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About the author...

Francis Lee came to Australia from Hong Kong in the nineteen

sixties when he was sixteen years old.

After graduating from University of Sydney with honours in civil
engineering, Francis proceeded to complete a Masters degree in
structural engineering at the University of New South Wales, win-
ning the Senior Prize in Civil Engineering. While working as an
engineer he also completed courses in architectural science and
environmental law and became an accredited translator and inter-

preter.

In 1983, Francis was offered a casual journalist/broadcaster po-
sition with Special Broadcasting Service (SBS) . SBS is a federal-
ly funded statutory corporation, broadcasting nationally in radio
and television. He later became the head of the Cantonese Chi-
nese group in Sydney, while still maintaining a full - time engi-
neering job. As his broadcasting commitments grew he was con-
fronted with a major career decision. In 1993 he followed his
heart and assumed a full - time position with SBS, resigning as
Environmental Engineer with the Public Works Department of
New South Wales.

His diverse cultural, professional and academic background has
clearly contributed to the depth with which he views a variety of
issues, as demonstrated in his writing.
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FOREWORD

——On Life’ s Stage——

Some years ago [ had a recurring nightmare. I dreamt that I was
walking along a deserted corridor, with closed doors on either
side. It gave me an uncomfortable and eerie feeling. One night
in my dream I decided that instead of fearing the closed doors, I
would open them and find out what lay behind them.

Without going into details, what I saw beyond those doors was not
as bad as | had feared. The closed doors ceased to be a threat
and my adventurous spirit was aroused. In my excitement 1 con-
tinued to open the other doors and walked through them to explore
the unknown world.

It later dawned on me that the adventure in my dreams was akin
to what a little child would do in real life, that is, to challenge
the closed doors and to explore the unknown. I also realised that
in the process of growing up 1 had lost that child - like curiosity,
and life became dull and at times, intimidating.

When we wake up in the morning, is it not like opening a door to
the day? We should really be curious about what experiences
await us. Would we encounter something new, see an old friend,
or meet new ones? Would there be funny moments, or sad, ten-
der, or frustrating moments? However the day may tum out,
there would be moments that are precious and worth remember-
ing. Some may even bear a message. Life is like a stage, and
each of us, within the limits of our own sight and reach, stands
right in the middle of it. If we treasure our experiences life would
be more exciting!

B et o ”Wn"



I cannot remember if the time I embarked on the new venture in
my dreams was when 1 decided to take a change in career path
from engineering to broadcasting. To be honest, it was the result
of good fortune that I was able to make that change, and I have
found the change very fulfilling.

Broadcasting with Special Broadcasting Service (SBS) has pro-
vided me with an opportunity to utilise my bilingual and dual cul-
tural background. One of my broadcast initiatives was to intro-
duce a program on the use of the English idioms which 1 had
come across during my thirty years in Australia. 1 wanted to do
such a program because to me, idioms are both fascinating and
challenging. Fascinating, because a wealth of meaning can be
compacted into a few words. Challenging, because they are not
generally the subject of a formal course of study. Yet they form
such an important part of any language or culture.

As I wrote and presented my stories on air I soon discovered what
other interests English idioms have to offer. Many of them are as-
sociated with an historical event or legend. Some have their roots
in other cultures. Some others have ideas which are expressed in
a similar, or an entirely different idiom in the Chinese language.
Also, there are those that convey a deep moral message.

Moreover, I found that as long as I maintain a curiosity about
life, certain idioms can be very thought — provoking. I can relate
them to some aspects of my personal experience or imagination in
my stories.

In this book I present these stories to you. Perhaps they would
remind you of some of your thoughts and memories.

Frnces Koz
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a cultural fascination

On life’ s stage




Life’ s magical formula

* The birds and the bees

When does life begin? This question has baffled every person.
However, how does life begin would feature higher on the list of
questions in the mind of children.

I remember that as a child, I used to wonder why the grownups
said that when a woman “Lives with” a man she would produce
babies. And I wondered why our older cousin, who “lived with”
us for several years, failed to accomplish this feat. Somewhere in
the process of growing up I found the answers( correction — some

answers) . Now I don’t know how to begin telling my children.

When can we start passing on life’ s magical formula to our little
friends? A bigger question is: How to pass it on? by theory
alone? or with demonstration? (Sorry, possibly theory will do. )

The English speakers say, these are matters relating to “the birds
and the bees” . An open minded parent might one day say to his/
her over — sized tot, “Come here bright fellow! Let me tell you
about the birds and the bees!” The little fellow would be as-
tounded by such profound wisdom.

But then, in this day and age, your little darling might just yawn
and say to you, “What’ s the big deal! I knew it all already!”

2 EEOk#
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