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A Night on the Moors

Sunday, November 28th, 1897

Talking about things uncanny, Webster said that the
weirdest thing of all was the vibrating cry of the snipe on the
moors at night—a cry which you hear, faint and wavering, in
the distance, and which the next second has shot past your
ears® in the darkness. This bird is also called the bog-bleater;
Webster said that its cry had been termed “the wail of a lost
soul”, and that the name was justified. There is nothing more
horribly scaring, and the awfulness of it cannot be conceived
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by those who have not heard it. He described it effectively as
“the last cry on earth”, and related how, as a child, he had
been lost all night on the Westmoreland moors; his terror of
the invisible snipes shooting across the waste with their awful
cries; and his terror of stepping into a bog.

Then he told me of his sole experience of ghosts. On a hill
near Milnthorpe is a ruined cottage, said to be baunted. A
man and his wife had lived there, and one night the man being
called away gave a gun into his wife’s hands for her protection,
and told her to shoot anything that appeared. Before he had
proceeded far, he recollected that he had left something behind
him, and returning to his cottage was ghot by his wife. Hence
the ghost.

It seems that Webster was walking late in a dark lane near
the ruin—a lane with a dreadful reputation for spirits —when
he saw a sombre figure in front of him. It advanced to within a
few paces of him, and then grew large and wide, till it towered
above him. Then it collapsed and Webster was standing in the
middle of it. At last it edged away® from him, face upwards,
with a curious backward motion on hands and feet. As soon as
it had moved Webster turned and ran two miles to the nearest
humanity. ... He was a child, and thinks now the appearance
was merely a subjective hallucination, but at the time nothing
could have been more real to him.

Webster related these stories with extraordinary graphic
effectiveness. As he spoke of the terrors of the bog-bleater and
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his night on the moor, I had one of those periodical glimpses
which are vouchsafed to me occasionally, of the vast crowd of
wonderful sensations and experiences that a dweller in towns,
like myself, is debarred from®.... A night on the moors,
alone, with the snipe winging and crying about one.... The

townsman can scarcely imagine it!
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