel that they’ve been al—
lowed to slice them up and play them in the way they have.

A. original B. silly

C. necessary D. naive

3) Well, Melinda is very key to all our philanthropy. She
gets to spend even more time on it than I do.

A. philosophy B. contribution

C. project D. charity

4) AOL is a strong competitor that just got stronger, as—
suming the merger is approved.

A. liceK B. agreement

C. joining D. separation

A. death B. injury
C. disease D. lack of nutrition
3.Put in appropriate prepositions or adverbs.
take to take up take sth. into account
take back take after take for

1) Don’t take me a fool! T know what you are up to.

|
|
\
|
|
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|
|
5) If we prove that it works and then prove that in the |
|
|
\
|
|
|
|
|
|

2) T apologize. T take what T said.

3) They all took ___ their neighbor immediately, not
knowing that this sweet-looking man was actually a cold-blooded
murderer.

4) Let’s get a smaller sofa. This one takes ______too much
room. ®

5) With his big fleshy nose he takes his
grandpa.
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|
i populations that get the vaccine, we reduce infant mortality.
|
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I Gotta Pee!

I
| I was in 3rd grade when it happened. One day at school I had
| to pee really bad, so I asked my teacher, Ms. McGuckin, for
permission to use the restroom. She said no, because we were going
as a class in 15 minutes. So I went back to my seat and I started to
| panic.
i I went to ask her again a few minutes later and told her it was
an emergency! Finally she agreed to let me go. But when I got to
the restroom it was too late! I had already peed in my pants.
| When I came back, 1 told her about my accident. The class
was just getting ready to leave to use the restroom, before going to
the computer lab.

Well, being the monster that she is, she made me sit on the
heater while the rest of the class left!!'! When I got home and told
| my mother, she was furious! My father had to stop her from going
down to the school to beat up my teacher!

X I have lived with this embarrassment all my life. Boys used to
| tease me because of that. They would say “Don’t go chasing Wa—

| terfalls! ” That was 5th grade humor then---

Keys

% 1. 1)C 2)D 3) B 4)A 5)B |
2. HB  2)A 3)D  4)C 5)A '

3. I)for 2)back 3)to 4)up  5)after '
& _
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. “There Is More We Can Do” |

Words to Watch |

| enact vi. lobby n.

| outright adj. . vi. ‘
! adv. episodes n. |
| 2 p 2

. recklessly adv. , > s |

| After last week’s deadly shootings, President Clinton
i provided written answers to questions from NEWSWEEK’s |
+ Debra Rosenberg and Matt Bai. Excerpts: |

! NEWSWEEK: Why not register all guns? %
| CLINTON: We have licenses for driving and for 2
i hunting; 1 think we should have them too for buying

+ new handguns. Under my plan, new handgun pur—



4 . chasers would first have to get a state-issued

photo license showing that they passed the
Brady' background check and a gun-safety training require—
ment. As a first step, | favor licensing of new handguns over
registration of all guns because it’s the next practical measure
we can enact--

Is there any chance Congress will pass your plan this
year?

It’s always tough to break the stranglehold the gun lobby
has on the leaders of this Congress. But we’ve taken on the
gun lobby? before and won-:- The Brady Law is a great ex—
ample.

In 1998 you celebrated the fact that several major gun
this doesn’t seem to be enough. What do you say to those

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

| companies agreed to ship guns with safety locks. But now
|

! on gun ownership?

| I applaud the responsible leaders in the gun industry who
i agreed to ship guns with child safety locks, but there is
+ clearly more we can do-- I fired my first 22° when I was just
! a boy. I grew up in a state where half the people have a
| hunting or fishing license. This isn’t about infringing ( )
i on the ability of hunters and sportsmen to get their firearms.
+ It’s about saving lives. Some say that no law could have kept
! this handgun out of a 6-year-old’s hands. We can never know

|
|
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|
who see your efforts as the first step toward an outright ban |
|
|
|
|
|
|
if any one proposal could have prevented these tragedies. |
% |
|

|

1

c Still --- all new handguns should be sold with child
safety locks -+ I've proposed $10 million to fund the
development and expansion of “smart gun” technology

(? that can limit a gun’s use to the proper adult owner---



