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Of Studies

Studies serve for delight, for ornament* ,and for ability. Their
chief use for delight, is in privateness and retiring? ;for ornament, is
in discourse; and for ability, is in the judgement and disposition of
business. For expert men can execute,and perhaps judge of particu-
lars,one by one; but the general counsels® ,and the plots and mar-
shalling of affairs,come best from those that are learned. To spend
too much time in studies is sloth;to use them too much for orna-
ment, is affectation;to make judgement wholly by their rules, is the
humour of a scholar. They perfect nature,and are perfected by expe-

rience: for natural abilities are like natural plants, that need pruning



by study ;and studies themselves do give forth directions oo much at
large® ,except they be bounded in by experience@ . Crafty men cont-
emn studies, simple men admire them, and wise men use them; for
they teach not their own use;but that is a wisdom without them,and
above them, won by observation. Read not to contradict and confute;
nor to believe and take for granted;nor to find talk and discourse;
but to weigh and consider. Some books are to be tasted, others to be
swallowed,and some few to be chewed and digested; that is, some
books are to be read only in parts;others to be read, but not curious-
ly; and some few to be read wholly, and with diligence and atten-
tion. Some books also may be read by deputy, and extracts made of
them by others; but that would be only in the less important argu-
ments,and the meaner sort of books; else distilled books® are, like
common distilled waters, flashy things.

Reading maketh® a full man;conference a ready man;and writ-
ing an exact man. And therefore, if a man write little, he had need
have® a great memory;if he confer little, he had need have 2 pres-
sent wit; and if he read little, he had need have much cunning, to
seem to know that he doth® not. Histories make men wise; poets
witty; the mathematics subtile® ; natural philosophy deep; moral
grave; logic and rhetoric able to contend. Abeunt studia in mores®
Nay there is no stond® or impediment in the wit, but may be
wrought out® by fit studies: like as diseases of the body may have
appropriate exercises. Bowling is good for the stone and reins;shoot-
ing for the lungs and breast; gentle walking for the stomach;riding
for the head; and the like. So if a man’s wit be wandering, let him
study the mathematics; for in demonstrations, if his wit be called

away never® so little, he must begin again. If his wit be not apt to



distinguish or find differences, let him study the schoolmen® ; for
they are cymini sectores® . If he be not apt to beat over matters, and
to call up one thing to prove and illustrate another, let him study the
lawyers’ cases. So every defect of the mind may have a special
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Of Boldness

It is a trivial grammar-school text, but yet worthy a wise man’s con-
sideration. Question was asked of Demosthenes” , what was the chief
part of an orator? He answered , Action . What next? — Action .
What next again? — Action® .

He said it that knew it best,and had, by nature, himself no ad-
vantage in that he commended. A strange thing, that that part of an
orator which is but superficial, and rather the virtue of a player,
should be placed so high above those other noble parts of invention,
elocution® ,and the rest; nay ,almost alone, as if it were all in all. But
the reason is plain.

Wonderful like is the case of boldness in civil business. What
first? —Boldness; what second and third? —Boldness. And yet
boldness is a child of ignorance and baseness, far inferior to other
parts; but, nevertheless, it doth fascinate, and bind hand and foot
those that are either shaliow® in judgment or weak in courage,
which are the greatest part, yea, and prevaileth with wise men at

weak times. Surely, as there are mountebanks for the natural body,



so are there mountebanks for the politic body; men that undertake
great cures, and perhaps have been lucky in two or three experi
ments, but want the grounds of science, and therefore cannot hold
out, nay, you shall see a bold fellow many times do Mahomet’s mira-
cle. Mahomet made the people believe that he would call a hill to
him,and from the top of it offer up his prayers for the observers of
his law. The people assembled; Mahomet called the hill to come to
him again and again;and when the hill stood stili® ,he was never a
whit abashed, but said, if the hill will not come to Mahomet , Ma-

1. So these men, when they have promised

homet will go to the hil
great matters and failed most shamefully, yet if they have the perfec-
tion of boldness, they will but slight it over,and make a turn,and no
more ado.

Certainly to men of great judgment, bold persons are a sport to
behold; nay? ,and to the vulgar also boldness hath somewhat of the
ridiculous; for if absurdity be the subject of laughter, doubt you not
but great boldness is seldom without some absurdity ; especially it is a
sport to see when a bold fellow is out of countenance, for that puts
his face into a most shrunken and wooden posture, as needs’ it
must; for in bashfulness the spirits do a little go and come, but with
bold men, upon like occasiom, they stand at a stay; like a stale at
chess, where it is no mate, but yet the game cannot stir; but this last
were fitter for a satire than for a serious observation. This is well to
be weighed, that boldness is ever blind, for it seeth not dangers and
inconveniences; therefore, it is ill in counsel, good in execution; so
that the right use of bold persons is, that they never command in
chief, but be seconds and under the direction® of others;for in coun-

sel it is good to see dangers;and in execution not to see them except



they® be very great.

gooad

1.Demosthenes 000000000 385—322) MO0 OO0O0OO
oooo

200000000 (Cicerc@0@MOoOooooooOoomO
O0oo00ooo0ooooooooooooooooooooon
Oo0oooooooooooooood

3.elocution 00000 O0OOOO" O

4.shallow OO ODOMMO"O

S.stood still 00000 O0O00OO0"O

6. .. .if the hill will not come to Mahomet, Mahomet will go to the
hill. 000000000 OOOODOOOOOOOOOOO
aoo

T.onayl0 Jadv .0 O mMOOOMMW OO

8.direction OO O00MO"O

9.they DDOOOD OO0

gooogo

“

g oo o

oooooobobobooooooooboooboobooogoog
ooooobooobooboobooobooboobo* oobog
obooboooooooooooooguooBr oooB@ ooo
ooo@pooooo

oooooobbobobooooooooooboobooogoo
oooooogo* b0’ boobooobooboobooOooog



obooooooobobobooobobOoboooooboobooonog
ooooobooobooboobooboobooboooonDg
oooboooobobooooon
oooooooooobobobooo* ooogooooboo
oo oo oO0omoboe ob0ob0oobobOobboonog
tooobobO0—ooo0o0oboobboboooboboboooo
oooooboooboobooboooboobooboooonDg
ooooooboobobooooooooobooboobobooooo
oooooboooboobooboobobooboobooboOoonDog
oooooboooboobooboobobooboobooboOoonDog
ooooobooobooboobooobooboo* o0 0o
ooooooboooobooboooooooboobooobobooooo
oooooboooboobooboobobooboobooboOoonDog
ooooobooobooboobooobooboo* b0boooog
oooooboooboobooboooboobO” obobbooooboo
oooooboooboobooboooboobooboooo® g
oo0"'00@mob0ooboobomoboomooboon
oooobooooobooobooboobooboobooobon
ooooooboooobooboooooooboobooobobooooo
oooooobooobooooooooobobooobobooooo
ooooooboooooboooooooboobooboobobooooo
ooooooooboobooboooboobooboobooonDg
ooooooooboobooboooboobooboobooonDg
ooooooooboobooboooboobooboobooonDg
oooooobooooobooooooobobooobobooooo
oboooobooobooboobooobooboobobooonDg
oboooobooobooboobooobooboobobooonDg
ooooboobooobooooo



Of Ceremonies and Respects

He that is only real had need have exceeding great parts of vir-
tue;as the stone had need to be rich that is set without foil;but if a
man mark it well, it is in praise and commendation® of men. It is
true that small matters win great commendation, because they are
continually in use and in note;whereas the occasion of any great vir-
tue cometh® but on festivals® ; therefore it doth much add to a
man’s reputation, and is(as Queen Isabella® said)like perpetual®
letrers commendatory, to have good forms. To attain them, it almost
sufficeth not to despise them;for so shall a man observe them in oth-
ers;and let him trust himself with the rest; for if he labor too much
to express them, he shall lose their grace, which is to be natural and
unaffected. Some men’s behavior is like a verse wherein every sylla-
ble is measured; how can a man comprehend great matters, that brea-
keth his mind too much to small observations?

Not to use ceremonies at all is to teach others not to use them
again,and so diminisheth respect to himself;especially they be not to
be omitted to strangers and formal natures®; but the dwelling
upon” them, and exalting them above the moon, is not noly
tedious® ,but doth diminish the faith and credit of him that speaks;
and certainly, there is a kind of conveying of effectual and imprinting
passages amongst compliments, which is of singular use,if a man can
hit upon@ it.

Amongst a man’s peers,a man shall be sure of familiarity,and,
therefore, it is good a little to keep state. Amongst a man’s inferiors,

one shall be sure of reverence, and therefore it is good a little to be



familiar. He that is too much in anything, so that he giveth another
occasion of satiety, maketh himself cheap.To apply oneself to others
is good,so it be with demonstration that a man doth it upon regard,
and not upon facility. It is a good precept generally in seconding an-
other, yet to add somewhat of one’s ownjas, if you will grant his
opinion,let it be with some distinction;if you will follow his motion,
let it be with condition;if you allow his counsel, let it be with alleg-
ing further reason.

Men had need beware how they be too perfect in® compliments; for
be they never so sufficient otherwise, their enviers will be sure to
give them that attribute to the disadvantage of their greater virtues.
It is loss, also, in business, to be too full of respects,or to be too curi-
ous in observing times and opportunities. Solomon® saith® , he that
considereth the wind shall not sow ,and he that looketh to the clouds
shall not reap® . A wise man will make more opportunities than he
finds. Men’s behavior should be like their apparel, not too strait or

point device,but free for exercise or motion.
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Of Innovations

As the births of living creatures at first are ill-shaped® ,so are
all innovations, which are the births of time®; yet notwith-
standing® , as those that first bring honor into their family are com-
monly more worthy than most that succeed, so the first precedent (if
it be good) is seldom attained by imitation® for ill, to man’s nature
as it stands perverted, hath a natural motion strongest in continu-
ance, but good, as a forced motion, strongest at first® .

Surely every medicine is an innovation,and he that will not ap-
ply new remedies must expect new evils, for time is the greatest in-
novator;and if time,of course,alter things to the worse,and wisdom
and counsel shall not alter them to the better, what shall be the end?

It is true, that what is settled by custom, though it be not good,
yet at least it is fit;and those things which have long gone together,
are,as it were, confederate® within themselves; whereas new things

piece not so well; but, though they help by their utility, yet they



trouble by their inconformity; besides, they are like strangers, more
admired and less favored. All this is true,if time stood still, which,
contrariwise, moveth so round® that a forward retention of cust-
om%is as turbulent a thing as an innovation;and they that reverence
too much old times are but a scorn to the new. It were good, there-
fore,that men in their innovations would follow the example of time
itself, which indeed innovateth greatly,but quietly,and by degrees®
scare to be perceived® ;for otherwise , whatsoever is new is unlooked
for®,and ever it mends some and pairs® other; and he that is
helped, takes it for a fortune, and thanks the time; and he that is
hurt, for a wrong,and imputeth it to the author.

It is good also not to trv experiments in states, except the ne-
cessity be urgent,or the utility evident;and well to beware that it be
the reformation that draweth on the change, and not the desired
change that pretendeth the reformation.

And lastly, that the novelty® , though it be not rejected, yet be
held for a suspect,and, as the Scripture saith, That we make a stand
upon the ancient way, and then look about us ,and discover what is

the straight and right way , and so to walk in it® .
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Of Travel

Travel,in the younger sort,is a part of education;in the elder,a
part of experience. If you will have a young man to put his travel in-
to a little room,and in short time to gather much, this you must do:
let him carry with him also some card® or book describing the coun-
try where he travelleth, which will be a good key to his inquiry; let
him keep also a diary;let him not stay long in one city or town, more
or less,as the place deserveth® ,but not long ; nay, when he stayth in
one city or town,let him change his lodging from one end and-part of
the town to another, which is a great adamant® of acquaintance;let
him sequester himself from the company of his countrymen,and diet
in such places where there is good company of the nation where he
travelleth;let him, upon his removes from one place to another, pro-
cure recommendation to some person of quality residing in the place
whither he removeth, that he may use his favor in those things he
desireth to see or know. Thus he may abridge his travel with much

profit.



For quarrels, they are with care and discretion to be avoided;
they are commonly for mistresses, healths, places, and words;and let
a man beware how he keepeth company with choleric® and quarrel-
some persons, for they will engage him into their own quarrels.

When a traveller returneth home, let him not leave the countries
where he hath travelled altogether behind him. but maintain a corre-
spondence by letters with those of his acquaintance which are of
most worth;and let his travel appear rather in his discourse than in
his apparel or gesture,and in his discourse let him be rather advised

in his answers, than forward to tell stories.
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