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Sample Test

Part | . Reading Aloud (20% ,1 minute)
Directions: Read the following passage and be prepared to an-

swer some questions on the passage.
A Skeleton in the Cupboard

We often read in novels how a seemingly respectable person
or family has some terrible secret which has been concealed from
strangers for years. The English language possesses a vivid say-
ing to describe this sort of situation. The terrible secret is called
“a skeleton in the cupboard”. At some dramatic moment in the
story, the terrible secret becomes known and a reputation is ru-
ined. The readers hair stands on end when he reads in the final
pages of the novel that the heroine, a dear old lady who had al-
ways been so kind to everybody, had, in her youth, poisoned ev-
ery one of her five husbands.

It is all very well for such things to occur in fiction. To var-
ying degrees, we all have secrets which we do not want even our

closest friends to know, but few of us have skeletons in the cup-



board. The only person I know who has a skeleton in the cup-
board is George Carlton, and he is very proud of the fact. George
studied medicine in his youth. Instead of becoming a doctor,
however, he became a successful writer of detective stories. 1
once spent an uncomfortable weekend which I shall never forget
at his house. George showed me to the guestroom which, he
said, was rarely used. He told me to unpack my things and then
come down to dinner. After I had stacked my shirts and under-
clothes in two empty drawers, I decided to hang one of the two
suits I had brought with me in the cupboard. I opened the cup-
board door and then stood in front of it terrified. A skeleton was
dangling before my eyes. The sudden movement of the door
made it sway slightly and it gave me the impression that it was a-
bout to leap out at me. Dropping my suit, I dashed downstairs to
tell George. This was worse than “a terrible secret”; this was a
real skeleton But George was unsympathetic. “Oh, that, ” he
said with a smile as if he were talking about an old friend. “That
‘s Sebastian. You forget that I was a medical student once upon a

time. ”

Part . Questions and Answers (20% ,2~3 minutes)

Directions ; Answer the questions based on the reading. First, you
are to give a summary of the passage. Then you will be asked a
few questions on the passage. Inthe real test, the questions will
not be given to you, but asked by the interlocutor orally.

1. Will you summarize the story you have just read

2. What does “a skeleton in the cupboard” refer to

3. What is the dramatic moment in the story and why does the



readers hair stand on end at this moment

4. Who has the skeleton in the cupboard in the literal sense And
what does he feel about it

5. How come the writer discovered a real skeleton in his friends
cupboard And why his friend could have the skeleton

6. What was the writers response when he saw the skeleton

7. How did George react to the writers discovery

8. Who was Sebastian

Part JI. Oral Composition (30% ,2~3 minutes)
Directions: Give an oral composition with the picture and the

word cues provided below.

i registration office;walk with great difficulty;a walking stick;
i support sb. with one’s hands; waiting room;be polite and pa- !
tient;grin from ear to ear;the physician’s office; feel warm in

! the heart

Part IV. Free Discussion (30% ,2~3 minutes)

Directions: Choose ONE from the following three topics and
talk about it for three minutes.

1. Have you ever experienced any intense excitement of joy or

fear Describe the situation that made you so.



C o

2. What profession should get the highest pay and social pres-
tige And why

3. What's your view of general education

Key for Reference

1. In novels we often read about some terrible secrets of some
people or family. When these secrets are dramatically re-

vealed to us, we are seized with excitement and fear. In the
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English idiom, such a secret is called “a skeleton in the cup-
board. ” In fact, we all have some secrets we only want to
keep for ourselves. But few of us have real skeletons in our
cupboards. My friend George was a writer of detective sto-
ries. He once invited me to spend a weekend. When I opened
his guestroom cupboard, I was terrified to see a real skeleton
as if it were leaping out to grab me. When my friend heard
this, he told me it was nothing but a souvenir from the time
when he was once a medical student.

This English idiom refers to some terrible secrets of some re-
spectable people or family. These secrets may have been hid-
den for years, and were at last dramatically revealed to the
public.

The dramatic moment is the time when the terrible secret is
revealed and the reputation of the person or family is ruined.
The reader’s hair stands on end when he reads about the terri-
ble secret because this secret is often about murder or other
horrifying things.

The writer's friend George Carlton is a writer of detective sto-
ries, but he used to be a medical student in his youth. He has
the real skeleton in his cupboard, and he feels very proud of
having the skeleton.

Once the writer was invited to spend the weekend at his
friend, George's house. When he opened the guestroom cup-
board to hang his suits, he was terrified to see a real skeleton
dangling before his eyes as if it were leaping out at him. His
friend George has the real skeleton because he was once a

medical student.



6. When the writer saw the skeleton, he was horrified and
dashed downstairs to tell George what had happened.

7. But George took it for granted because he had been keeping
the skeleton for a long time as if it were his old friend.

8. Sebastian was the name of the skeleton George had kept for a

long time.

I

Key for Reference

An old man is ill, so he goes to the hospital. The man is
bold and weak. He walks with great difficulty, and he has a
walking stick in his hand. As usual, he first gets registered at
the registration office. Just at this moment, a nurse comes along
and kindly helps him to get to the waiting room. She supports
the old man with her hands and talking to him nicely. After the
old man sits down on the bench, the nurse brings a mug of hot
water for the old man and asks him to wait for his turn to see the
doctor. The nurse is very polite and patient, and she is trying to
comfort the old man. Even before seeing the doctor, the old man
feels much better. He grins from ear to ear. It does not take
long before the old man enters the physicians office. The physi-
cian has a stethoscope hanging around his neck. He asks the old
man what is the trouble and the old man answers humorously

that he feels warm in his heart. This makes the physician very



pleased. The physician carefully examines his physical condition.
After the medical examination, the physician gives the old man
the prescription and wishes him good health and long life. This
is the happiest day the old man has ever spent in a hospital.

I\]'

Key for Reference

1. I have experienced many unforgettable events or situations in
my life. But the most joyful experience is my tour to the far
west of our country where I see all the magnificent beauty and
grandeur of nature. As we take the bus ride along the ancient
silk road, the sights along both sides of the road provoke a
sense of wonder, awe and respect. On the one side, the des-
ert stretches out endlessly to the edge of the sky, and on the
other, across a vast open desert, the snow-capped mountain
towers into the sky with its peak glittering in the sun. The air
is extremely fresh and it is all quiet except the humming of
the motor. Just as we seem to drown in the desert and peb-
bles, all of a sudden there appears an oasis in the far distance.
As we enter the oasis of the mountainous area, everything
seems to have changed from yellow to green. We seem to be
enchanted in a fairy land. The downy green grasslands stretch
up along the mountainsides, and the cows of yellow, brown,

black or white graze leisurely and large groups of sheep are



