What have been the greatest changes in education in Chinathat you have noticed over these |ast
eight years?

Well, there have clearly been many very important changesin education in China, far too many to
mention in this short talk. However, what strikes me as significant about them in general is that they
have really all been focused on the issue of access to education.

China has made striking progress in the last few years towards the goal of
providing Basic Education for everyone, both children and adults who did not have

more remote regions of China, | would be optimistic that the goal can be achieved
within afew years.

Improving access to education is an ongoing process, of course, with a great deal of effort
currently going into the development of distance education to reach remoter or less privileged parts of
the country. Increasing access to post-secondary and higher education will inevitably have to follow.

What are the most important areas of change at the present?

While access remains an issue, | think the focus has now changed to quality — not just meaning
that what is taught well but also that what is taught is appropriate for the needs of students and a
society involved in arapidly changing world. The Chinese government has rightly said that the educa-
tion system needs to change into one where students are taught to think rather than to remember, to
discover for themselves, rather than just be told by the teacher or the book.

Thiswill have three major implications.
Firstly, new methods of learning will have to be used — methods which emphasize practice



rather than demonstration, application and understanding rather than mere rote learning. Thes
methods, in turn will require more teaching resources and the reorientation of textbooks.

Secondly, and perhaps more fundamentally, the nature of teaching will have to change. Tea
will need to be able to create learning situations through which students will be able to learn s
rather than remember texts, to discover how theory relates to practice rather than merely rec
theory. Teachers will need considerable retraining to be able to create such situations. Further
there will be a need to deal with teachers’ fears that such an approach will lead to loss of authori
status, and hence class-room control.

Thirdly, the nature of assessment will have to change. Traditional forms of examination pres
ize both teacher and student to focus on a form of examination in which passing the examin
becomes more important than exhibiting learning. New forms of assessment will call for a new \
of assessment by teachers, students and society.

What do you think the biggest challenges are for the future?
| think the main challenges will come from yet another change of fecus

q\ Traditionally, learning has been for the most part confined to the ear
- w’\[ years of life and, once school or university has been complete, it has been
‘ sumed to be finished. Yet today we live in a world of constant change a
expanding knowledge-a world in which new skills, knowledge and problem-solving approaches w
be required of us throughout our lives. Life-long learning has become a priority for us all. We cal
longer rely solely on the skills and knowledge acquired in our youth. Yet to provide the opportun
and mechanisms for such life-long learning is not simple.

Employees cannot constantly take time off from work to learn; equally employers cannot aff
to keep releasing individuals to attend training programmes. Each of us will have to accept respor
ity for our own continuing development as the need arises in our individual lives. The developme
both the motivation and learning habits necessary for life-long learning and suitable and approf
learning materials will not be easy.

For example, there has been considerable development in the method of distance learning s
permit people to learn at times and places relevant and convenient to them. However, the quality
learning materials delivered- whether by post, TV or radio, is crucial. For it is the material (rathe
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than a teacher or instructor) that guides and motivates the students, and it is the material that must
create learning opportunities rather than merely a means of passing examinations. There are as yet few
peoplein Chinawith the skills and experience needed for the creation of such teaching material and the
formation of such peopleisamajor challenge.

Finally, | should say something about the Internet. To me it encapsulates
all the issues we have been talking about and the challenge for education, not
just in China but across the globe, isto come to grips with this technology. It
is something which simply cannot be ignored in terms of the opportunities
and resources that it can offer. Take access. Through the Internet, practically the whole world can be
brought into your home or your classroom. Using E-mail makes it possible to have a class whose
members are spread all over the world and who may never meet either the teacher or each other or to
put students in one country in easy contact with students in another. The information resources
available are almost limitless and through the Internet students and teachers can get access to the
wisdom, experience, skills and even guidance of othersin away that was only possilbe for the very
privileged few in the past.

Issues of quality also arise. Clearly, the Internet does pose problems for official education sys-
tems. There is the obvious one that there is a great deal of material on the Internet that no parent or
teacher would want children or students to have uncontrolled access to, but there are other problems
which are much harder to solve.

Thefirst is the problem of how to handle the sheer quantity of information available and how to
make it manageable.

The second is one of selection. How can we find the Information which will be most useful
without overloading ourselves and our students with unnecessary information and how do we select
the best information from everything that is available?

So here arises the issue of responsibility. There are no editors or quality controllers on the Internet
and the ultimate responsibility of selection and judgement fallsto the user, whether teacher or student.
However, | think that any profession, and teaching is a profession, needs to take some collective
responsibility in this area. Conscious and deliberate efforts have to be made to share information
between teachers about useful sites on the Internet and about best practice in their use. Those who
have found something useful should not guard the information for themselves, but share it aswidely as
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possible with colleagues both far and near.

There are already a number of professional discussion groups active on the Internet which aim to
do this and access to them should be actively encouraged. To do this will require investment by
institutions in giving easy access to the Internet and E-mail to all teachers, but without such invest-
ment, teachers and educatiors— and ultimately students— will be deprived of avital resource for the
development of education in the future.

These thoughts can be no more than part of the solution to the problems, but | believe that the
Internet and al it implies cannot be ignored by anyone thinking about the future of education in China
or anywhere else in the world.

To conclude, whether we likeit or not, rapid change is an inescapable part of our world today and
we, as professional educators, owe it to our students and our children to face the challenges that
change will force upon us with courage, professionalism and optimism. | myself feel optimistic that
educators and teachers here in Chinawill meet these challenges with ultimate success, whatever the
difficulties on the way.

New Words and Expressions

striking ['straiki7] adj.

remote [ri'm6ut] adj.

access ['8kses] n. ( )
implication [Limpl1’keiS6n] n.

rote [réut] n.

encapsulate[in’k8psjuleit] v.

sheer [S16] adj.

be deprived of ...

no more than












/ Social Customs

Social customs and ways of behaving change. Things which were considered impolite n
years ago are now acceptable. Just a few years ago, it was considered impolite behaviour for a
smoke on the street. No man who thought of himself as being a gentleman would make a fo
himself by smoking when a lady was in a room.

Customs also differ from country to country. Does a man walk o
left or the right of a woman in your country? Or doesn’t it matter? \
about table manners? Should you use both hands when you are eating’

you leave one in your lap, or on the table?

The Americans and the British not only speak the same language but also share a large nur
social customs. For example, in both America and England people shake hands when they mee
other for the first time. Also, most Englishmen will open a door for a woman or offer their seat 1
woman, and so will most Americans. Promptness is important both in England and in America.
is, if a dinner invitation is for 7 o’clock, the dinner guest either arrives close to that time or calls u
explain his delay.

The important thing to remember about social customs is not to do anything that might nr
other people feel uncomfortableespecially if they are your guests. There is an old story about a m
who gave a formal dinner party. When the food was served, one of the guests started to eat hi:
with a knife. The other guests were amused or shocked, but the host calmly picked up his knife
began eating in the same way. It would have been bad manners to make his guest feel fool
uncomfortable.



custom ['kvstém] n.
behave [bi’heiv] v.
acceptable [6k’sept6bl] ad;.

make afool of oneself ( )
differ ['dif6] v. (from)
manner ['m8n6] n. (-s)

lap [18p] n.

promptness ['prCmptnis] n.
delay [di'lei] n. & v.

uncomfortable [Vn’kVmf6t6bl] adj.

formal ['fC:m61] adi.

pea[pi:]n.
host [h6ust] n.

New Words and Expressions

X




The Young and the O0OId

When the young man starts to earn his own living, he becomes free
from discipline of school and parents; but at the same time he isforced to
accept responsibilities. He can no longer expect othersto pay for hisfood,
his clothes, and his room, but has to work if he wants to live comfortably. =
If he spends most of histime playing about in the way that he used to as

achild, hewill go hungry. And if he breaks the laws of society as he used
to break the laws of his parents, he may go to prison. If, however, he works hard, keeps out of trouble
and has good health, he can have the great happiness of seeing himself make steady progressin hisjob

and of building up for himself his own position in society.

Old age has aways been thought of as the worst age to be; but it is not necessary for the old to
L B be unhappy. With old age should come wisdom and the ability to help others with
@ advice wisely given. The old can have the joy of seeing their children making
& ~ progressin life; they can watch their grandchildren growing up around them; and,
[ perhaps best of al, they can, if their life has been a useful one, fedl the happiness
of having come through the battle of life safely and of having reached atime when

they can lie back and rest, leaving others to continue the fight.
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New Words and Expressions

earnaliving

(be) free from

discipline ['disiplin] n.
comfortably ['kVmf6tebli] adv.
steady ['stedi] adj.

wisdom ['wizdém] n.

wisely ['waizli] adv.

come through

battle [b8t1] n.




L Goals

There are three kinds of goals: short-term, medium-term and long-term goals.

Short-term goals are those that usually deal with current activities, which we
can apply on adaily basis. Such goals can be achieved in aweek or less, or two
weeks, or possibly months. It should be remembered that just as a building is no
stronger than its foundation, our long-term goals cannot amount to very much
without the achievement of solid short-term goals. Upon completing our short-
term goals, we should date the occasion and then add new short-term goals that

will build on those that have been completed. \-*

The medium-term goals build on the foundation of the short-term goals. They might deal with
just one term of school or the entire school year, or they could even extend for several years. Any time
you move a step at atime, you should never allow yourself to become discouraged or overwhel med.
As you complete each step, you will enforce the belief in your ability to grow and succeed. And as
your list of completion dates grow, your motivation and desire will increase.

Long-term goals may be related to our dreams of the future. They might cover five years or more.
Lifeisnot a static thing. We should never alow along-term goal to limit us or our course of action.

New Words and Expressions
goa [G6ul] n.
short-term ['SC:t't6:m] adj.
medium-term ['mi :di6ém't6:m] adj.
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New Words and Expressions

long-term ['IC7't6:m] adj.
current [’kVrént] adj.

apply [6'plai] v.

foundation [faun'deiSé6n] n.
achievement [6'tSi :vmént] n.
date [deit] v. ( ) ( )
occasion [6’kei36n] n.
extend [iks'tend] v.
overwhelm [; 6uve’hwelm] v.
enforce [in'fC:s] v.
motivation [ ;méuti’veiSén] n.
static ['st8tik] ad.

course [kC:s] n.




v, Childhood

How often one hears children wishing they were grown-up, and old people wishing they were
young again. Each age has its pleasures and its pains, and the happiest person is the one who enjoys
what each age gives him without wasting his time in useless regrets.

Childhood is atime when there are few responsibilities to make life difficult. If a

child has good parents, he is fed, looked after and loved, whatever he may do. It is
improbable that he will ever again in hislife be given so much without having to do oy
anything in return. In addition, life is always presenting new things to the child —
things that have lost their interest for older people because they are too well-known. A
child finds pleasure in playing in the rain, or in the snow. Hisfirst visit to the seaside
is amarvellous adventure. But a child has his pains: heis not so free to do as he wishes as he thinks
older people are; heis continually being told not to do things, or being punished for what he has done
wrong. Hislife is therefore not perfectly happy.

New Words and Expressions
grown-up ['Gréun’Vp] ad;.
pain [pein] n. ( )
responsibility [ris;pCnsébiliti]n.
improbable [im’prCbébl] ad;.
in return
in addition
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New Words and Expressions

addition [6'diS6n] n.
seaside[sil_kaid]n.

marvellous ['mA:vil6s] ad.
adventure [6d’ventS6] n.
continually [kén'tinju6li] adv.
do wrong

therefore ['QE6FCX:] adv.
perfectly ['p6: fiktli] adv.




/7D

r

C Relax and Live

It is often believed that only rich middle-aged businessmen suffer from stress. In fact any
may become ill as a result of stress if they experience a lot of worry over a long period and their
is not especially good. Stress can be a friend or an enemy: it can warn you that you are under toc
pressure and should change your way of life. It can kill you if you =

notice the warning signals. Doctors agree that it is probably the bi&E
single cause of illness in the Western world.

When we are very frightened and worried our bodies produce ¢
chemicals to help us fight what is troubling us. These chemicals prie—=
the energy needed to run away fast from an object of fear, and in modern life that's often impos:
Unfortunately, if we don’t use up these chemicals, or if we produce too many of them, they 1
actually harm us. The parts of the body that are most affected by stress are the stomach, hear
head and back. Stress can cause car accidents, heart attacks, and may even drive people to ¢

Our living and working conditions may put us under stress. Overcrowding in large cities, tra
jams, competition for jobs, worry about the future, any big changes in our lives, may cause st
Some British doctors have pointed out that one of Britain's worst waves of influenza happened
after the new coins came into use. Also if you have changed jobs or moved house in recent m
you are more likely to fall ill than if you haven’t. And more people commit suicide in times of inflatic

As with all illnesses, prevention is better than cure. If you find you can't relax, it is a sign
danger. “When you're taking work home, when you can’t enjoy an evening with friends, when
haven't time for outdoor exercisethat is the time to stop and ask yourself whether your present i
really suits you.” says one family doctor. “Then it's time to join a relaxation class, or take up danc



painting or gardening.”

New Words and Expressions

stresqstres] n.

way of life

signal['siGn6l] n.
chemical[’kemik61] n. (-s)

use up

affect[6'fekt] v.

heart attack

suicide['sjuisaid] n.
overcrowding[ ;6uv6’kraudi7] n.
traffic jam

influenza[ ; influ'enz6] n.
commit[kémit]v. ( )
inflation [in'FleiSén] n.
cure[kju6] n. & v.

relaxation[; ri: 18k’'seiS6n] n.
gardening'GA:d6éni7] n.




