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序

看到我们的书名 ,有人可能要问 :“你们这本《英语时文翻译教

程》是新编的 ,新在何处 ?”

我们这本书不是急就章 ,而是经过多年的酝酿、筹划、编写、试

用、讨论、修订 ,这才定稿的。在这个过程中 ,我们对编书工作获得

了一些新的认识。

我们认识到 ,外语教学不光是教外语 ,还应该以熏陶方式进行

素质教育。外语教材应当使受教者在知识、技能、品德各方面都有

所进益。

我们认识到 ,编教材必须从最新的书刊取材 ,并且开拓视野 ,

注意到政治、经济、文化、教育、科技、商贸、医药卫生各方面 ,尽可

能提供多种行业所需要的知识 ,因为随着国家的现代化 ,许许多多

部门都需要翻译人才。

我们认识到 ,理解为翻译之本 ,写作为翻译之基。尽管只是翻

译一句话 ,我们也要对上下文了解清楚 ,而且在中英文写作方面必

须多下工夫 ,这才能意到笔随 ,无钩章棘句之病。

我们还认识到 ,一本教材的编者和使用者 (包括教师和学生 )

的关系应该是全面合作的伙伴关系。教材要便于使用 ,购买者要

合理地使用教材。所以本书的理解题和翻译题都有参考答案附在

书后 ,其目的是对老师们提供一个思考的基础 ,对同学们提供一个

可比较的样本。当然 ,大家不要一看见问题就去找现成答案 ,而要

自己先做出答案 ,再参考我们提出的答案。只有这样 ,才能开拓思

路 ,提高翻译能力 ,也能看出本书的不足之处。
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我们希望 ,老师们和同学们在试用过本书以后 ,多提批评和意

见 ,以便进行修订和补充。

王宗炎

1998 年 12 月 7 日

于中山大学回春楼
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前   言

高等院校的大学英语是培养各类专业人才的重要课程。在完

成了基础阶段的学习后 ,获取最新信息的能力成了学生在专业上

能否赶上世界科学与技术发展的关键。直接从国外出版物获得信

息当然最佳 , 但是在国内 , 信息的传播还有赖于翻译。因此 , 获

取信息并及时翻译是各类专业高级人才必不可少的本领。

本书以培养获取英语信息并进行翻译的能力为宗旨。全书内

容选自 90 年代英、美原版书、报、杂志 , 读者可以从中触摸到当今

世界跳动的脉搏。为了掌握全球信息 ,学习先进科技 ,我们必须与

外国人交往 ,也必须读外国书报。但是外国人的言辞和写作 ,都是

有其特定的目标、背景、立场、观点的 ,我们应该加以研究分析 ,区

别是非。对外国人写的英语文章 ,我们要学习其语言习惯、措辞方

式 ,但对其内容则应采取正确的态度 ,不要无故排外 ,也不要盲从

洋人。

书中循序渐进设置练习 , 书后配备参考答案。

全书共 34 个单元 ,可供大学非英语专业高年级学生使用。也

可供各类院校及程度相当的读者学习之用。

本教材由林烈城、陈慈、曾春莲编著。

由于编著者水平有限 , 欢迎广大读者提出宝贵意见。

编著者

1997 年 7 月
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Unit 1

CHINA'S CURRENCY

Amidst Asia's financial chaos , the vast Chinese economy has

la rgely stood aloof . T he Chinese currency , the yuan , has even

strengthened a bit : afte r sta rting 1997 at 8 .3 to the American

dolla r , it now trades at 8 .28 . Some count ries might view this re-

cord with pride . But an articulat e group of man ufacturers and ac-

ademics in side China is arguing that big currency devalua tions in

places like Thailand, Indonesia and the Philippines are threaten-

ing the competitiveness of China's expor ts . They are calling for a

devaluation of the yuan .

T he prospect fills A sia with dread . To lower the yuan

would be to send Asia' s fragile currencies into another spiral of

competitive devaluations . It would also threaten the Hong Kong

dolla r , whose fixed peg to the American dollar has been the re-

gion's one cer tain pillar . But the odds of a Chinese devaluation

are small . China has no urgent need to devalue—and pressing

reasons not to do so .

I t may , in fact , no t be so easy for China to devalue . Market

forces have been pushing the yuan higher rather than lower . For-

eign-investment flows, up 8% this year , and a big trade surplus ,

＄35 billion for the fir st ten month s , have left banks and ent er-

prises flu sh with dolla rs and yen . Conver ting this inflow into
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yuan might have driven the currency up to 10—20% had the cen-

t ral ban k not been buying huge quantities of dollars to relieve

pressure on the foreign-exchange mar ket . This has had unfor tu-

nate side-effects . In order to keep its currency purchases from

flooding the economy with yuan and th us aggravating inflation ,

the cent ral bank has been forced to tight en credit excessively ,

slowing the economy at a time when a s hot of domestic demand

would do much to boost not just China's economy , but the region

's too .

Despite exporte r ' s complaints , the devaluations elsewhere

are not putting them under intolerable pain . China's exports are

still mostly low-end manufactures , such as toys and shoes ,

which do not us ually compete head-on with South-East Asia ' s

higher-end products , such as elect ronics . Where they do com-

pete, China still has advantages . Its factory wages , at an average

＄60 a month , are just one-third those of T hailand . Cert ainly ,

China will feel some pain , particularly because the economic

slump in Japan and Korea will h ur t demand for Chinese prod-

ucts . But after estimated grow th of 15% this year , expor t

grow th may merely halve in 1998 . T his is far from disast rou s .

Two other factor s also weigh against a Chinese devaluation

over the next year . First , a devaluation would k nock the stuffing

out of Hong Kong's financial markets , and China's carefully won

reputation for keeping its hand off its new territory would be de-

st royed overnight . Second , devalua tion would widen China ' s

t rade s urplus with the United States , which is likely to exceed

＄30 billion this year . American politician s already complain that

their count ry' s bilat eral trade deficit with China is in tolerable,

and China's leaders know that a t rade war with America would be

sure to dest roy any economic benefit from devaluation .
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None of th is may calm Asian worries over China ' s inten-

tion s . But a misunderstanding of recent history may have caused

those worries to be overdone . Some commenta tors ( including

T he Econom ist ) have contended that China's last devaluation , in

1994 , hur t its neighbour s' exports , which inexorably led to this

year 's traumatic devaluation s . T his analysis , however , ignores

the fact that China's devaluation , an impressive 50% on paper ,

amounted to less in fact . P rior to 1994 China operated t wo ex-

change rates; while the official rate was s harp ly devalued , the

rate at which four fif th s of China's foreign t rade was conduct ed

barely changed a t all . So South-East Asia ' s 1996 expor t slump

cannot be blamed on China' s 1994 devaluation . By extension , a

modest decline of the yuan back to its original peg of 8 .7 to the

dolla r should not have huge effects on the region's t rade .

Some of the upward pressure will come off the yuan next

year . Foreign-investment inflows are slowing , and slower expor t

grow th will shrink the trade s urplus . As a result , the balance of

payments is set to worsen . If this happens , Chinese authorities

could , conceivably , allow the yuan to weaken a bit . But the mar-

ket is not demanding devaluation ( and , with the yuan still fa r

from easily conver tible, is unable to force it ) . In addition , ur-

gent reform s to China's banking sector and its state-owned ent er-

prises , bo th priorities of Zh u Rongji , the deputy prime minister ,

will be far easier if the public has confidence in the yuan . T he

government may well decide to por t ray a st rong currency as a

sign of success , not an unwelcome burden .
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LANGUAGE HIGHLIGHTS

chaos  n .  ut ter confusion

aloof  ad .  away , apar t

ar iculate  a .  ( of a person) ab le to put thoughts and feelings

into clear speech ) 表达清楚的

devaluation  n .  reduction of value

peg  n .  a stabilized exchange rate

pillar  n . a post s uppor ting a st ructure

odds  n .  the chances of probability

flush with  having plen ty of , rich in (flu sh a .)

shot  n . stimulus or encouragement

low-end  a . 低级的

higher-end  a .  较高级的

sl mp  n . a sharp or sudden decline in trade or bu siness usual-

ly bringing widespread unemployment

halve  v . to reduce by half

knock thestuffing out of  to make feeble or weak , to defea t

inexorably  ad .  无情地

traumatic  a .  损伤性的

conceivably  a d .  可相信地

co vertible  a .  ( of currency etc .) that may be convert ed into

another form , especially in to gold or U .S . dollars

EXERCISES

I . nswer the following guided questions by writing down in the

blank the information you have got from the text:
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1 . hy do some manufacturers and academics call for a devalua-

tion of the yuan ? ( hin ts: competition in expor t trade)

2 . hat are the main reasons why the yuan is not easily devalued

according to the author ? ( hin ts: market forces , foreign in-

vestment, trade surp lus , H ong Kong ' s financial mar kets ,

China's reput ation , widen )

3 . hat a re the advantages of China's exports according to the

text ? ( hin ts: low-end products , wages )

4 . hat conclusion can you draw from the tex t ? ( hin ts: possi-

bility , people's confidence in the yuan)

II . eading comprehension:

1 . hat does the author say of the Hong Kong dolla r ?

A . I t's the money that does n't devalue .

B . ts fixed exchange rate to the U .S . dolla r plays an impor-

tan t role in Asia's finance and economics .

C . It is closely related to other currencies in Asia .

D . I t is st ronger than the U .S . dolla r .
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2 . he cent ral bank of China has been forced to tighten the cred-

it excessively because

A . t wants to check the infla tion and slow the economy at

home .

B . it wants to pus h the yuan up .

C . it doesn't want too much U .S . money .

D . it hopes to boost Asia's economy .

3 . he author s uggests that a t rade war bet ween China and A-

merica would

A . bring no good to China .

B . devalue the yuan .

C . educe China's trade surplu s with America .

D . est roy the friendship between the Chinese people and the

American people .

4 . h ina's devaluation of the yuan in 1994

A . ed to this year's t raumatic devaluations in Asia .

B . nly involved the official exchange rate .

C . ad lit tle effect upon China's foreign trade because most of

it was conduct ed at rates barely changed at all .

D . both B and C .

5 . e can infer from the text that

A . devaluation of the yuan may be good for China's econo-

my .

B . merican politician s want the yuan devalued .

C . t present , China 's currency is stable and the public has

confidence in it .

D . the st rong yuan is a sign of success .
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III . ranslation from English into Chinese (words in italics need

careful attention) :

1 . u t an articulate g rou p of manu f acturers and academics in-

side China is arguing that big currency devaluation s in places

like Thailand , Indonesia and the Philippines are threatening

the competitiveness of China's expor ts .

2 . t would also threaten the Hong Kong dolla r , w hose f i x ed

peg to the American dolla r has been the region's one certain

pi llar .

3 . onver ting this inflow in to yuan might have driven the cur-

rency up to 10—20% had the central bank not been bu ying

huge quantities of dollars to relieve pressure on the foreign-

exchange market .

4 . er tain ly, China will feel some pain , par ticular ly becau se the

econom ic slump in Japan and Korea will h ur t demand for Chi-

nese products .

5 . irs t , a devaluation would knock the stu f f ing out o f Hong

Kong's financial markets , and China's carefully w on rep uta-

tion f or keepin g its hand o f f its new territor y would be de-

st royed overnight .

IV . ranslation from Chinese into English with the given words or

phrases:

1 . 我们年轻人不应对政治漠不关心。 (aloof)

2 . 新的列车提速后 , 来往于广州深圳的时间缩短了一半。

( halve)

3 . 这个国家去年货币贬值后 , 接着便是经济严重衰退。 ( slump )

4 . 他吃蚶 (clams )得了肝炎 , 那场病使他元气大伤。 ( knock the

stuffing out of)

5 . 我们的国库券在必要时是可以到银行兑换现金的。 (conver ti-

7



ble)
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Unit 2

U .S . MICROCHIP MAKERS

With tens of billion s of dollar s on the line , U .S . chip mak-

ers like the look of the Chinese market .

Per sonal comput er use is increasing exponentially . T he

count ry is a leading purchaser of used semiconductor-manufac-

turing equipment , and its research institu tions are turning out

very talent ed soft ware developers .

A forecast by Dataquest Inc . of San Jose predicts that China

's semiconductor market will balloon some 266 percent to ＄5 .5

billion in 1997 from ＄1 .5 billion in 1993 , compared with 46 per-

cent grow th in North America and 29 percent in Japan during the

period .

Dewey Ballan tine says China will be the wor ld's largest mar-

ket in 10 to 15 years .

“ In the long term , anybody who's not looking at the semi-

conductor indust ry in China has missed the boat ,”said Neil Mc-

Glone, spokes man for Dallas-based Texas Inst ruments .

Still China consumes just a fraction of all chips produced

globally .

In 1994 , the market tot aled ＄109 .4 billion , with the Unit-

ed States absorbing some 40 percent of all computer chips . A t

the same time , North American manufacturers controlled 41 .1
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percent of the market , Japanese competitors held 40 .5 percent

and South Korean chip makers held 9 .2 percent .

China meets roughly 20 percent of its own chip needs . T he

figure represents chips used in low-end devices s uch as radios ,

television sets , refrigerators and washing machines .

“Vir tually all sophisticated semiconductor s needed by the

Chinese elect ronics firm s must be impor ted , a pat tern that will

no t significantly change over the s hor t run ,”said the Dewey Bal-

lantine report .

In targeting elect ronics , China has crea ted several preferred

business group s—which it calls‘ national champions’—by con-

solidating st ate en terprises and channeling investment funds on a

preferential basis .

I t wants to create its own Silicon Valley and mobilize re-

search institu tions toward specific, commercially orien ted t ask s .

“China seeks to draw on the t echnology , capital and in terna-

tional market channels of leading semiconductor firms to foste r

the growth of its own indust ry ,”the repor t said .

“ The Minist ry of Elect ronics is developing a plan which is

likely to . . .provide the basis for the eventual displacement of for-

eign semiconductors in the Chinese market by domestically made

devices .”

V arian Associates , based in Palo Alto , signed an agreement

in 1993 with both the Changsha Research Institu te of Equipment

for Semiconductor Tech nologies and the Nanguang Machinery

Factory , which made V arian the fir st non-Chinese semiconduc-

tor-equipment company to take par t in manufacture of chip-fabri-

cation tools in China .

Last year , Advanced Micro Devices of Sunnyvale signed a

memorandum of understanding to develop a 160-square-foot man-
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