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W& E B &8,
To His Wife

(1603)

You shall now receive (my deare® wife) my last words
in these my last lines®. My love I send you that® you may
keep it when I am dead, and my councell® that you may re-
member it when I am no more. I would not by my will pre-
sent you with sorrowes(dear Besse) let them go to the grave
with me and be buried in the dust. And seeing that it is not
Gods will® that I should see you any more in this life, beare
it® patiently, and with a heart like thy selfe®.

First, T send you all the thankes which my heart can
conceive, or my words can reherse® for your many tra-
vailes, and care taken for me, which though they have not
taken effect as you wished, yet my debt to you is not the
lesse; but pay it I never shall in this world®.

Secondly, I beseech you for the love you beare me liv-
ing®, do not hide your selfe many dayes, but by your tra-
vailes seeke to helpe your miserable fortunes and the right of
your poor childe. Thy mourning cannot availe me, I am but
dust.

Thirdly, you shall understand, that my land was con-
veyed bona fide to my childe; the writings were drawne at
midsummer was twelve months®, my honest cosen® Brett
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