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God's Creation of the World( )

In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness
was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God
was hovering over the waters.

And God said, " Let there be light, " and there was
light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated
the light from the darkness. God called the light "day" ,
and the darkness he called "night". And there was eve-
ning, and there was morning — the first day.

And God said, " Let there be an expanse between
the waters to separate water from water. " So God made
the espanse and separated the water under the expanse
from the water about it. And it was so. God called the
expanse”" sky". And there was evening, and there was
morning — the second day.

And God said, " Let the water under the sky be gath-
ered to one place, and let dry gound apper. " And it was
so. God



called the dry ground "land", and the gathered waters he
called "seas". And God say that it was good.

Then God said. " Let the land produce vegetation: seed
—bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with
seed in it,according to their various kinds. " And it was so.
The land produced vegetation:plants bearing seed according
to their kinds and trees bearing fruit withseed in it according
to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. And there was
evening,and there was morning— the third day.

And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the
sky to separate the day from the night,and let them serve as
signs to mark seasons and days and years,and let them be
lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth. "
And it was so. God made two great lights—the greater light
go govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night.
He also made the stars. God sell them in the expanse of the
sky to give light on the earth, to govern the day and the
night. and to separate light from darkness. And God saw
that it was good. And there was evening, and there was
morning —the fourth day.

And God said," Let the water teem with living crea-
tures,and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of
the sky. " So God created the great creatures of the sea and
every living and moving thing with which the water teems,
according to their kinds,and every winged bird according to
its kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them
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and said, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the wa-
ter in the seas,and let the birds increase on the earth. " And
there was evening,and there was morning— the fifth day.

And God said, "Let the land produce living creatrues ac-
cording to their kinds:live stock, creatures that move along
the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind. "
And it was so. God saw that it was good.

Then God said,"Let us make man in our image,in our
likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the
birds of the air, over the livestock,over all the earth,and o-
ver all the creatures that move along the ground." So God
created man in his own image,in the image of God he creatcd
him; male and female he created them. God blessed them
and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number;f{ill the
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the
birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on
the ground. "

Then God said,"1 give you every seed — bearing plant
on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit
with seed in it. They will be yours for food." And it was
so. God saw all that he had made,and it was very good. And
there was evening,and there was morning— the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all
their vast array. By the seventh day God had finished the
work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested
from all his work. And God blessed the seventh day and
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made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of
creating that he had done.
This is the account of the heavens and the earth when

they were created.
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Adam and Eve ( )

When the Lord God made the earth and the heavens—
and no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth, for
the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there was
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no man to work the ground, but streams came up from the
earch and wateredthe whole surface of the ground—the Lord
God formed the man from the dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,and the man be-
came a living being.

Now the lord God had planted a garden in the east,in
Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. And the
Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—
trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the
middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.

A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from
there it was separated into four headwaters.

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Carden
of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the Lord God
commanded the man," You are free to eat from any tree in
the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will
surely die. "

The Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be a-
lone. I will make a helper suitable for him. "

Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the
beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought
them to the man to see what he would name them;and what-
ever the man called each living creature, that was its name.
So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the
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air and all the beasts of the field.

But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the
Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep;and while
he was sleeping,he took one of the man's ribs and closed up
the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman from
the rib he had taden out of the man,and he brought her to
the man.

The man said,

"This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be calledwoman’,for she was taken out of man. "

For this reason a man will leave his father and mother
and be united to his wife,and they will become one flesh.

The man and his wife were both naked,and they felt no

shame towards one another.
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The Princess on The Pea ( )

There was once a Prince who wanted to marry a prin-
cess;but she was to be a real princess. So he travelled about,
all through the world, to find a real one, but everywhere
there was something in the way. There were princesses e-
nough,but whether they were real princesses he could not
quite make out: there was always something that did not
seem quite right. So he came home again,and was quite sad;
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for he wished so much to have a real princess.

One evening a terrible storm came on. It lightened and
thundered, the rain streamed down; it was quite fearful
Then there was a knocking at the town — gate, and the old
King went out to open it.

It was a Princess who stood outside the gate. But, mer-
cy How she looked,from the rain and the rough weather
The water ran down her hair and her clothes; it ran in at the
points of her shoes, and out at the heels; and yet she de-
clared that she was a real princess.

"Yes, we will soon find that out," thought the old
Queen. But she said nothing, only went into the bedcham-
ber, took all the bedding off,and put a pea on the bottom of
the bedstead; then she took twenty mattresses and laid them
upon the pea,and then lwenty eider —down quilts upon the
mattresses. On this the Princess had to lie all night. In the
morning she was asked how she had slept.

"Oh, miserably " said the Princess. "I scarcely closed
my eyes all night long. Goodness knows what was in my
bed. I lay upon something hard, so that I am black and blue
all over. It is quite dreadful "

Now they saw that she was a real princess,for through
the twenty mattresses and the twenty eider — down quilts
she had felt the pea. No one but a real princess could be so
tender— skinned.

So the Prince took her for his wife, for now he knew

9



that he had a true princess and the pea was put in the muse-

um,and it is still to be seen there, unless somebody has car-

ried it off.

Look you,this is a true story.
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A Story ( )

IN the garden all the apple — trees were in blossom.
They had hurried up to get flowers before green leaves, and
in the farm — yard all the ducklings were out and the cat
with them: he licked real sunshine, licked it from his own
paws; and if one looked along to the field, the corn stood
magnificently green and there was a twittering and a chir-
ping of all the little birds, as if it were a great festival, and
indeed one might also say that it was so, for it was Sunday.
The bells rang, and people in their best clothes went to
church, and looked so well pleased; yes, there was some-
thing so pleasant about every thint; it was certainly a day so
warm and blessed, that one could say," Our Lord is really
very good to His peo—ple "
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But inside the church, the priest stood in the pulpit and
spoke very loudly and very angrily; he said that the people
were so ungodly, and that God would punish them for it,
and when they died, the wicked should go down to Hell,
where they should burn for ever, and he said that their
worm never died, and their fire was never quenched; and
never did they get peace or rest. It was terrible to hear it,
and he said it so positively; he described Hell to them as a
stinking hole, where all the world's filthiness flowed togeth-
er, there was no air except the hot sulphur — flame, there
was no bottom, they sank and sank in an everlasting si-
lence. It was gruesome merely to listen to it, but the priest
said it from the heart, and all the people in the church were
quite terrified.

But outside all the little birds sang so happily, and the
sun shone so warmly, it seemed as if every little flower
said, "God is so very good to all of us," Yes, outside it was
certainly not as the preacher had said.

In the evening towards bedtime, the clergyman saw his
wife sitting silent and thoughtful.

"What ails you " he said to her.

" What ails me " said she," I can not collect my
thoughts properly, I cannot get clearly into my head what
you said, that there were so many ungodly, and that they
should burn for ever; for ever, O, how long 1 am only a
sinful woman, but I could not bear to let even the worst sin-
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ner burn for ever; how then should our Lord be able to do it
who is so in finitely good, and who knows how the evil
comes both from without and from within No, I cannot
think it, even although you say it. "

It was autumn, the leaves fell from the trees; the se-
vere, earnest priest sat by the death—bed of his wife.

"If any one should get peace in the grave and mercy
from God, it is you " said the priest, and he folded her
hands and read a psalm over her body.

And she was carried to her grave; two heavy tears
rolled down over the cheeks of the earnest priest; and in his
house it was quiet and lonely, the sunshine was extin-
guished; she had gone away.

It was night; a cold wind blew over the head of the
priest, he opened his eyes, and it seemed as if the moon
shone into his room, but the moon was not shining; it was a
figure which stood before his bed; he saw the ghost of his
dead wife; she looked at him sorrowfully, it seemed as if
she wanted to say something.

And the man raised himself half up, and stretched out
his arms to her;"Have you not been granted eternal rest ei-
ther Do you suffer —you the best, the most pious " And
the departed one bowed her head for " Yes", and laid her
hands on her breast.

"And can I obtain rest for you in the grave "
"Yes," it answered him.
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"And how "

"Give me a hair, only a single hair, from the head of
the sinner whose fire will never be quenched, the sinner
whom God will thrust down into everlasting punishment. "

"Yes, so easily can you be set free, you pure and pious

soul "
"Then follow me " said the departed one. It is so vouch-
safed to us. By my side you can float whither your thoughts
will; unseen by men we stand in their most secret corners,
but with steady hand you must point to the one consecrated
to everlasting pain, and before cook — crow he must be
found.

And quickly, as if carried by thought, they were in the
great town; and from the walls of the houses shone in let-
ters of fire the names of the deadly sins: Pride, Avarice,
Drunkenness, Self —indulgence, in short, the whole seven
—hued rainbow of sin.

"Yes, in there, as I thought, as I knew," said the
priest, "dwell those who are destined for eternal fire. " And
they stood before the gorgeously lighted portal, where the
broad stair was decorated with carpets and flowers, and
dance—music sounded through the festive halls. The foot-
man stood in silk and velvet with silver—mounted stick.

"Our ball can compare with that of the king," said he,
and he turned to the crowd on the street; form top to toe the
thought shone out of him," Poor pack, who stare in at the
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portal, you are common people compared with me, all of

"

you

"Pride," said the departed one. "Do you see him "

"Yes, but he is a simpleton, only a fool, and will not
be con—demned to everlasting fire and pain "

"Only a fool " sounded through the whole house of
Pride; they were all"Only fools" there.

And they flew within the four bare walls of Avarice,
where, lean, chattering with cold, hungry and thirsty, the
old one clung to his gold with all his thoughts; they saw
how he sprang from his miserable couch, as in a fever, and
took a loose stone out of the wall, where goldmoney lay in a
stoking— leg; he fingered his patched coat into which gold
pieces were sewn, and the moist fingers trembled.

"He is ill, it is madness, a joyless madness, beset with fear
and evil dreams. "

And they departed in haste, and stood by the couches
of the criminals where they slept in long rows, side by side.

Like a wild animal, one of them started up out of his
sleep, utte—ring a horrid shriek; he dug his pointed elbow
into his comrade, who turned sleepily.

"Hold your tongue, you blockhead, and sleep —it is
the same ev—ery night "

"Every night," he repeated, "yes, every night he comes
and howls and suffocates me. In passion have I done one
thing and another, an angry mind was I born with; it has
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